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INTROD  UCTION. 

TOPI  A — probably  written  the  fecond  book 
at  Antwerp  about  November  15 15;  and 
the  firfl  in  London  in  the  early  part  of  15  16 
—was  firR  publifhed  abroad.  It  was  printed 
by  Theodore  Martin  at  Louvain,  under  the 
editorfliip  of  Erafmus,  ^gidius,  Paludanus  and  other  of 
More's  friends  in  Flanders,  towards  the  end  of  1516. 

More  then  revifed  it,  and,  through  Erafmus,  it  was 
fent  to  John  Frobenius  at  Bafle  to  print.  This  more 
fumptuous  and,  as  regards  authorfhip,  fecond  edition — 
probably  containing  the  flandard  text — bears  the  date 
of  November  1518.  In  the  meantime  however,  a  friend 
of  Erafmus,  the  Englifhman  Thomas  Lupfet,  brought  out 
a  reprint  of  the  firfl  edition  at  Paris,  which  was  printed 
by  Gilles  de  Gourmont  before  March  1518  ;  and  which 
is  therefore  in  point  of  time,  the  fecond  edition ;  the 
Bafle  one,  being  the  third ;  and  one  at  Vienna  in  1519, 
the  fourth  in  order  of  appearance.  All  four  were  in 
Latin,  then  the  common  familiar  language  of  the 
learned. 

By  a  flrange  fate,  not  a  fmgle  copy  of  this  work,  in  any 
language  whatfoever,  was  printed  in  England  in  More's 
lifetime  :  or  indeed  prior  to  thefe  EngHfh  verfions  of 
Ralph  Robinfon.  Yet — defpite  its  original  Latin  garb 
— the  work  is  effentially  Englifh,  and  will  ever  reckon 
among  the  treafures  of  our  literature. 

Without  fome  acquaintance  with  Sir  Thomas  More's 
ife,  one  might  be  apt  to  affume  Utopia  to  be  entirely 
lis  own  work,  and  the  perfons  named  in  it  to  be  fic- 
titious. He  wrote  the  letter  to  Petrus  ^gidius,  and 
the  two  books  of  Raphael's  communication.  Erafmus' 
etter  to  Frobenius  (not  here  tranflated)  was  printed  by 
lim  in  the  Bafle  edition  of  1518.  The  foflowing  alfo 
contributed  to  the  earlier  Latin  editions. 

Petrus  i^>GiDius,  the  Peter  Giles  of  this  translation,  [b.  1490— d.  1555], 
secretary  to  the  municipaUty  of  Antwerp.  Wrote  a  letter  translated  at  pp. 
163-166. 

John  Clement  [d.  i  July  1572]  at  the  time  More's  attendant,  afterwards 
Professor  of  Greek  at  Oxford.     See  p.  23. 

John  Paludanus,  Cassilitensis  *an  ancient  friend*  of  Erasmus,/.  7: 
contributed  to  the  first  edition,  a  letter  and  a  poem  not  translated  by  Ro- 
hiiison. 

Jerome  Buslkvden,  latinized  Buslidius  [b.  1470— d.  27  Aug.  1517]  a  rich 
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generous  diplomaie.  Founder  of  the  College  of  the  three  languages  (Latb 
Greek,  Hebrew),  at  Louvain.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  More,  not  translated  by 
Robinson. 

Gerard  Bronchrost,  of  Nimeguen  in  Latin  Noviom  AGUs[b.  1494 — d.1570]. 
Sometime  Mathematical  Professor  at  Rostock,  wrote  a  short  poem,  see  p.  167. 

Cornelius  Schryver,  latinized  Graph^us  [b.  1482— d.  19  Dec.  1558I 
made  in  1533  secretary  to  the  municipaUty  of  Antwerp,  also  contributed  a 
short  poem,  see  p.  167. 

William  Bude,  latinized  Budeus  or  Bud^eus  [b.  1467 — d.  23  Aug.  1540] 
the  most  learned  Frenchman  of  his  time.  His  letter  to  Lupset  first  appeared 
in  the  Paris  edition  of  1518,  not  included  by  Robinson. 

Thomas  Lupset  [b.  1498 — d.  27  Dec.  1532]  while  studying  at  Paris  edits 
second  edition  of  Utopia.  Afterwards  becomes  Lecturer  in  Rhetoric  at  Oxford. 

Utopia  is  worthy  of  multiformed  fludy.  Not  only 
from  its  reflecSlion  of  the  chara6ter,  principles,  and 
merry  wit  of  its  author  \  from  its  propofed  folutions  of 
fuch  focial  problems,  as  the  fcarcity  or  overplus  of  po- 
pulation, the  prevention  of  famines,  and  the  like :  buc 
alfo  from  its  reference  of  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
efpecially  the  *  bondmen,'  the  then  dying  out  ^villenage' 
of  England  ;  from  its  allufions  to  the  late,  as  well  as  to 
the  prefent  Englifh  king ;  from  its  furvey  of  Continental 
politics  in  1516:  and  on  other  accounts. 

The  furthell  difcovery  of  Amerigo  Vefpucd  in  his 
fourth  voyage,  along  the  coafl-Hne  of  Brazil,  appears  to 
have  been  Cape  Frio.  Sir  Thomas  More  apparently 
refers  to  Deodati's  colledlion,  in  fpeaking  of  ^thofe  iiii. 
voyages  that  be  nowe  in  printe,  and  abrode  in  euery 
mannes  handes;*  which,  in  Latin,  was  firfl  publiflied  in 
1507,  under  the  title  of  Qvattvor  A?iierid  Vefpvttii 
Navagationes.  Near  the  end  of  this  tract  is  the  follow- 
ing account  of  what  occurred  on  3  April,  1504. 

ReliBiis  igitur  in  cajlello prcefato  Chrijlicolis.  xxii'ij.  et 
cum  illis.  xij.  mackmis  ac  alijs  plurimus  armisi  v?ia  cum 
proidfione  pro  fexe  menfibus  Jtifficiente I     .     .     . 

On  this  paffage  More  hangs  his  whole  fi6lion.  This 
is  the  carefully  concealed  flarting-point  of  the  imagi- 
nary portion  of  his  work.  Thence  the  Portuguefe 
Hythlodaye  wanders  to  the  ifland  of  *  Nowhere,*  which 
to  More's  mind  was  'beyond  the  line  equinodlial*  be- 
tween Brazil  and  India.  There  for  five  years  and  more 
Hythlodaye  fludied  the  laws  and  habits  of  a  community 
(allowing  the  very  low  average  of  20  perfons  to  each  o 
the  6000  houfeholds  of  the  54  cities)    of  6,500,000 
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perfons;  not  including  their  countrey  population  or 
outlying  'forreyne  towns/  At  length,  returning  home 
from  India  in  the  Portuguefe  fleet,  Hythlodaye  is  re- 
prefented  as  introduced  by  Peter  ^gidius  to  More  in 
the  doorway  of  Antwerp  Cathedral :  whence  all  three 
adjourn  to  the  garden  in  Sir  Thomas'  houfe,  where,  on 
a  bench  *  covered  with  tomes'  they,  with  John  Clement, 
liflen  a  whole  day  to  the  flory  of  Hythlodaye :  the  con- 
tents of  the  firfl  book  being  recounted  before  dinner : 
and  thofe  of  the  fecond  between  dinner  and  fupper. 

Hythlodaye  may  well  fay  '  that  this  nation  tooke  theii 
beginninge  of  the  Grekes,  bicaufe  their  fpeche  .... 
kepeth  dyuers  fignes  and  tokens  of  the  greke  langage 
in  the  names  of  their  cityes,  and  of  theire  magiflrates  :'* 
as,  for  example,  the  following  : — 
Engush.       Latin.  Greek. 

Utopia  Utopia  [  =  Nusqiiama]      ov,  no;  rdiroSy  place. 

Hythlodaye  Hythlodseus  )  patro-      (  vd\os  [  =  nug3e]  nonfenfe, 
Achoriens      Archorii         >  nymic     X  (ixopos,  Joylefs,  wretched. 
Macariens      Macarensii     )  forms  of  ( /jLOLKap,  blejfed^  happy. 
Amaurot        Amaurotus  aiiavpdSfJJiadowy^tmknown. 

Anyder  Anydrus  &vvhpos,  waterlefs. 

Phylarch        Phylarchus  <l>\}\o%  apxf]y  chief  of thetribe. 

There  is  an  effential  difference  of  purpofe  in  the 
fomewhat  fimilar  works  of  Plato  and  More.  In  the 
Republic^  Plato,  in  the  perfon  of  Socrates,  endeavours 
'  thoroughly  to  invefligate  the  real  nature  of  juflice  and 
injuflice,'  by  firfl  inveftigating  their  charadler  in  cities, 
and  afterwards  by  applying  ^  the  fame  inquiry  to  the 
individual,  looking  for  the  counterpart  of  the  greater 
as  it  exifls  in  the  form  of  the  lefs/f  More,  in  the  per- 
fon of  Hythlodaye,  looking  round  the  world,  perceives 
nothing  *  but  a  certein  confpiracy  of  riche  men  pro- 
curinge  theire  owne  commodities  vnder  the  name  and 
title  of  the  commen  wealth.'J  Plato  endeavours  to  at- 
tain to  an  exa6l  idea  of  an  abllra6l  vertuc  :  More  feeks 
to  devife  a  fyflem  in  which  the  poor  fhall  not  perifh  for 
lack,  nor  the  rich  be  idle  through  excufe  of  their  riches : 
in  which  every  one  is  equally  of  the  commonwealth,  and  in 
which  the  commonwealth  poffefs  only  a  common  wealth. 

•  p   118.  t  The  Republic  of  Plato.     Ed.  by  J.  L.  Davies,  M.A.,  and 

D.  J  Vaughan,  M.A.     p.  52.     3rd  Ed.  1866.  %  p.  159. 
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UTOPIA. 

Referred  to  in  Letters  ^Papers  Foreign  &^  Domestic  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  Arranged  and  Catalogued  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Brewer,  M.A. 
London,  1864. 


1515.  [Feb.?]       [London?]    More  to  Erasmus.     Letters,  &f^c.\\.  ^,"^0. 

More's  embassy  has  been  successful,  but  tedious  ;  has  been 
away  more  than  six  months.    .    .    .    Has  formed  a  close  in- 
timacy with  Pet.  Giles  [^Egidius]  of  Antwerp. 
r5i6.  Oct.  31.       London.     More  to  Erasmus,     ii,  777. 

The  EpistolcB  Obscurorum  Vironan  is  popular  everywhere. 
Is  glad  that  Peter  [-^gidius]  likes  his  Nusqiiajna  [tJtopia]. 
Wishes  to  hear  if  Tunstal  approves  of  it,  and  other  judges. 
T516.  Nov.  12.     Louvain.    Gerardus  Noviomagus  (of  Nimeguen)  to  Eras- 
mus,    ii.  793. 

His  friend  Theodoricus  [Martin]  will  undertake  to  print  the 
Utopia.  Paludanus  will  show  him  a  cut  of  the  island  by  a 
great  painter,  if  Erasmus  desire  any  alterations. 

1516.  Nov.  18.     Brussels.  ^  Erasmus  to  Peter  ^Egidius.    ii.  796. 

Utopia  is  in  the  printer's  hands. 
t.Si6.        [7]  Mechlin.    Jerome  Buslidanus  to  More.    ii.  814. 

In  praise  of  his  Utopia. 

1516.  [f]  London.     More  to  Petrus  ^gidius.     ii.  896. 

Letter.     Translated  by  Robinson  at  pp.  21-26. 

[1516.  Dec.  ?  The  Editio  princeps  appears.  Libellvs  vere  avrevs  nee 
minvs  salvtaris  qvam  festitius,  de  optimo  reip.  statu,  deque 
noua  Insula  Vtopia.  .  .  .  It  has  no  pagination,  (i)  First  comes 
the  picture-chart  of  the  island  above  referred  to;  (2)  Then  the 
Utopian  alphabet,  in  which  A  to  L  are  represented  by  circles 
or  curves ;  M  by  a  triangle ;  and  N  to  Y  by  rectangles  or  por- 
tions thereof :  dashes  being  used  in  connection  with  these  for 
further  diversity.  (3)  Then  we  have  Anemolius'  Utopian 
Hekastichon,  see  p.  167 ;  (4)  Then  i^gidius'  letter  to  Busley- 
den,  see  pp.  163-166;  (5)  Then  another  letter  to  him,  from 
John  Paludanus,  who  also  contributes  a  poem  ;  neither  of  which 
were  included  in  Robinson's  translation  ;  (6)  Then  a  poem  by 
Girardus  Noviomagus,  De  Utopia,  see  p.  167 ;  (7)  Then  the 
poem  of  Cornelius  Graphaeus,  Ad  lectorem,  see  p.  167;  (8) 
Then  Busleyden's  letter  to  Thomas  More,  (not  included  in 
Robinson's  translation) ;  (9)  Then  More's  letter  to  iEgidius, 
see  pp.  21-26;  (10)  Then  the  Text,  in  two  books.] 

«5i7.        [?]  .  More  to  TuNSTALL.    ii.  1541. 

His  last  letters  were  the  most  delightful  he  ever  received 
from  him,  as  they  spoke  so  highly  of  his  Republica  [Utopia,. 

Trusts  tliey  were  as  sincere  as  candid Was  afraid. 

among  his  many  avocations,  he  would  not  have  time  for  such 
trifles,  nor  could  he  have  done  so  except  out  of  partiality.  Is 
glad  he  is  pleased  with  the  work,  and  not  less  for  his  candid 
advice. 

1517.  Jan,  13,      London.     More  to  Erasmus,    ii.  891. 

Begs  Erasmus  will  thank  Paludanus  and  Giles  [i^gidiusj. 
15^7.  Feb.  24.      Antwerp.     Erasmus  to  William  Cope.     ii.  953. 

Begs  him  to  send  for  More's  Utopia,  if  he  has  not  yet  read 
it,  and  wishes  to  see  the  true  source  of  all  political  evils.  [This 
proves  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  before  this  date.) 
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rsij.  Mar.  i.        Antwerp.     Erasmus  to  More.     ii.  958. 

Sends  one  letter  to  Marlianus,  who  imagined  that  the  first 
book  of  Utopia  was  written  by  Erasmus.    .    .    .    .    As  soon  as 
More  has  corrected  the  Utopia,  Erasmus  will  send  the  MS.  to 
Bnsle  or  Paris. 
£517.  Mar.  8.        Antwerp.     Erasmus  to  More.     ii.  963. 

'  Send  the  Utopia  at  your  earliest  opportunity.'      A_  burgo- 
master at  Antwerp  is  so  pleased  with  it  that  he  knows  it  all  by 
heart. 
«5i7.      [?1  London.     More  to  Erasmus,     ii.  913. 

Sent  his  Utopia  some  time  since,  and  is  delighted  to  hear  it 
will  come  out  in  a  magnificent  form. 
1517.  July  31.       Paris.    Gulielmus  Bud^eus  to  Thomas  Lupset.    ii.  1124. 
Thanks  him  for  a  copy  of  More's  Utopia.    .   .    .    Long  com- 
mendation of  the  Utopia.     [Printed  in  both  editions  of  1518.J 
1517.  Aug.  25.      Louvain.     Erasmus  to  John  Frobenius,     ii.  1147. 

Sends   .    .    .    Utopia  for  Frobenius  to  print 
1517-      C?l  Erasmus  to  More.    ii.  1090. 

Has  sent  More's  Epigrams  and  Utopia  to  Basle. 
1517.  Aug.  28.      Antwerp.     Francis  Chieregato  to  Erasmus,     ii.  1151. 

On  his  leaving  England  for  Rome,  to  avoid  the  sweating 
sickness,  touched  at  Antwerp  and  heard  that  Erasmus  was 
staying  with  Petrus  iEgidius,  secretary  to  the  municipality  ol 
Antwerp.  On  calling  heard  that  Erasmus  had  started  the 
day  before  for  Louvain. 
1517.      [?]  London.     More  to  Erasmus,    ii,  1155. 

Is  in  the  clouds  with  the  dream  of  the  government  to  be 
offered  him  by  his  Utopians  ;  fancies  him.self  a  grand  poten- 
tate, with  a  crown  and  a  Franciscan  cloak  (palu^amentum)^ 
followed  by  a  grand  procession  of  the  Amauri.  Should  it 
please  Heaven  to  exalt  him  to  this  high  dignity,  where  he  will 
be  too  high  to  think  of  common  acquaintances,  he  will  still 
keep  a  corner  in  his  heart  for  Erasmus  and  Tunstall;  and 
should  they  pay  him  a  visit  to  Utopia,  he  will  make  all  his 
subjects  honor  them  as  is  befitting  the  friends  of  majesty. 
The  morn  has  dawned  and  dispelled  his  dream,  and  stripped 
off  his  royalty,  plunging  him  down  into  his  old  mill-round  at 
the  Court. 
151 7.  Aug.  31.      Louvain.     Erasmus  to  Tunstal.    ii.  1154. 

Has  taken  up  his  abode  at  Louvain,  and  is  on  good  terms 
with  the  theologians.     Is  staying  with  Paludanus,  his  ancient 
friend,  but  wants  to  find  more  room  for  his  books. 
1517.  Sept.  3.  More  to  Erasmus,    ii.  1157. 

Sends  his   Utopia   ( Ntisquainant   nostratn  Husquavt  bene 
scriptaj/t  ad  te  mitto). 
1517  Sept.  15.     Paris.    Thomas  Lupset  to  Erasmus,    ii.  1162. 

Intends  getting  a  new  edition  of  More's  Utopia  printed. 

1517.  Dec.  15.      London.     More  to  Erasmus,     ii.     1201. 

Expects  his  Utopia. 

1518.  Mar.  5         Louvain.     Erasmus  to  More.    ii.     1238. 

The  printers  at  Basle  excuse  their  delay  in  the  Ulopia  by 
reason  of  the  preface  added  by  Budaeus.  [This  is  the  third 
edition.]  Has  seen  a  French  edition  of  the  Utopia.  [Lupset's 
edition,  printed  by  Gilles  de  Gourmont  at  Paris,  must  there- 
fore rank  as  the  second  in  point  of  time,  but  is  only  a  reprint 
of  the  Louvain  edition  of  1516.] 
i«;i8.  Nov.  [Date  of  the  Basle  edition,  third  in  point  of  time,  second  2& 

regards  authorship.  It  omits  Paludanus'  letter  and  poem  of 
the  first  edition,  and  has  in  addition  the  above  mentioned 
letters  from  Erasmus  to  Frobenius,  and  from  Bud€  to  Lupset. 
This  edition  therefore  embodying  also  More's  corrections  of 
the  previous  year,  is  at  once  the  most  complete  wid  most 
Correct  published  m  his  lifetime.] 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
Utopia:. 

*  Editions  not  seen. 
For  the  earliest  Latin  editions,  s^q  />p.  6,  7.     Space  does  not  permit  detailing 
other  Latin,  or  the  French,  German,  Italian,  and  Spanish  editions  that 
have  appeared. 

ENGLISH  EDITIONS. 
(a)  Cgsuw  in  ll)c  Stut^or'g  lifetime. 

None. 
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Ralph  Robinson's  Translation. 

I.  As  a  separate  publication. 

1  1551.  London,     i  vol.  8vo.     Earliest  translation:  see  title  at/.  11. 

2  1556.  London.     1  vol.  8vo.     Second  and  revised  translation :  see  title  at 

/.  17. 

3  1597.  London.     A  most  pleasant  fruitfull  and  wittieworke,  .  .  of  the  best 
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The 
Life  and  Travels 

of 

RAPHAEL     HYTHLODAYK 


*  Probable  or  approximate  dates. 

Based  chiefly  —  besides  the  present  work  —  on  AtneTngo  Vespucci,  Son 
caractere,  ses  ecrits  {jueme  les  vwItis  autkentigues),  sa  vie  et  ses  narn'gations; 
by  F.  A.  DE  Varnhagen,  Brazilian  Minister  to  Peru,  Chile,  and  Ecuador, 
&c.  Lima,  1865,  fol.  See  also  TJie  Life  and  Voyages  of  A  merictis  Vespt4>- 
ciiis,  by  C.  E.  Lester  and  A.  Foster.     New  York,  1846,  Svo. 

The  same  Raphael  Hythlodaye  (for  this  is  his  name)  is  very  well  lerned  in 

the  Latine  tongue  :  but  profounde  and  excellent  in  the  Greke  tongue 

His  patrimonye  that  he  was  borne  vnto,  he  lefte  to  his  brethern  (for  he  is  a 
Portugal  borne).  /.  29.  As  concerning  my  frendes  and  kynsfolke  (quod  he\ 
1  passe  not  greatly  for  them.  For  I  thinke  I  haue  sufficiently  doone  my  parte 
towardes  them  already,    p.  33. 

As  concernyng  this  matter,  I  allow  the  ordlnaunce  of  no  nation  so  wel  as 
yat  which  I  sawe,  whiles  I  trauailed  abroade  aboute  the  worlde,  vsed  in  Persia 
amonge  the  people  that  commenly  be  called  the  Polylerites  [Polyleritae],  p,  47. 
1494.  April.  The  King  of  Spain  throws  open  the  trade  and  navigation  ol 

the  Indies  to  all  ships  taking  their  departure  from  Cadiz. 
•1495.  *  There  [i.e.  in  England]  I  taried  for  the  space  of.  iiii.  or  .v. 

monethes  together,  not  longe  after  the  insurrection,  yat  the 

Westerne  Englishe  men  made  agaynst  their  King.*    p.  36, 
He  stays  with  Cardinal  Morton.     At. pp.  37-54,  he  gives  an 

account  of  a  table-talk,  one  day  while  he  was  in  his  house. 

1497.  May  TO.       The  Florentine  Amerigo  Vespucci  [b.  9  Mar.  1451 — d.  22 

Feb.  1512],  in  the  employ  of  the  King  of  Spain,  leaves  Cadiz 
with  4  ships.     This,  his  first  voyage,  was  chiefly  about  the 

1498.  Oct.  15.    Gulf  of  Mexico.     He  returns  to  Cadiz  15  October  1498. 

1499.  May.  Vespucci — again  in  the  service  of  Spain — leaves  Cadiz.   This 

voyage,  in  part  with  Alonzo  de  Hojeda  and  Juan  de  la  Cosa, 
brought  him  to  the  mainland  of  South  America. 

Hythlodaye,  *  for  the  desire  that  he  had  to  see,  and  knowe 
the  farre  Countreyes  of  the  worlde,  he  ioyned  himselfe  in  com- 
pany with  Amerike  Vespuce,  and  in  the.  iii.  last  voyages  of 

1500.  Sept.        those,  iii.  ...  he  continued  styl  in  his  company.'    /.  29. 

1501.  May  14.       Vespucci — entering  the  service  of  the  king  of  Portugal — 

leaves  Lisbon  on  his  third  voyage  ;  in  which  he  continues  his 

1502.  Sept.  7.    discoveries  along  the  coast  of  Brazil.     He  returns  to  Lisbon. 

1503.  May  Vespucci— still  in  the  service  of  the  king  df  Portugal — com- 
[June  ?]  10.     mands  a  ship  in  a  squadron  of  6  ships,  under  GonQalo  de  Coelho. 

Hythloday  says,  "When  I  was  determyned  to  entre  into 
my.  iiii.  voyage,  I  caste  into  the  shippe  in  the  steade  of  mar- 
chandise  a  prety  fardel  of  bookes,  bycause  I  intended  to  come 
againe  rather  neuer,  than  shortly." — See  list  at  p.  119. 

*  Also  my  companion,  Tricius  Apinatus  caried  with  him  phi- 
sick  bookes.'    /.  119. 

^  The  squadron  crossed  the  line,  and  on  10th  Aug.  saw  dis- 
tinctly on  the  horizon  an  island — which  can  be  no  other  than 
Fernando  de  Noronha.  The  flag-ship,  of  300  tons,  was 
wrecked  on  a  rock  near  the  island,  but  happily  the  crew  were 
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saved.  Vespucci,  then  4  leagues  from  the  island,  was  ordered 
to  find  in  it  a  harbour.  H^  missed  the  island  and  lost  sight  of 
the  other  ships.  After  8  days,  however,  he  saw  a  sail  on  the 
horizon,  which  on  joining  proved  to  be  one  of  them.  Both 
vessels  then  returned  to  the  island,  and  found  the  other  three 
ships  gone;  anchored,  took  in  wood,  &:c.,  and  then  setout  for  the 
appointe'i  remiezvoiis  in  case  of  separation  ;  Bahia,  discovered 
in  the  previous  voyage.  There  they  arrived  in  18  days;  and 
1503.  Sept.,  waited  for  2  months  and  14  days.  At  length  tired  of  the  delay, 
Oct.  the  two  commanders  determmed  to  explore  the  coast  ahead. 
Sailing  southward,  they  at  length  stopped  at  a  port,  which, 

1503.  Nov.         (according  to  Varnhagen),  can  be  no  other  than  Cape  Frio. 

Here  they  found  a<^uantity  of  dye-wood  (brazil),  with  which 

1504.  Mar.         they  loaded  their  ships;  during  a  stay  of  5  months. 

Before  returning,  they  left  a  little  factory  of  24  armed  men 

1504.  April  3.    in  a  fortress  armed  with  12  guns.     Then  setting  out,  in  77  days 

1504.  June  18.  reached  Lisbon  on  18  June  1503  ;  bring  the  earliest  tidings  of 

either  themselves  or  their  missing  consorts ;  which  on  4  Sept. 

1504,  Vespucci  believed  to  be  all  Tost.   {Coftdeiised/rain  Var)!- 

hage7i,pp,  114,  115.]  ^ 

Hythlodaye  'gotte  the  licence  of  mayster  Americke  (though 
it  was  sore  agains  this  wyll)  to  be  one  of  the.  xxiiii  whlche  in 
the  ende  of  the  laste  voyage  were  left  in  the  countrye  of  Gulike.' 
p.  30. 

After  the  departynge  of  Mayster  Vespuce,  when  he  had  tra- 
uailed  through  and  aboute  many  Countreyes  with.  v.  of  his 
companions  Gulikanes  [/.^.  of  the  above  24:  one  of  the.^e  five 
was  the  above  named  Tricius  Apinatiis, /.  119.]  /.  30. 
•«S05-*i5io.  Yf  you  had  bene  with  me  in  Utopia,  and  had  presentlye  sene 
theire  fashions  and  lawes,  as  I  dyd,  whyche  lined  there,  v. 
yeares,  and  moore,  and  wolde  neuer  haue  commen  thence,  but 
onlye  to  make  that  newe  lande  knowen  here.    /.  69. 

Amaurote  .  .  .  whereir.  I  liued  fiue  whole  yeares  together. 

P-  77- 

The  AcHORiENS  [Achorii],  whiche  be  situate  ouer  agaynste 
the  Hand  of  Utopia  on  the  south  easte  side.     p.  57. 

The  Macariens  [Macarensii]  whiche  be  not  farre  distaunt 
fcom  Utopia,    p.  62. 

'The  Anemolianes  [AnemoHl]  .  .  .  dwell  farre  thence,  and 
had  verie  litle  alcjquaintance  with'  the  Utopians.    /.  loi. 

The  battell  whiche  the  Utopians  fought  for  the  Nephelo- 
GETES  [Nephelogetae]  against  the  Alaopolitanes  [Alaopo- 
litae]  a  little  before  oure  time  .  .  .  The  Nephclogetes  before 
the  warre,  when  the  Alaopolitanes  flourished  in  wealth,  wer 
nothing  to  be  compared  with  them.    //.  132,  133. 

The  Zapoletes  [Zapoletae].  This  people  is.  500.  myles  from 
Utopia  eastewarde.    /.  136. 

Hythlodaye  marries  the  aunt  of  Anemolius,  the  Poet 
Laureate  of  Utopia,     p.  167. 

But  because  among  vs  foure  ;for  no  mo  of  vs  was  left  aliue, 
two  of  our  t'.ompanye  beyng  dead)  there  was  no  priest,  .  .  .  i^t 
my  departuie.  ...    /.  144. 

At  the  last  by  merueylous  chaunce  he  [Hythlodaye]  arriued 
in  Trapobane  [Ceylon]  from  whence  he  went  to  Caliquit  [Cali- 
cut], where  he  chaunced  to  fynde  certayne  of  hys  Countreyf 
shippes,  wherein  he  retourned  agayne  to  his  Countreye,  no 
thinge  lesse  then  looked  for.  p.  30. 
X515.  *Nov.  Sir  T.  More  meeting  Hythlodaye  in  the  doorway  of  Antwerp 

Cathedral,  describes  him  as  '  A  man  well  stricken  in  age,  with 
a  blacke  sonneburned  face,  a  longe  bearde,  and  a  cloke  cast 
homly  about  his  shoulders,  whome,  by  his  fauoure  and  apparell 
furthwith  I  iudged  to  bee  a  mariner.'    /.  29. 
1516.  Nov.  1.       'Very  vncertain  newes'  (!)  subsequently   of  Hythh^r^ave 
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Pon  a  tyme,  when  tidynges  came  too  the 
citie  of  Corinthe  that  kyng  Phihppe  father 
to  Alexander  furnamed  ye  Great,  was 
comming  thetherwarde  with  an  armie 
royall  to  lay  fiege  to  the  citie  :  The  Cor- 
inthians being  forth  with  flryken  with  greate  feare,  be- 
ganne  bufilie,  and  earneflly  to  looke  aboute  them,  and 
to  falle  to  worke  of  all  handes.  Some  to  fkowre  and 
trymme  vp  hameis,  fome  to  carry  flones,  fome  to 
amende  and  buylde  hygher  the  walles,  fome  to  ram- 
piere  and  fortyfie  the  bulwarkes,  and  fortreffes,  fome 
one  thynge,  and  fome  an  other  for  the  defendinge,  and 
flrengthenynge  of  the  citie.  The  whiche  bufie  labour, 
and  toyle  of  theires  when  Diogenes  the  phylofopher 
fawe,  hauing  no  profitable  buftnes  whereupon  to  fette 
himfelf  on  worke  (neither  any  man  required  his 
labour,  and  helpe  as  expedient  for  the  commen  wealth 
in  that  neceffitie)  immediatly  /girded  about  him  his 
phylofophicall  cloke,  and  began  to  rolle,  and  tumble  vp 
and  downe  hether  and  thether  vpon  the  hille  fyde,  thai 
lieth  adioyninge  to  the  citie,  his  great  barrel  or  tunne 
wherein  he  dwelled :  for  other  dwellynge  place  wol( 


he  haue  none.    This  feing  one  of  his  frendes,  and  not 
a  Htell  mufynge  therat,  came  to  hym :   And  I  praye 
the  Diogenes  (quod  he)  whie  doefl  thou  thus,  or  what 
meanefl  thou  hereby  ?     Forfothe  I  am  tumblyng  my 
tubbe  to  (quod  he)  bycaufe  it  where  no  realon  yat  I  only 
fhould  be  ydell,  where  fo  many  be  working.     In  fem- 
blable  maner,  right  honorable  fir,  though  I  be,  as  I  am 
in  dede,  of  muche  leffe  habiUtie  then  Diogenes  was  to 
do  any  thinge,  that  fhall  or  may  be  for  the  auaunce- 
ment  and  commoditie  of  the  pubHque  wealth  of  my 
natiue  countrey  :  yet  I  feing  euery  fort,  and  kynde 
of  people  in  theire  vocation,  and  degree  bufilie  occu- 
pied about  the  common  wealthes  affaires  :  and  efpeci- 
ally  learned  men  dayly  putting  forth  in  writing  newe 
inuentions,  and  deuifes   to  the   furtheraunce  of  the 
fame :  thought  it  my  bounden  duetie  to  God,  and  to 
my  countrey  fo  to  tumble  my  tubbe,  I  meane  fo  to 
occupie,  and  exercife  mefelf  in  beftowing  fuch  fpare 
houres,  as  I  beinge  at  ye  becke,  and  commaundement 
of  others,  cold  conueniently  winne  to  me  felf:    yat 
though  no  commoditie  of  that  my  labour,  and  trauaile 
to  the  publique  weale  fhould  arife,  yet  it  myght  by  this 
appeare,  yat  myne  endeuoire,  and  good  wille  hereunto 
was  not  lacking.     To  the  accomplifhement  therfore, 
and  fulfyllyng  of  this  my  mynde,  and  purpofe  :  I  toke 
vpon  me  to  tourne,  and  tranflate  oute  of  Latine  into  oure 
Englifhe  tonge  the  frutefull,  and  profitable  boke,  which 
fir  Thomas  more  knight  compiled,  and  made  of  the 
new  yle  Utopia,  conteining  and  fetting  forth  ye  beft 
{late,  and  fourme  of  a  publique  weale  :  A  worke  (as  it 
appeare th)  written  almofl  fourtie  yeres  ago  by  the  faid 
fir  Thomas  More  ye  authour  therof.    The  whiche  man, 
forafmuche  as  he  was  a  man  of  late  tyme,  yea  almofl 
of  thies   our   dayes :    and  for  ye  excellent  qualities, 
wherewith  the  great  goodnes  of  God  had  plentyfully 
endowed  him,  and  for  ye  high  place,   and  rowme, 
wherunto  his  prince  had  mofl  gracioufly  called  him,  not- 
ably wel  knowen,  not  only  among  vs  his  countremen, 
but  alfo  in  forrein  countreis  and  nations :  therfore  I 
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haue  not  much  to  fpeake  of  him.  This  only  I  faye : 
yat  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  of  al,  and  not  only  of  vs 
Englifh  men,  yat  a  man  of  fo  incomparable  witte,  of  fo 
profounde  knowlege,  of  fo  abfolute  learning,  and  of  fo 
fine  eloquence  was  yet  neuertheleffe  fo  much  blinded, 
rather  with  obflinacie,  then  with  ignoraunce  yat  he 
could  not  or  rather  would  not  fee  the  fhining  light  of 
godes  holy  truthe  in  certein  principal  pointes  of  Chris- 
tian religion :  but  did  rather  cheufe  to  perfeuer,  and 
continue  in  his  wilfull  and  flubbourne  obflinacie  euen 
to  ye  very  death.  This  I  fay  is  a  thing  much  to  be 
lamented.  But  letting  this  matter  paffe,  I  retourne 
again  to  Utopia.  Which  (as  I  faid  befor)  is  a  work  not 
only  for  ye  matter  yat  it  conteineth  fruteful  and  pro- 
fitable, but  alfo  for  ye  writers  eloquent  latine  fliele 
pleafaunt  and  delectable.  Which  he  yat  readeth  in 
latine,  as  ye  authour  himfelf  wrote  it,  perfectly  vnder- 
(landing  ye  fame  :  doubtles  he  fhal  take  gi*eat  pleafure, 
and  delite  both  in  ye  fweete  eloquence  of  ye  writer,  and 
alfo  in  ye  wittie  inuencion,  and  fine  conueiaunce,  or 
difpofition  of  ye  matter  :  but  mofl  of  all  in  the  good, 
and  holfome  leffons,  which  be  there  in  great  plenty, 
and  aboundaunce.  But  nowe  I  feare  greatly  yat  in 
this  my  fimple  tranllation  through  my  rudenes  and  ig- 
noraunce in  our  englifh  tonge  all  the  grace  and  pleafure 
of  ye  eloquence,  wherwith  ye  matter  in  latine  is  finely 
fet  forth  may  feme  to  be  vtterly  excluded,  and  loll : 
and  therfore  the  frutefulnes  of  the  matter  it  felfe  muche 
peraduenture  diminifhed,  and  appayred.  For  who 
knoweth  not  whiche  knoweth  any  thyng,  that  an 
eloquent  flyele  fetteth  forth  and  highly  commendeth  a 
meane  matter  ?  Where  as  on  the  other  fide  rude,  and 
vnlearned  fpeche  defaceth  and  difgraceth  a  very  good 
matter.  According  as  I  harde  ones  a  wife  man  fay : 
A  good  tale  euel  tolde  were  better  vntold,  and  an 
euell  tale  well  tolde  nedeth  none  other  follicitour. 
This  thing  I  well  pondering  and  wayinge  with  me  felf, 
and  alfo  knowing,  and  knowledging  the  barbarous 
rudenes  of  my  tranllation  was  fully  determined  neuer 


:o  haue  put  it  forth  in  printe,  had  it  not  bene  for  cer- 
;ein  frendes  of  myne,  and  efpecially  one,  whom  aboue 
il  other  I  regarded,  a  man  of  fage,  and  difcret  witte 
md  in  wor[l]dly  matters  by  long  vfe  well  experienced, 
vhoes  name  is  George  Tadlowe  :  an  honeft  citizein  of 
London,  and  in  the  fame  citie  well  accepted,  and  of 
^ood  reputation :  at  whoes  requefl,  and  inflaunce  I 
irfL  toke  vpon  my  weake,  and  feble  fliolders  ye  heauie, 
md  weightie  bourdein  of  this  great  enterprice.  This 
nan  with  diuers  other,  but  this  man  chiefely  (for  he 
vas  able  to  do  more  with  me,  then  many  other)  after 
hat  I  had  ones  rudely  brought  ye  worke  to  an  ende, 
:eaffed  not  by  al  meanes  poffible  continualy  to  af- 
ault  me,  vntil  he  had  at  ye  lafle,  what  by  ye  force  of  his 
)itthie  argumentes  and  flrong  reafons,  and  what  by 
lys  authority  fo  perfuaded  me,  that  he  caufed  me  to 
igree  and  confente  to  the  impryntynge  herof.  He 
herfore,  as  the  chiefe  perfuadour,  mufl  take  vpon  him 
he  daunger,  w^hyche  vpon  this  bolde,  and  raflie  enter- 
)ryfe  fliall  enfue.  I,  as  I  fuppofe,  am  herin  clerely 
x:quytte,  and  difcharged  of  all  blame.  Yet,  honorable 
)yr  for  the  better  auoyding  of  enuyous  and  malycyous 
onges,  I  (knowynge  you  to  be  a  man,  not  onlye  pro- 
oundely  learned,  and  well  affected  towardes  all  fuche, 
eyther  canne,  or  wyll  take  paynes  in  ye  well  be- 
,owing  of  that  poore  talente,  whyche  GOD  hath  en- 
lued  them  wyth :  but  alfo  for  youre  godlye  dyfpofytyon, 
nd  vertuous  qualytyes  not  vnworthelye  nowe  placed 
n  aucthorytye,  and  called  to  honoure)  am  the  bolder 
mmblye  to  offer  and  dedycate  vnto  youre  good  mayfler- 
hyppe  thys  my  fymple  woorke.  Partly  that  vnder  the 
auife  conducte  of  your  protection  it  may  the  better  be 
ef ended  from  the  obloquie  of  them,  -which  can  fay 
^•ell  by  nothing,  that  pleafeth  not  their  fond,  and  cor- 
upt  iudgementes,  though  it  be  els  both  frutefull  and 
odly  :  and  partlye  that  by  the  meanes  of  this  homely 
)refent  I  may  the  better  renewe,  and  reuiue  (which  of 
ate,  as  you  know,  I  haue  already  begonne  to  do)  yat 
)ld  acquayntaunce,  that  was  betwene  you  and  me  in 
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the  time  of  our  childhode,  being  then  fcolefellowes  to- 
gethers.    Not  doubting  that  you  for  your  natiue  good- 
nes,  and  gentelnes  will  accept  in  good  parte  this  poore 
gift,  as  an  argument,  or  token,  that  mine  old  good 
wil,  and  hartye  affection  towardes  you  is  not  by  reafon 
of  long  tract  of  time,  and  feparation  of  our  bodies  any 
thinge  at  all  quayled  and  diminifhed,  but  rather  (I 
affuer  you)  much   augmented,  and  ^  increafed.      This 
verely  is  ye  chieffe  caufe,  yat  hath  incouraged  me  to 
be  fo  bolde  with  youre  maiflerfhippe.    Els  truelye  this 
my  poore  prefent  is  of  fuch  fimple  and  meane  fort, 
that  it  is  neyther  able  to  recompenfe  the  lead  portion 
of  your  great  gentelnes  to  me,  of  my  part  vndeferued, 
both  in  the  time  of  our  olde  acquayntance,  and  alfo 
now  lately  again  bountifully  fhewed  :  neither  yet  fitte, 
and  mete  for  the  very  bafenes  of  it  to  be  offered  to 
one  fo  worthy,  as  you  be.     But  almighty  god  (who 
therfore  euer  be  thanked)  hath  auaunced  you  to  fuch 
fortune,  and  dignity,  that  you  be  of  hability  to  accept 
thankefully  afwell  a  mans  good  will  as  his  gift.     The 
fame  god  graunte  you  and  all  yours  long,  and  ioyfuUy 
to  contynue  in  all  godlynes 
and  profperytye. 
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jJmprintetr  at  Hontion,  feij 

at)ra!)am  caele,  DlDellinge  in 

^auls  cijurcijparDc,  at  tijc  signe 
of  tije  Hamie, 


C  Zf)t  ttumiatot  to  tfjt 
eeutle  reatrer* 

jHou  flialte  vnderRande  gentle  reader  that 
thoughe  this  worke  of  Utopia  in  Eng- 
lifh,  come  nowe  the  feconde  tyme  furth  in 
Print,  yet  was  it  neuer  my  minde  nor  in- 
tente,  that  it  fhoulde  euer  haue  bene  Im- 
printed at  all,  as  who  for  no  fuch  purpofe  toke  vpon  me 
at  the  firfle  the  tranflation  thereof :  but  did  it  onelye  at 
the  requefl  of  a  frende,  for  his  owne  priuate  vfe,  vpon 
hope  that  he  wolde  haue  kept  it  fecrete  to  hym  fell 
alone.  Whom  though  I  knew  to  be  a  man  in  dede, 
both  very  wittie,  and  alfo  fkilful,  yet  was  I  certen,  that 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tonge,  he  was  not.fo  well 
fene,  as  to  be  hable  to  iudge  of  the  finenes  or  courfe- 
nes  of  my  tranflation.  Wherfore  I  wente  the  more 
fleightlye  through  with  it,  propoundynge  to  my  felfe 
therein,  rather  to  pleafe  my  fayde  frends  iudgemente, 
then  myne  owne.  To  the  meaneffe  of  whofe  learninge 
I  thoughte  it  my  part  to  fubmit,  and  attemper  my  flile. 
Lightlie  therefore  I  ouer  ran  the  whole  w^orke,  and  in 
iTiort  tyme,  with  more  haft,  then  good  fpede,  I  broughte 
it  to  an  ende.  But  as  the  latin  prouerbe  fayeth  :  The 
haftye  bitche  bringeth  furth  blind  whelpes.  For  w^hen 
this  my  worke  was  finifhed,  the  rudenes  therot  fhewed 
it  to  be  done  in  pofle  hafle.  How  be  it,  rude  and  bafe 
though  it  w^ere,  yet  fortune  fo  ruled  the  matter  that  to 
Imprintinge  it  came,  and  that  partly  againfl  my  wyll. 
Howebeit  not  beinge  hable  in  this  behalfe  to  refifl  the 
pitthie  perfuafions  of  my  frendes,  and  perceauing  ther- 
fore  none  other  remedy,  but  that  furth  it  flioulde :  I 
comforted  myfelfe  for  the  tyme,  only  with  this  notable 
faying  of  Terence. 

/fa  vita  ejl  ho?nmu7n,  quafi  qimni  liidas  tefferis. 
Si  ilhid^  qiwd  ejl  maxuine  opus  iactii  non  cadit : 
Illud,  quod  cecidit  forte ^  id  arte  vt  corrigas. 
In  which  verfes  the  Poete  likeneth  or  compareth  the 
life  of  man  to  a  diceplaiyng  or  a  game  at  the  tables  : 
Meanynge  therein,  if  that  chaunce  rife  not,  whiche  is 
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moft,  for  the  plaiers  aduauntage,  that  then  the  chaunce, 
which  fortune  hathe  fent,  ought  fo  connyngly  to  be 
played,  as  may  be  to  the  plaier  leafl  dammage.  By  the 
which  worthy  fimiUtude  furely  the  wittie  Poete  geueth 
vs  to  vnderflande,  that  though  in  any  of  our  actes  and 
doynges,  (as  it  ofte  chaunceth)  we  happen  to  faile  and 
miffe  of  our  good  pretenfed  purpofe,  fo  that  the  fucceffe 
and  our  intente  proue  thingesfarre  odde :  yetfo  we  ought 
with  wittie  circumfpection  to  handle  the  matter,  that  no 
euyll  or  incommoditie,  as  farre  furth  as  may  be,  and  as 
in  vs  lieth,  do  therof  enfue.  According  to  the  whiche 
counfell,  though  I  am  in  dede  in  comparifon  of  an  ex- 
perte  gamefler  and  a  conning  player,  but  a  very e  bungler, 
yet  haue  I  in  this  by  chaunce,  that  on  my  fide  vnwares 
hath  fallen,  fo  (I  fuppofe)  behaued  myfelf,  that,  as 
doubtles  it  might  haue  bene  of  me  much  more  conn- 
ingly  handled,  had  I  forethought  fo  much,  or  doubted 
any  fuch  fequele  at  the  beginninge  of  my  plaie  :  fo  I  am 
fuer  it  had  bene  much  worfe  then  it  is,  if  I  had  not  in 
the  ende  loked  fomwhat  earnefllye  to  my  game.  For 
though  this  worke  came  not  from  me  fo  fine,  fo  per- 
fect e,  and  fo  exact  yat  at  firfl,  as  furely  for  my  fmale 
lerning,  it  fliould  haue  done,  yf  I  had  then  ment  the 
publifhing  therof  in  print:  yet  I  trufl  I  haue  now  in  this 
feconde  edition  taken  about  it  fuch  paines,  yat  veryefewe 
great  faultes  and  notable  errours  are  in  it  to  be  founde. 
Now  therfore,  mofl  gentle  reader,  the  meaneffe  of  this 
fmiple  tranflation,  and  the  faultes  that  be  therin  (as  I 
feare  muche  there  be  fome)  I  doubt  not,  but  thou  wilt, 
in  iufl  confideration  of  the  premiffes,  gentlye  and  fa- 
uourablye  winke  at  them.  So  do- 
ynge  thou  flialt  minifler  vnto 
me  good  caufe  to  thinke 
my  labour  and  paynes 
herein  not  altoge- 
thers  beflowed 
in  vaine. 

FA  IE, 


fl  m)o\m$  #flore  to  l^t= 


Am  almofle  afliamed,  righte  welbeloued 
Peter  Giles,  to  fend  vnto  you  this  boke 
of  ye  Utopian  commen  wealth,  welniegh 
after  a  yeres  fpace,  whiche  I  am  fure  you 
looked  for  within  a  moneth  and  a  halfe. 
And  no  marueil.  For  you  knewe  well  ynough,  that 
I  was  alreadye  difbourdened  of  all  the  laboure  and 
(ludye  belongynge  to  the  inuention  in  this  worke,  and 
that  I  had  no  nede  at  al  to  trouble  my  braines  about 
the  difpofition,  or  conueiaunce  of  the  matter :  and 
thcrfore  had  herein  nothing  els  to  do,  but  only  to  re- 
hearfe  thofe  thinges,  whiche  you  and  I  togethers  hard 
maifler  Raphael  tel  and  declare.  Wherefore  there 
was  no  caufe  why  I  fhuld  fludy  to  fetforth  the  matter 
with  eloquence :  for  afmuch  as  his  talke  could  not  be 
fine  and  eloquent,  beynge  firfle  not  fludied  for,  but 
fuddein  and  vnpremeditale,  and  then,  as  you  know,  of 
a  man  better  fene  in  the  Greke  language,  then  in  the 
latin  tonge.  And  my  writynge,the  niegher  Truethioueth 
it  fhould  approche  to  his  homely  plaine,  simpiidtie  and 
and  fimple  fpeche,  fomuche  the  niegher  P'^y"^^- 
fhuld  it  go  to  the  trueth :  which  is  the  onelye  marke, 
wherunto  I  do  and  ought  to  directe  all  my  trauail  and 
fludy  herin.  I  graunte  and  confeffe,  frende  Peter, 
myfelfe  difcharged  of  fomuche  laboure,  hauinge  all  thefe 
thinges  ready  done  to  my  hande,  that  almoofle  there 
was  nothinge  left  for  me  to  do.  Elles  either  the  inuen- 
tion, or  the  difpofition  of  this  matter  myghte  haue  re- 
quired of  a  witte  neither  bafe,  neither  at  all  vnlearned, 
both  fome  time  and  leafure,  and  alfo  fome  fludie. 
But  if  it  were  requifite,  and  neceffarie,  that  the  matter 
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flioulde  alfo  haue  bene  wrytten  eloquentlie,  and  not 
alone  truelye  :  of  a  fueretie  that  th3^nge  coulde  I  liaue 
perfourmed  by  no  tyme  nor  fludye.  But  now  feynge 
all  thefe  cares,  flayes,  and  lettes  were  taken  awaye, 
wherin  elles  fo  muche  laboure  and  fludye  fhoulde 
haue  bene  employed,  and  that  there  remayhed  no  other 
thynge  for  me  to  do,  but  onelye  to  write  playnelie  the 
matter  as  1  hard  it  fpoken :  that  in  deede  was  a  thynge 
lighte  and  eafye  to  be  done.  Howbeit  to  the  difpatch- 
ynge  of  thys  fo  lytle  bufyneffe,  my  other  cares  and 
troubles  did  leaue  almofl  leffe,  then  no  leafure. 
The  authors  Whilcs  I  doo  dayclic  befiowe  my  time 
bussines  and  aboutc  lawc  matters  :  fome  to  pleade,  fome 
to  heare,  fome  as  an  arbitratoure  with  myne 
awarde  to  determine,  fome  as  an  vmpier  or  a  ludge, 
with  my  fentence  finallye  to  difcuffe.  Whiles  I  go  one 
waye  to  fee  and  vifite  my  frende  :  an  other  waye  about 
myne  owne  priuat  affaires.  Whiles  I  fpende  almofl  al 
the  day  abrode  emonges  other,  and  the  refidue  at  home 
among  mine  owne ;  I  leaue  to  my  felf,  I  meane  to  my 
booke  no  time  For  when  I  am  come  home,  I  muRe 
commen  with  my  wife,  chatte  with  my  children,  and 
talke  wyth  my  feruauntes.  All  the  which e  thinges  I 
recken  and  accompte  amonge  bufmeffe,  forafmuche  as 
they  mufle  of  neceffitie  be  done  :  and  done  mufle  they 
nedes  be,  oneleffe  a  man  wyll  be  flraunger  in  his  owne 
houfe.  And  in  any  wyfe  a  man  muRe  fo  fafliyon  and 
order  hys  conditions,  and  fo  appoint  and  difpofe  him 
felfe,  that  he  be  merie,  iocunde,  and  pleafaunt  amonge 
them,  whom  eyther  nature  hathe  prouided,  or  chaunce 
hath  made,  or  he  hym  felfe  hath  chofen  to  be  the 
felowes,  and  companyons  of  hys  life  :  fo  that  with  to 
muche  gentle  behauioure  and  familiaritie,  he  do  not 
marre  them,  and  by  to  muche  fufferaunce  of  his  fer- 
uauntes, make  them  hismayflers.  Emonge  thefe  thynges 
now  rehearfed,  flealeth  awaye  the  daye,  the  moneth, 
the  yeare.  When  do  I  write  then  ?  And  all  this  while 
haue  I  fpoken  no  worde  of  flepe,  neyther  yet  of  meate, 
which  emong  a  great  number  doth  waft  no  leffe  tyme, 
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then  doeth  flepe,  wherein  almofle  halfe  the  life  tyme 
of  man  crepethawaye.  I  therefore  dowynne  Meateandsiepe 
and  get  onelye  that  tyme,  whiche  I  fteale  from  great  wasters 
flepe  and  meate.  Whiche  tyme  becaufe  °  ^'^^' 
it  is  very  Htle,  and  yet  fomwhat  it  is,  therfore  haue  I 
ones  at  the  lafle,  thoughe  it  be  longe  firft,  finifhed 
Utopia ;  and  haue  fent  it  to  you,  frende  Peter,  to  reade 
and  perufe :  to  the  intente  that  yf  anye  thynge  haue 
efcaped  me,  you  might  put  me  in  remembraunce  of  it. 
For  thoughe  in  this  behalfe  I  do  not  greatlye  miRrufle 
my  felfe  (whiche  woulde  God  I  were  fomwhat  in  wit 
and  learninge,  as  I  am  not  all  of  the  worfle  and  dullefl 
memoiye)  yet  haue  I  not  fo  great  trufle  and  confidence 
in  it,  that  I  thinke  nothinge  coulde  fall  out  of  my 
mynde.    For  lohn  Clement  my  boye,  who   ^  ,    ^ 

•^  1  ^1  r      i.  'i-i  lohn  Clement. 

as  you  know  was  there  prelente  with  vs, 
whomelfufierto  be  awaye  frome  no  talke,  wherein  maye 
be  any  profyte  or  goodnes  (for  oute  of  this  yonge  bladed 
and  new  fliotte  vp  corne,  whiche  hathe  alreadye  begon 
to  fpring  vp  both  in  Latin  and  Greke  learnyng,  I  loke 
for  plentifull  increafe  at  length  of  goodly  rype  grayne) 
he  I  faye  hathe  broughte  me  into  a  greate  doubte. 
For  wheras  Hythlodaye  (oneleffe  my  memorye  fayle 
me)  fayde  that  the  bridge  of  Amaurote,  whyche  goethe 
ouer  tlie  riuer  of  Anyder  is  fyue  hundreth  pafeis,  that 
is  to  faye,  halfe  a  myle  in  lengthe:  my  lohn  fayeth  that 
two  hundred  of  thofe  pafeis  mufle  be  plucked  away, 
for  that  the  ryuer  conteyneth  there  not  aboue  three 
hundreth  pafeis  in  breadthe,  I  praye  you  hartelye  call 
the  matter  to  youre  remembraunce.  For  yf  you  agree 
wyth  hym,  I  alfo  wyll  faye  as  you  faye,  and  confeffe 
myfelfe  deceaued.  But  if  you  cannot  remember  the 
thing,  then  furelye  I  wyll  write  as  I  haue  done,  and  as 
myne  owne  remembraunce  ferueth  me.  For  as  I  wyll 
take  good  hede,  that  there  be  in  my  booke  nothing 
falfe,  so  yf  there  be  anye  thynge  doubte-  Adiuersitie 
full,  I  wyll  rather  tell  a  lye,  then  make  a  HnTaTyrand 
lie  :  bycaufe  I  had  rather  be  good,  then  telling  a  Ue. 
wilie.  Howebeit  thys  matter  maye  eafelye  be  remedied. 
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yf  you  w)^ll  take  the  paynes  lo  afl^e  the  queflion  of 
Raphael  him  fehe  by  woorde  of  mouthe,  if  he  be  nowe 
with  you,  or  elles  by  youre  letters.  Whiche  you  mufle 
nedes  do  for  an  other  doubte  alfo,  that  hathe  chaunced, 
throughe  whofe  faulte  I  cannot  tel :  whether  through 
In  what  parte  Hiine,  or  yours,  or  Raphaels.  For  neyther 
of  the  woride     ^ve  rcmembred  to  enquire  of  him,  nor  he 

Utopia  stand-  ,  .  ,       ,  r    .^  ^  ^ 

eth  it  is  vn-  to  tel  vs  m  what  part  of  the  newe  world 
knowen.  Utopia  is  fituate.     The  whiche  thinge,  I 

had  rather  haue  fpent  no  fmall  fomme  of  money,  then 
that  it  ihould  thus  haue  efcaped  vs :  afwell  for  that  I 
am  afhamed  to  be  ignoraunt  in  what  fea  that  ylande 
flandeth,  wherof  I  write  fo  long  a  treatife,  as  alfo 
becaufe  there  be  with  vs  certen  men,  and  efpeciallie 
It  is  thoughte  one  vcrtuous  and  godly  man,  and  a  pro- 
of some  that      feffour  of  diuinitie,  who  is  excedyncre  defier- 

here  is  vntai-  '  .  r 

nediy  ment  the  ous  to  go  vnto  Utopia  :  not  for  a  vaync 
carepfTroy.^''  ^nd  cuHous  dcfyre  to  fee  newes,  but  to  the 
don  in  Surrey,  intentc  he  maye  further  and  increafe  oure| 
religion,  whiche  is  there  alreadye  luckelye  begonne.l 
And  that  he  maye  the  better  accomplyfhe  and  per- 
fourme  this  hys  good  intente,  he  is  mynded  to  procure 
that  he  maye  be  fente  thether  by  the  hieghe  Byflioppe  : 
yea,  and  that  he  himfelfe  may  be  made  Bifhoppe  of 
Utopia,  beynge  nothynge  fcnipulous  herein,  that  he 
muRe  obteyne  this  Byfhopricke  with  fuete.  For  he 
count  eth  that  a  godly  fuete,  which  pro- 
A  godly  suete.    (>g(jg^}^  ^^^  of  the  dcfirc  of  honourc  or  lucre, 

but  onelie  of  a  godlie  zeale.  Wherfore  I  mofle  ear- 
neflly  defire  you,frende  Peter,  to  talke  with  Hythlodaye, 
yf  you  can,  face  to  face,  or  els  to  wryte  youre  letters 
to  hym,  and  fo  to  woorke  in  thys  matter,  that  in  this 
my  booke  there  maye  neyther  anye  thinge  be  founde, 
whyche  is  vntrue,  neyther  any  thinge  be  lacking,  whiche 
is  true.  And  I  thynke  verelye  it  fhalbe  well  done, 
that  you  fhewe  vnto  him  the  book  it  felfe.  For  yf  I 
haue  myffed  or  fayled  in  anye  poynte,  or  if  anye  faulte 
haue  efcaped  me,  no  man  can  fo  well  correcte  and 
amende  it,  as  he  can :  and  yet  that  can  he  not  do. 
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oneles  he  penife,  and  reade  oner  my  booke  written. 
Moreouer  by  this  meanes  fliall  you  perceaiie,  whether 
lie  be  well  wyllynge  and  content,  that  I  flioulde  vnder- 
take  to  put  this  woorke  in  writyng.  For  if  he  be 
mynded  to  publyfhe,  and  put  forth  his  owne  laboures, 
md  trauayles  himfelfe,  perchaunce  he  woulde  be  lothe, 
md  fo  woulde  I  alfo,  that  in  publifhynge  the  Utopiane 
tveale  publyque,  I  flioulde  preuent  him,  and  take  frome 
liim  the  flower  and  grace  of  the  noueltie  of  this  his 
liflorie.  Howbeit,  to  faye  the  verye  trueth,  I  am  not  yet 
iillye  determined  with  my  felfe,  whether  I  will  put  furth 
ny  booke  or  no.  For  the  natures  of  men  be  fo  diuers, 
;he  phantafies  of  fome  fo  wayward e,  their  ^^^^  vnkynde 
nyndes  fo  vnkynde,  their  iudgementes  fo  iudgementes  of 
rorrupte,  that  they  which  leade  a  merie  and  "^^"' 
I  iocounde  lyfe,  folowynge  theyr  owne  fenfuall  pleafures 
md  carnall  lufles,  maye  feme  to  be  in  a  muche  better 
late  or  cafe,  then  they  that  vexe  and  vnquiete  them- 
elues  with  cares  and  fludie  for  the  puttinge  forthe  and 
Dublifhynge  of  fome  thynge,  that  maye  be  either 
3rofeit  or  pleafure  to  others  :  whiche  others  neuerthe- 
es  will  difdain fully,  fcornefully,  and  vnkindly  accepte 
[he  fame.  The  mooft  part  of  al  be  vnlearned.  And 
L  greate  number  hathe  learning  in  contempte.  The 
ude  and  barbarous  alloweth  nothing,  but  that  which 
s  verie  barbarous  in  dede.  If  it  be  one  that  hath  a 
ittle  fmacke  of  learnynge,  he  reiecteth  as  homely  geare 
.nd  commen  ware,  whatfoeuer  is  not  fluffed  full  of  olde 
cioughteaten  termes,  and  that  be  worne  out  of  vfe. 
lome  there  be  that  haue  pleafure  onelye  in  olde  ruflie 
ntiquities.  And  fome  oneUe  in  their  owne  doynges. 
)ne  is  fo  fowre,  fo  crabbed,  and  fo  vnpleafaunte,  that 
e  can  awaye  with  no  myrthe  nor  fporte.  An  other  is 
3  narrowe  betwene  ye  Ihulders,  that  he  can  beare  no 
^fles  nor  tauntes.  Some  feU  poore  foules  be  fo  afearde 
lat  at  euerye  Inappiflie  woorde  their  nofe  fliaii  be 
itten  of,  that  they  fLande  in  no  leffe  drede  of  euer>'e 
uicke  and  fharpe  woorde,  than  he  that  is  bitten  of  a 
ladde  dogge  feareth  water.     Some  be  fo  mutable  and 
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vvauerynge.  that  euery  houre  they  be  in  a  newe  mynde, 
fayinge  one  thinge  fyttinge,  and  an  other  thynge  fland- 
ynge.  An  other  forte  fytteth  vpon  their  allebencheis, 
and  there  amonge  their  cuppes  they  geue  iudgement 
of  the  wittes  of  writers,  and  with  greate  authoritie  they 
condempne  euen  as  pleafeth  them,  euerye  writer  accord- 
ynge  to  his  writinge,  in  mofle  fpitefull  maner  mockynge, 
lowtinge,  and  flowtinge  them  ;  beyng  them  felues  in  the 
meane  feafon  fauffe,  and  as  fayeth  the  prouerbe,  oute 
of  all  daunger  of  gonnefliotte.  For  why,  they  be  fo 
fmugge  and  fmothe,  that  they  haue  not  fo  much  as  one 
hearre  of  an  honefte  man,  wherby  one  may  take  holde 
of  them.  There  be  moreouer  fome  fo  vnkynde  and 
vngentle,  that  thoiighe  they  take  great  pleafure,  and  de- 
lectation in  the  worke,  yet  for  all  that,  they  can  not 
fynde  in  their  hertes  to  loue  the  Author  therof,  nor  to 
aforde  him  a  good  woorde  :  beynge  much  like  vncour- 
teous,  vnthankfull,  and  chourlifh  gefies.  Whiche  when 
fi^  fitte  Simi-  they  haue  with  good  and  daintie  meates 
Utude.  well  fylled  theire  bellyes,  departe  home, 

geuyng  no  thankes  to  the  feafle  maker.    Go  your  wayes 
now,  and  make  a  cofLlye  feafle  at  youre  ownie  charges 
for  gefies  fo  dayntie  mouthed,  fo  diuers  in  tafle,  and  be- 
fides  that  of  fo  vnkynde  and  vnthankfull  natures.  But  ne- 
uertheles  (frende  Peter)  doo,  I  pray  you,  with  Hithlo- 
day,  as  I  willed  you  before.    And  as  for  this  matter  I  fhall 
be  at  my  libertie,  afterwardes  to  take  newe  aduifement. 
Howbeit,  feeyng  I  haue  taken  great  paynes  and  laboure 
in  writyng  the  matter,  if  it  may  flande  with  his  mynde  anc 
pleafure,  I  wyll  as  touchyng  the  edition  or  publifhyng  o 
thebooke,  followe  the  counfell  and  aduife  of  my  frendes 
and  fpeciallye  yours.    Thus  fare  you  well  right  her 
tely  beloued  frende  Peter,  with 
your  gentle  wife  :  and  loue 
me  as  you  haue  euer  done, 
for  I  loue  you  better 
then  euer  I 
dvd. 


IBookz  of  t|)e  communication  of 

tje  it^t  ^tate  o(  a  common  toeltf). 


He  mofle  victorious  and  triumphant 
Kyng    01    Englande    Henry e    the 
eyght   of    that   name,    in  al   roial 
vertues,    a    Prince  moil  pereleffe; 
hadde  of  late  in  controuerfie  with 
Charies,the  right  highe  andmightye 
Kyng  of  Caflell,  weighty  matters, 
and    of  great   importaunce.      For 
:he  debatement  and  final  determination  wherof,  the 
ringes  Maiefty  fent  me  Ambaffadour  into  Flaunders, 
oyned  in  Commiffion  with  Cuthbert  Tun-      Cuthbert 
lall,  a  man  doutleffe  out  of  comparifon,      Tunstaii. 
md  whom  the  Kynges  Maieflie  of  late,  to  the  great 
eioyfynge    of  all  men,  dyd   preferre  to  the  office  of 
VTaifler  of  the  Rolles. 

But  of  this  mannes  prayfes  I  wyll  faye  nothyng,  not 
)icaufe  I  doo  feare  that  fmall  credence  fhalbe  geuen 
o  the  teflimonye  that  cometh  out  of  a  frendes  mouthe: 
)ut  bicaufe  his  vertue  and  lernyng  be  greater,  and  of 
nore  excellency,  then  that  I  am  able  to  praife  them : 
nd  alfo  in  all  places  fo  famous  and  fo  perfectly  well 
nowne,  that  they  neede  not,  nor  oughte  not  of  me  to 
)ee  prayfed,  vnleffe  I  woulde  feeme  to  fhew,  and  fet- 
Lirth  the  brightnes  of  the  fonne  with  a  candell,  as  the 
Vouerbe  faieth.  There  mette  vs  at  Bruges  (for  thus 
t  was  before  agreed)  thei  whom  their  Prince  hadde  for 
lat  matter  appoynted  Commiffioners :  excellent  men 
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all.  The  chiefe  and  the  head  of  theym  was  the  Mare- 
graue  (as  thei  call  him)  of  Bruges,  a  right  honorable  man : 
but  the  wifefl  and  the  bed  fpoken  of  them  was  George 
Temfice,  prouofl  of  Caffelfes,  a  man,  not  only  by  lern- 
yng,  but  alfo  by  nature  of  fmgular  eloquence,  and  in 
the  lawes  profoundly  learned :  but  in  reafonynge,  and 
debatyng  of  matters  what  by  his  naturall  witte,  and 
what  by  daily  exercife,  furely  he  hadde  few  fellowes. 
After  that  we  had  once  or  twife  mette,  and  vpon  cer- 
tayne  poyntes  or  articles  coulde  not  fully  and  throughly 
agree,  they  for  a  certayne  fpace  tooke  their  leaue  of  vs, 
and  departed  to  Bruxelle,  there  to  know  their  Princes 
pleafure.  I  in  the  meane  time  (for  fo  my  bufnies  laye) 
wente  flreighte  thence  to  Antwerpe.  Whiles  I  was 
there  abidynge,  often  times  amonge  other,  but  whiche 
to  me  was  more  welcome  then  annye  other,  dyd  vifite 
me  one  Peter  Giles,  a  Citifen  of  Antwerpe, 
y  es.  ^  imn  there  in  his  countrey  of  honed  repu- 
tation, and  alfo  preferred  to  high  promotions,  worthy 
truly  of  the  hyghed.  For  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  the 
yong  man  be  in  learnyng,  or  in  honedye  more  excel- 
lent. For  he  is  bothe  of  wonderful!  vertuous  condi- 
tions, and  alfo  fmgularly  wel  learned,  and  tovvardes  all 
fortes  of  people  excedyng  gentyll:  But  towardes  his 
frendes  fo  kynde  herted,  fo  louyng,  fo  faithfull,  fo  truf- 
tye,  and  of  fo  earned  affection,  that  it  were  verye  harde 
in  any  place  to  fynde  a  man,  that  with  him  in  all  poyntes 
of  frendfhippe  maye  be  compared.  No  man  can  be 
more  lowlye  or  courteous.  No  man  vfeth  leffe  fimula- 
tion  or  diffimulation,  in  no  man  is  more  prudent  hm- 
plicitie.  Befides  this,  he  is  in  his  talke  and  communi- 
cation fo  merye  and  pleafaunte,  yea  and  that  withoute 
harme,  that  throughe  his  gentyll  intertaynement,  and 
his  fweete  and  delectable  communication,  in  me  was 
greatly  abated,  and  diminifhed  the  feruente  defyre,  that 
I  had  to  fee  my  natiue  countrey,  my  wyfe  and  my  chyl- 
dren,  whom  then  I  dyd  muche  longe  and  couete  to  fee, 
becaufe  that  at  that  time  I  had  been  more  then.  iiii. 
Monethes  from  them.     Vpon  a  certayne  daye  when 
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ladde  herde  the  diuine  feruice  in  our  Ladies  Churche, 
vhich  is  the  fayrefl,  the  moil  gorgeous  and  curious 
Churche  of  buyldyng  in  all  the  Citie,  and  alfo  mod  fre- 
quented of  people,  and  the  feruice  beynge  doone,  was 
eadye  to  go  home  to  my  lodgynge,  I  chaunced  to  es- 
)ye  this  forefayde  Peter  talkynge  with  a  certayne 
kraunger,  a  man  well  flricken  in  age,  with  a  blacke 
bnneburned  face,  a  longe  bearde,  and  a  cloke  cafl 
lomly  about  his  fhoulders,  whome,  by  his  fauoure  and 
ipparell  furthwith  I  iudged  to  bee  a  mariner.  But  the 
ayde  Peter  feyng  me,  came  vnto  me,  and  faluted  me.  ^_ 

And  as  I  was  aboute  to  anfwere  him:  fee  you  this  man, 
ayth  he  (and  therewith  he  poynted  to  the  man,  that  I 
awe  hym  talkynge  with  before)  I  was  mynded,  quod 
le,  to  brynge  him  flrayghte  home  to  you. 

He  fhould  haue  ben  very  welcome  to  me,  fayd  I, 
or  your  fake. 

Nay  (quod  he)  for  his  owne  fake,  if  you  knewe  him : 
or  there  is  no  man  thys  day  liuyng,  that  can  tell  you 
)f  fo  manye  flraunge  and  vnknowen  peoples,  and  Coun- 
reyes,  as  this  man  can.  And  I  know  wel  that  you  be 
^ery  defirous  to  heare  of  fuche  newes. 

Then  I  coniectured  not  farre  amiffe  (quod  I)  for 
uen  at  the  firfl  fyght,  I  iudged  him  to  be  a  mariner. 

Naye(quod  he)  there  ye  were  greatly  deceyued:  he  hath 
ailed  in  deede,  not  as  the  mariner  Palinure,  but  as  the 
xperteand  prudent  prince  Vliffes:  Yea,  rath  eras  the  aun- 
ient and  fag ePhilofopher Plato.  Forthisfame  Raphaeii 
laphaell  Hythlodaye  (for  this  is  his  name)  is  Hithiodaye 
ery  well  lerned  in  the  Latine  tongue :  but  profounde 
nd  excellent  in  the  Greke  language.  Wherin  he  euer 
>eflowed  more  flu  dye  then  in  the  Latine,  bycaufe  lie 
ad  geuen  himfelfe  wholy  to  the  fludy  of  Philofophy. 
Vherof  he  knew  that  ther  is  noth)mg  extante  in  Latine, 
lat  is  to  anye  purpofe,  fauynge  a  fewe  of  Senecaes, 
nd  Ciceroes  dooynges.  His  patrimonye  that  he  was 
orne  vnto,  he  lefte  to  his  brethern  (for  he  is  a  Portu- 
all  borne)  and  for  the  defire  that  he  had  to  fee,  and 
nowe  the  farre  Couutreyes  of  the  worlde,  he  ioyned 
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himfelfe  in  company  with  Amerike  Vefpuce,  and  in 
the.  iii.  lafl  voyages  of  thofe.  iiii.  that  be  nowe  in 
printe,  and  abrode  in  euery  mannes  handes,  he  con- 
tinued fly  11  in  his  company,  fauyng  that  in  the  lafl  voy- 
age he  came  not  home  agayne  with  him.  For  he  made 
fuche  meanes  and  fhift,  what  by  intretaunce,  and  what 
by  importune  fute,  that  he  gotte  licence  of  mayfler 
Americke  (though  it  were  fore  againfl  his  wyll)  to  be 
one  of  the.  xxiiii  whiche  in  the  ende  of  the  lad  voyage 
were  left  in  the  countrey  of  Gulike.  He  was  therefore 
leftebehynde  for  hys  mynde  fake,  as  one  that  tookemore 
thoughte  and  care  for  trauailyng,  then  dyenge :  hauyng 
cullomably  in  his  mouth  thefe  faiynges.  He  that  hathe 
no  graue,  is  couered  with  the  (kye:  and,  the  way  to 
heauen  out  of  all  places  is  of  like  length  and  diflaunce. 
Which  fantafy  of  his.  (if  God  had  not  ben  his  better 
frende)  he  had  furely  bought  full  deare.  But  after  the 
departynge  of  Mayfler  Vefpuce,  when  he  had  trail  ailed 
thorough  and  aboute  many  Countreyes  with.  v.  of  his 
companions  Gulikianes,  at  the  lafl  by  merueylous 
chaunce  he  arriued  in  Taprobane,  from  whence  he  went 
to  Caliquit,  where  he  chaunced  to  fynde  certayne  of 
hys  Countreye  fhippes,  wherein  he  retourned  agayne 
into  his  Countreye,  nothynge  leffe  then  looked  for. 

All  this  when  Peter  hadde  toldeme:  I  thanked  him  for 
his  gentle  kindneffe,  that  he  had  vouchfafed  to  brynge  me 
to  the  fpeache  of  that  man,  whofe  communication:  he 
thoughte  fhoulde  be  to  me  pleafaunte,  and  acceptable. 
And    therewith  I    tourned  me    to  Raphaell.       And 
when  wee  hadde  haylfed  eche  other:  and  had  fpoken 
thefe  commune  woordes,  that  bee  cuflomablye  fpoken  at 
the  firfl  meting,  and  acquaintaunce  of  flraungers,  w( 
went  thence  to  my  houfe,  and  there  in  my  gardain( 
vpon  a  bench  couered  with  greene  torues,  we  fatte 
downe  talkyng  together.     There  he  tolde  vs,  how  thai 
after  the  departyng  of  Vefpuce,  he  and  his  fellowej 
that  taried  behynde  in  Gulicke,  began  by  litle  and  litle 
throughe  fayre  and  gentle  fpeache,  to  wynne  the  lou< 
and  fauoure  of  the  people  of  that  countreye,  infomucht 
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;hat  within  fhorte  fpace,  they  dyd  dwell  amonges  them, 
lot  only  harmlefle,  but  alfo  occupiyng  with  them  verye 
■amiliarly.  He  tolde  vs  alfo,  that  they  were  in  high 
■eputation  and  fauour  with  a  certayne  great  man 
whofe  name  and  Countreye  is  nowe  quite  out  of  my 
•emembraunce)  which  of  his  mere  liberalitie  dyd  beare 
;be  coRes  and  charges  of  him  and  his  fyue  companions. 
\nd  befides  that  gaue  theim  a  truflye  guyde  to  con- 
iucte  them  in  their  iourney  (which  by  water  was  in 
DOtes,  and  by  land  in  wagons)  and  to  brynge  theim  to 
)ther  Princes  with  verye  frendlye  commendations, 
rhus  after  manye  dayes  ioumeys,  he  fayd,  they  founde 
:ownes,  and  Cities,  and  weale  publiques,  full  of  people, 
^ouerned  by  good  and  holfome  lawes.  For  vnder  the 
ine  equinoctiall,  and  on  bothe  fydes  of  the  fame,  as 
arre  as  the  Sonne  doth  extende  his  courfe,  lyeth  (quod 
le)  great,  and  wyde  defertes  and  wilderneffes,  parched, 
turned,  and  dryed  vp  with  continuall  and  intolerable 
leate.  All  thynges  bee  hideous,  terrible,  lothefome, 
md  vnpleafaunt  to  beholde:  All  thynges  out  of  faf- 
yon,  and  comelineffe,  inhabited  withe  wylde  Beafles, 
md  Serpentes,  or  at  the  leafle  wyfe,  with  people,  that 
)e  no  lefle  fauage,  wylde,  and  noyfome,  then  the  verye 
)eafles  theim.  felues  be.  But  a  little  farther  beyonde 
hat,  all  thynges  beginne  by  litle  and  lytle  to  waxe  plea- 
aunte.  The  ayre  fofte,  temperate  and,  gentle.  The 
rounde  couered  with  grene  graffe.  Leffe  wildneffe  in 
he  beafles.  At  the  lalt  fliall  ye  come  agayne  to  people, 
:ities  and  townes  wherein  is  continuall  entercourfe  and 
)ccupiyng  of  merchaundife  and  chaffare,  not  only 
.mong  themfelues,  and  with  theire  Borderers,  but  alfo 
vith  Merchauntes  of  farre  Countreyes,  bothe  by  lande 
nd  water.  There  I  had  occafion  (fayd  he)  to  go  to 
nany  countreyes  on  euery  fyde.  For  there  was  no 
hippe  ready  to  any  voyage  or  iourney,  but  I  and  my 
ellowes  were  into  it  very  gladly  rece)rued.  shippes  of 
:he  fhippes  that  thei  founde  firil  were  straungefassions 
nade  playn,  flatte,  and  broade  in  the  botome,  trough 
ife.     The  fayles  were  made  of  great  ruffheSj  or  of 
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wickers,  and  in  fome  places  of  lether.  Afterwarde  thei 
founde  fhippes  with  ridged  kyeles :  and  fayles  of  can- 
iiafTe,  yea,  and  fliortly  after  hauyng  all  thynges  lyke 
oures.  The  Hiipmen  alfo  very  experte  and  cunnyn2:e, 
bothe  in  the  fea,  and  in  the  wether.  But  he  faide,  that 
he  founde  great  fauoure  and  frendfhip  amonge  them, 
^,   ,  ,    ^        for  teachyn2:e  them  the  feate  and  the  vfe 

The  lode  stone.        r    i       a      i      n  Ttn  •    i  i  •,      r 

of  the  lode  llone.  Whiche  to  them  before 
that  time  was  vnknowne.  And  therfore  they  were 
wonte  to  be  verye  timerous  and  fearfuU  vpon  the  fea: 
Nor  to  venter  vpon  it,  but  only  in  thefomer  time.  But 
nowe  they  haue  fuche  a  confidence  in  that  flone,  that 
they  feare  not  flormy  winter:  in  fo  dooynge  farther 
from  care  then  daunger,  In  fo  muche,  that  it  is  greatly 
to  be  doubted,  lefl  that  thyng,  throughe  their  owne 
folifh  hardineffe,  fhall  tourne  them  to  euyll  and  harme, 
which  at  the  firfl  was  fuppofed  fhoulde  be  to  them  good 
and  commodious. 

But  what  he  tolde  vs  that  he  fawe  in  euerye 
countreye  where  he  came,  it  were  very  longe  to 
declare.  Neither  it  is  my  purpofe  at  this  time  to 
make  reherfall  therof  But  peraduenture  in  an  other 
place  I  wyll  fpeake  of  it,  chiefly  fuche  thynges  as  fhall 
be  profitable  too  bee  knowen,  as  in  fpeciall  be  vthofe 
decrees  and  ordinaunces,  that  he  marked  to  be  well 
and  wittely  prouided  and  enacted  amonge  fuche  peoples, 
as  do  Hue  together  in  a  ciuile  policye,  and  good  ordre. 
For  of  fuche  thynges  dyd  wee  bufelye  enquire,  and  de- 
maunde  of  him,  and  he  likewife  very  willingly  tolde  vs 
of  the  fame.  But  as  for  monflers,  bycaufe  they  be  no 
newes,  of  them  we  were  nothyng  inquifitiue.  For  no- 
thyng  is  more  eafye  to  bee  founde.  then  bee  barkynge 
Scyllaes,  rauenyng  Celenes,  and  Leflrigones  deuourers 
of  people,  and  fuche  lyke  great,  and  incredible  monflers. 
But  to  fynde  Citifens  ruled  by  good  and  holfome  lawes, 
that  is  an  exceding  rare,  and  harde  thyng.  But  as  he 
marked  many  fonde,  and  foliffhe  lawes  in  thofe  newe 
founde  landes,  fo  he  reherfed  diuers  actes,  and  confli- 
tutions,  whereby  thefe  oure  Cities,  Nations,  Countreis, 
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md  Kyngdomes  may  take  example  to  amende  their 
aultes,  enormities  and  errours.  Wherof  in  another 
Dlace  (as  I  fayde)  I  vvyll  intreate. 

Now  at  this  time  I  am  determined  to  reherfe  onely 
;hat  he  tolde  vs  of  the  maners,  cuilomes,  lawes,-  ^nd 
)rdinaunces  of  the  Utopians.  But  firfl  I  wyll  repete 
)ure  former  communication  by  th[e]  occafion,  and  (as 
[  might  faye)  the  drifte  wherof,  he  was  brought  into 
he  mention  of  that  weale  pubHque. 

For,  when  Raphael  had  very  prudentlye  touched 
iiuers  thynges,  that  be  amiffe,  fome  here,  and  fome 
:here,  yea,  very  many  on  bothe  partes,  and  againe  had 
poken  of  fuche  wife  lawes,  and  prudente  decrees,  as 
)e  eftablifhed,  and  vfed,  bothe  here  amonge  vs,  and 
tlfo  there  amonge  theym,  as  a  man  fo  perfecte,  and 
'xperte  in  the  lawes,  and  cuflomes  of  euery  feuerall 
I!ountrey,  as  though  into  what  place  foeuer  he  came 
jeaflwife,  there  he  had  ledde  al  his  life ;  then  Peter 
nuche  meruailynge  at  the  man :  Surely  maifler  Raphael 
quod  he)  I  wondre  greatly,  why  you  gette  you  not 
nto  fome  kinges  courte.  For  I  am  fure,  there  is  no 
r^rince  liuyng,  that  wold  not  be  very  glad  of  you,  as  a 
aan  not  only  hable  highly  to  delite  him  with  your  pro- 
3unde  learnyng,  and  this  your  knowlege  ot  countreis, 
nd  peoples,  but  alfo  mete  to  inRructe  him  with  exam- 
les,  and  helpe  him  with  counfell.  And  thus  doyng,  you 
lall  bryng  your  felfe  in  a  verye  good  cafe,  and  alfo  be 
'  habilitie  to  helpe  all  your  frendes  and  kinffolke. 

As  concernyng  my  frendes  and  kynffolke  (quod  he)  I 
aflenot  greatly  for  them.  For  I  thinke  I  haue  fuffici- 
Qtly  doone  my  parte  towardes  them  already.  For  thefe 
lynges,  that  other  men  doo  not  departe  from,  vntyl 
ley  be  olde  and  fycke,  yea,  whiche  they  be  then  verye 
)the  to  leaue,  when  they  canne  no  longer  keepe,  thofe 
sry  fame  thynges  dyd  I  beyng  not  only  luflye,  and  in 
Dod  helth,  but  alfo  in  the  floure  of  my  youth,  diuide 
nong  my  frendes  and  kynffolkes.  Which  I  thynke 
dth  this  my  liberalitie  ought  to  holde  them  contented, 
nd  not  to  requite  nor  to  ioke  that  befydes  rhis,  I  iTioulde^ 

c 


34  ^6e  firj^t  boolt 

for  their  fakes  geue  myfelfe  in  bondage  vnto  Kinges. 
Nay,  God  forbyd  that  (quod  Peter)  it  isnottemymynde 
that  you  fhoulde  be  in  bondage  to  Kynges,  but  as  a 
retainour  to  them  at  your  pleafure.  Whiche  furely  1 
thinke  is  the  nigheft  waye  that  you  can  deuife  howe  to 
beflowe  your  time  frutefully,  not  onlye  for  the  priuate 
commoditie  of  your  frendes,  and  for  the  generall  profite 
of  all  fortes  of  people,but  alfo  for  th[e]  aduauncement  of 
your  felf  to  a  much  welthier  flate,  and  condition,  then 
you  be  nowe  in. 

To  awelthiercondition  (quod  Raphael)  by  thatmeanes, 
that  my  mynde  flandeth  cleane  agaynfl  ?  Now  I  lyue  at 
libertie  after  myne  owne  mynde  and  pleafure,  whiche  I 
thynke  verye  fewe  of  thefe  great  flates,  and  pieres  of  real- 
mes  canfaye.  Yea,  and  there  be  ynowof  them  that  fuefor 
great  mensfrendelhippes:  and  therfore  thinke  it  no  great 
hurte,if  they  haue  not  me,nor.iii.  or.  iiii.fuche  other  as  I  am. 

Well,  I  perceiue  playnly  frende  Raphael  (quod  I)  that 
you  be  defirous  neither  of  richeffe,  nor  of  power.  And 
truly  I  haue  in  no  leffe  reuerence  and  efLimation  a  man  of 
your  mynde,  then  anye  of  theim  all  that  bee  fo  high  in 
power  and  authoritie.  But  you  fliall  doo  as  it  becomelh 
you :  yea,  and  accordyng  to  this  wifdome,  to  this  high  and 
free  courage  of  yours,  if  you  can  finde  in  your  herte  fo 
to  appoynt  and  difpofe  your  felfe,  that  you  mai  applye 
your  witte  and  diligence  to  the  profite  of  the  weale  pub- 
lique,  thoughe  it  be  fomewhat  to  youre  owne  pa^me  and 
hyndraunce.  And  this  fhall  you  neuer  fo  wel  doe,  nor 
wyth  fo  greate  proffitte  perfourme,  as  yf  you  be  of  fome 
greate  princes  counfel,  and  put  into  his  heade  (as  I 
doubte  not  but  you  wyl)  honefle  opinions,  and  vertuous 
perfuafions.  For  from  the  prince,  as  from  a  perpetual 
wel  fprynge,  commethe  amonge  the  people  the  floode 
of  al  that  is  good  or  euell.  But  in  you  is  fo  perfitte 
lernynge,  that  wythoute  anye  experience,  and  agayne 
fo  greate  experience,  that  wythoute  anye  lernynge 
you  maye  well  be  any  kinges  counfellour. 

You  be  twyfe  deceaued  maifler  More  (quod  he)  fyrfle 
in  me,  and  agayne  m  the  thinge  it  felfe.  For  neither  is  in 
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me  thehabilltyethatyou  force  vponme,andyfitwerneuer 
fo  much,  yet  in  difquieting  myne  owne  quietnes  I  fhould 
nothing  further  the  weale  pubhque.  For  hrfl  of  all,  the 
mofte  parte  of  all  princes  haue  more  delyte  in  warlike 
matters,  and  feates  of  chiualrie  (ye  knowlege  wherof  I 
neither  haue  nor  defire)  than  in  the  good  feates  of  peace : 
and  employe  muche  more  fludy,  how  by  right  or  by 
wrong  to  enlarge  their  dominions,  than  howe  wel,  and 
peaceablie  to  rule,  and  goucrne  that  they  haue  alredie. 
Moreouer,  they  that  be  counfellours  to  kinges,  euery  one 
of  them  eyther  is  of  him  felfe  fo  wife  in  dede,  that  he 
nedeth  not,  or  elles  he  thinketh  himfelf  fo  wife,  yat  he 
wil  not  allowe  an  other  mans  counfel,  fauing  that  they 
do  fhamefully,  and  flatteringly  geue  affent  to  the  fond 
and  folifhe  fayinges  of  certeyn  great  men.  Whofe  fau- 
ours,  bicaufe  they  be  in  high  authoritie  with  their  prince, 
by  affentation  and  flatterie  they  labour  to  obteyne.  And 
verily  it  is  naturally  geuen  to  all  men  to  efleme  th^ir 
owne  inuentions  befl.  So  both  the  Rauen  and  the  Ape 
thincke  their  owne  yonge  ones  fairefl.  Than  if  a  man 
in  fuch  a  company,  where  fome  difdayne  and  haue  defpite 
at  other  mens  inuentions,  and  fome  counte  their  owne 
befl,  if  among  fuche  menne  (I  fay)  a  man  fliould  bringe 
turth  any  thinge,  that  he  hath  redde  done  in  tymes 
pafle,  or  that  he  hath  fene  done  in  other  places  :  there 
the  hearers,  fare  as  though  the  whole  exiflimation  of 
their  wifdome  were  in  ieoperdye  to  be  ouerthrowen,  and 
that  euer  after  thei  fhoulde  be  counted  for  verye  dif- 
erdes,  vnles  they  could  in  other  mens  inuentions  pycke 
out  matter  to  reprehend,  and  find  fault  at. 
If  all  other  poore  helpes  fayle  :  then  this  is  "^"p^^^^^^- 
their  extreame  refuge.  Thefe  thinges  (fay  they)  pleafed 
our  forefathers  and  aunceflours  :  wolde  God  we  coulde 
be  fo  wife  as  thei  were  :  and  as  though  thei  had  wittely 
concluded  the  matter,  and  with  this  anfwere  flopped 
euery  mans  mouth,  thei  fitte  downe  againe.  As  w^ho 
Qiould  fai,  it  were  a  very  daungerous  matter,  if  a  man 
in  any  pointe  fhould  be  founde  wifer,  then  his  fore- 
Fathers  were.     And  yet  bee  we  content  to  fuffre  the 
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bed  and  wittiefl  of  their  decrees  to  lye  vn executed:  but 
if  in  any  thing  a  better  ordre  might  haue  ben  taken, 
then  by  them  was,  there  we  take  fafl  hold,  findyng 
therin  many  faultes.  Manye  tymes  haue  I  chaunced  vp- 
Parciai  iudge-  on  fuch  proudc,  Icude,  ouerthwarte,  and  way- 
ttientes.  warde  iudgementes,yea,and  once  inEngland: 

I  prai  you  Syr  (quod  I)  haue  you  ben  in  our  countrey? 
Yea  forfoth  (quod  he)  and  there  I  taried  for  the 
fpace  of.  iiii.  or,  v.  monethes  together,  not  longe  after 
the  infurrection,  yat  the  Weflerne  Englifh  men  made 
agaynfl  their  Kyng,  which  by  their  owne  miferable  and 
pitiful  flaughter  was  fuppreffed  and  ended.  In  the 
meane  feafon  I  was  muche  bounde  and  beholdynge  to 
Cardinaii  the  Hghte  reucrcnde  father,  Ihon  Morton, 

Morton.  Archcbifhop  and  Cardinal  of  Canterbury, 

and  at  that  time  alfo  lorde  Chauncelloure  of  Englande  : 
a  man  Mayfler  Peter  (for  Mayfler  More  knoweth  already 
that  I  wyll  faye)  not  more  honorable  for  his  authoritie, 
then  for  his  prudence  and  vertue.  He  was  of  a  meane 
(lature,  and  though  flricken  in  age,  yet  bare  he  his 
bodye  vpright.  In  his  face  did  fhine  fuch  an  amiable 
reuerence,  as  was  pleafaunte  to  beholde,  Gentill  in 
communication,  yet  earnefl,  and  fage.  He  had'  great 
delite  manye  times  with  roughe  fpeache  to  his  fewters, 
to  proue,  but  withoute  harme,  what  prompte  witte,  and 
what  bolde  fpirite  were  in  euery  man.  In  the  which 
as  in  a  vertue  much  agreinge  with  his  nature,  fo  that 
therewith  were  not  ioyned  impudency,  he  toke  greate 
delectatyon.  And  the  fame  perfon,  as  apte  and  mete 
to  haue  an  adminillratyon  in  the  weale  publique,  he  dyd 
louingly  embrace.  In  his  fpeche  he  was  fyne,  eloquent, 
and  pytthye.  In  the  lawe  he  had  profounde  knowledge, 
in  witte  he  was  incomparable,  and  in  memory  wonderful 
excellente.  Thefe  qualityes,  which  in  hym  were  by 
nature  fmgular,  he  by  learnynge  and  vfe  had  made  per- 
fecte.  The  Kynge  put  muche  trufle  in  his  counfel,  the 
weale  publyque  alfo  in  a  maner  leaned  vnto  hym,  when 
I  was  there.  For  euen  in  the  chiefe  of  his  youth  he 
was  taken  from  fchole  into  the  Courte,  and  there  paffed 
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all  his  tyme  in  much  trouble  and  buflnes,  beyng  con- 
tinually tumbled  and  toffed  in  the  wanes  of  dyuers  mys- 
fortunes  and  aduerfities.     And  fo  by  many  and  greate 
daungers  he  lerned  the  experience  of  the  worlde,  whiche 
fo  beinge   learned  can  not  eafely  be  forgotten.      It 
chaunced  on  a  certayne  daye,  when  I  fate  at  his  table, 
there  was  alfo  a  certayne  laye  man  cunnynge  in  the  lawes 
of  youre  Realme.    Who,  I  can  not  tell  wherof  takynge 
occafion,  began  diligently  and  earneftly  to  prayfe  that 
flrayte  and  rygorous  iuflice,  which  at  that  tyme  was 
there  executed  vpon  fellones,  who  as  he  fayde,  were  for 
the  mofl  parte,  xx.  hanged  together  vpon  one  gallowes. 
A.nd,  feyng  fo  fewe  efcaped  punylhement,  he  fayde  he 
coulde  not  chufe,  but  greatly  wonder  and  maruel,  howe 
and  by  whateuil  luckeitlhold  fo  come  to  paffe,  that  theues 
neuertheles  were  in  euery  place  fo  ryffe  and  fo  rancke. 
Naye  Syr  quod  I  (for  I  durfl  boldely  fpeake  q^  ,^^^^  ^^^ 
my  minde  before  the  Cardinal)  maruel  no-  made   accord- 
thinge  here  at :  for  this  punyfhment  of  theues  '"^  ^"^  ^'^"'^'^• 
paffeth  the  limites  of  Iuflice,  and  is  alfo  very  hurtefull 
to  the  weale  publique.     For  it  is  to  extreame  and  cruel 
apunifhment  for  thefte,  and  yet  not  fufhcient  to  refrayne 
and  withhold  men  from  thefte.  For  fimple  thefte  is  not 
fo  great  an  offenfe,  that  it  owght  to  be  punifhed  with 
death     Neither  ther  is  any  puniflimentfo  horrible,  that  it 
can  kepe  them  from  flealynge,  which  haue  no  other  craft, 
wherby  to  get  their  lining.     Therfore  in  this  poynte, 
not  you  onlye,  but  alfo  the  mofl  part  of  the  world,  be 
like  euyll  fcholemaiflers,  which  be  readyer  to  beate, 
then  to  teache,  their  fcholers.     For  great  and  honible 
punifhmentes    be    appointed    for    theues.  By  what  mea- 
whereas  much  rather  prouifion  fhould  haue  Erfewelthi?^* 
ben  made,  that  there  were  fome  meanes,  uesandrobbeii 
whereby  they    myght    get    their    liuyng,   fo   that  no 
man    fhoulde    be    dryuen    to    this     extreme    neces- 
fitie.  firfle  to  fleale,  and  then  to  dye.     Yes  (quod  he) 
this  matter  is  wel  ynough  prouided  for  already.    There 
be  handy  craftes,  there  is  hufbandrye  to  gette  their 
liuynge  by.  if  they  would  not  wiUingly  be  nought 
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Nay,  quod  I,  you  fhall  not  ikape  fo :  for  firfl  of  all,  1 
vvyll  fpeake  nothynge  of  them,  that  come  home  oute  of 
the  warres,  maymed  and  lame,  as  not  longe  a  go,  oute 
of  Blacke  heath  fielde,  and  a  litell  before  that,  out  of 
the  warres  in  Fraunce  :  fuche,  I  faye,  as  put  their  Hues 
in  ieoperdye  for  the  weale  publiques  or  the  kynges  fake, 
and  by  reafon  of  weakeneffe  and  lameneffe  be  not  hable 
to  occupye  their  olde  craftes,  and  be  to  aged  to  lerne 
new  :  of  them  I  wyll  fpeake  nothing,  forafmuch  as 
warres  haue  their  ordinarie  recourfe.  But  let  vs  con- 
idienesse  the  ^^^^^  thofe  thinges  that  chaunce  daily  before 
mother  of  our  cyes.  Firfl  there  is  a  great  numbre  of 
theues.  gentlemen,  which  can  not  be  content  to 

line  idle  themfelfes,lyke  dorres,of  yat  whiche  other  haue 
laboured  for  :  their  tenauntes  I  meane,  whom  they  polle 
and  fhaue  to  the  quicke,  by  reifyng  their 
ihe^wai^  check^  rcntcs  (for  this  onlye  poynte  of  frugalitie 
ed  for  Rent-  ^q  they  vfe,  mcu  els  through  their  lauaffe 
raisyng.  ^^^  prodigall  fpcndyngc,  hable  to  brynge 

theymfelfes  to  verye  beggerye)thefe  gentlemen,  I  fay,  do 
not  only  Hue  in  idleneffe  themfelfes,but  alfo  carrye  about 
^-  ,„  with  them  at  their  tailes  a  m-eat  flocke  or 

Of    Idle    seni-  .  r    -  ^^  i    -i  r 

yng  men  come  trame  of  idle  and  loyterynge  feruyngmen, 
theues.  which  ncucr  learned  any  craft  wherby  to 

gette  their  Huynges.  Thefe  men  as  fone  as  their  may- 
fler  is  dead,  or  be  ficke  themlelfes,  be  incontinent 
thrufl  out  of  dores.  For  gentlemen  hadde  rather  keepe 
idle  perfones,  then  ficke  men,  and  many  times  the  dead 
mans  heyre  is  not  hable  to  mainteine  fo  great  a  houfe, 
and  kepe  fo  many  feruing  men  as  his  father  dyd.  Then 
in  the  meane  feafon  they  that  be  thus  deflitute  of  feruice, 
either  flame  for  honger,  or  manfullye  playe  the  theues. 
For  what  would  you  haue  them  to  do  ?  When  they 
haue  wandred  abrode  fo  longe,  vntyl  they  haue  worne 
threde  bare  their  apparell,  and  alfo  appaired  their  helth, 
then  gentlemen  becaufe  of  their  pale  and  fickely  faces, 
and  patched  cotes,  wil  not  take  them  into  feruice.  And 
hufbandmen  dare  not  fet  them  a  worke  :  Knowynge 
wel  ynoughe  that  he  is  nothing  mete  to  doe  trewe  anci 
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faythful  feruice  to  a  poore  man  wyth  a  fpade  and  a 
mattoke  for  fmall  wages  and  hard  fare,  whyche  beynge 
deyntely  and  tenderly  pampered  vp  in  ydilnes  and  plea- 
fure,  was  wont  with  a  fworde  and  a  buckler  by  hys  fyde 
to  iette  through  the  Rrete  with  a  bragginge  loke,  and 
to  thynke  hym  felfe  to  good  to  be  anye  mans  mate. 
Naye  by  faynt  Mary  fir  (quod  the  lawier)  not  fo.  For 
this  kinde  of  men  mufle  we  make  molle  of.  For  in  them 
as  men  of  flowter  flomackes,  bolder  fpirites,  and  man- 
Iyer  courages  then  handycraftes  men  and  plowemen  be, 
doth  confide  the  whole  powre,  flrength,  and  puiffaunce 
of  oure  army,  when  we  mulle  fight  in  battayle.  Forfothe 
fir  afwell  you  myghte  fay e  (quod  I)  yat  for  warres  fake 
you  mufle  cheryflie  theues.  For  fuerly  you  fhall  neuer 
lacke  theues,  wh34es  you  haue  them.  No  nor  theues 
be  not  the  mofl  falfe  and  faynt  harted  fol-  Betwene  sol- 
diers, nor  fouldiours  be  not  the  cowardlefle  diers  and  theues 
theues  :  fo  wel  thees.  ii.  craftes  agree  toge-  '""^^  diversitie. 
then  But  this  faulte,  though  it  be  much  vfed  amonge 
you,  yet  is  it  not  peculiar  to  you  only,  but  commen  alio 
almofle  to  all  nations.  Yet  Fraunce  befides  this  is 
troubled  and  infected  with  a  much  forer  plage.  The 
whole  royalme  is  fylled  and  befieged  with  hiered  foul- 
diours in  peace  tyme  (yf  that  bee  peace)  whyche  be 
brought  in  vnder  the  fame  colour  and  pretenfe,  that 
hath  perfuaded  you  to  kepe  thefe  ydell  femynge  men. 
For  thies  wyfefooles  and  verye  archedoltes  thought  the 
wealthe  of  the  whole  countrey  herin  to  confifl,  if  there 
were  euer  in  a  redinelTe  a  ftronge  and  fure  garrifon, 
fpecially  of  old  practifed  fouldiours,  for  they  put  no  trufl 
at  all  in  men  vnexercifed.  And  therfore  they  mufl  be 
forced  to  feke  for  warre,  to  the  ende  thei  may  euer  haue 
practifed  fouldiours,  and  cunnyng  manfleiers,  lefl  that 
(as  it  is  pretely  fayde  of  SalufL)  their  handes  and  their 
mindes  through  idlenes  or  lacke  of  exercife,  fliould 
waxe  dul.  But  howe  pemitious  and  peflilenet  a  thyng 
it  is  to  maintayne  fuche  beafles,  the  Frenche  men, 
by  their  owne  harmes  haue  learned,  and  the  examples 
of  the  Romaynes,  Carthaginiens,  Syriens,  and  of  man- 
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ye  other  countreyes  doo  manifeflly  declare.  For  not 
wha  in  on  onlye  the  Empire,  but  alfo  the  fieldes  and 
uenrenc^eTccm-  Cities  of  all  thcfe,  by  diuers  occafions  haue 
dnuaU^aK-  ^^^"  ouerrunned  and  deflroyed  of  their 
sons  of  soul-  owne  armies  before  hande  had  in  aredineffe. 
lours.  Now   how   vnneceffary  a   thinge   this   is, 

hereby  it  maye  appeare :  that  the  Frenche  fouldiours, 
which  from  their  youth  haue  ben  practifed  and  inured 
in  feates  of  armes,  do  not  cracke  nor  aduaunce  them- 
felfes  to  liaue  very  often  gotte  the  vpper  hand  and 
maiflry  of  your  new  made  and  vnpractifed  fouldiours. 
But  in  this  poynte  I  wyll  not  vfe  many  woordes,  lefle 
perchaunce  I  maye  feeme  to  flatter  you.  No  nor  thofe 
fame  handy  crafte  men  of  yours  in  Cities,  nor  yet  the 
rude  and  vplandifli  plowmen  of  the  countreye,  are  not 
fuppofed  to  be  greatly  affrayde  of  your  gentlemens  idle 
feruyngmen,  vnleffe  it  be  fuche  as  be  not  of  body  or 
(lature  correfpondent  to  their  flrength  and  courage, 
orels  whofe  bolde  (lomakes  be  difcouraged  throughe 
pouertie.  Thus  you  may  fee,  that  it  is  not  to  be  feared 
left  they  (houlde  be  effeminated,  if  thei  were  brought 
vp  in  good  craftes  and  labourfome  woorkes,  wherieby 
to  gette  their  liuynges,  whofe  ftoute  and  fturdye  bodyes 
(for  gentlemen  vouchfafe  to  corrupte  and  fpill  none 
but  picked  and  chofen  men)  now  either  by  reafon  ot 
reft  and  idleneffe  be  brought  to  weakeneffe:  orels  by 
eafy  and  womanly  exercifes  be  made  feble,  and  vn- 
hable  to  endure  hardneffe.  Truly  howe  fo  euer  the 
cafe  ftandeth,  thys  me  thinketh  is  nothing  auayeablt 
to  the  weale  publique,  for  warre  fake,  which  you  neuer 
haue,  but  when  you  wyl  your  felfes,  to  keepe  and  main- 
teyn  an  vnnumerable  flocke  of  that  fort  of  men,  that 
be  fo  troublefome  and  no3^ous  in  peace.  Wherof  you 
ought  to  liaue  a  tliowfand  times  more  regarde,  then  of 
warre.  But  yet  this  is  not  only  the  neceffary  caufe  of 
ftealing.  There  is  an  other,  whych,  as  I  fuppofe,  is 
p[ro]per  and  peculiar  to  you  Engliflimen  alone.  What  is 
that,  quod  the  Cardinal?  forfoth  my  lorde  (quod  I) 
your  fhepe  that  were  wont  to  be  fo  meke  and  tame,  and 
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fo  fmal  eaters,  now,  as  I  heare  faye,  be  become  fo  great 
deuowerers  and  fo  wylde,  that  they  eate  vp,  English  shepe 
and  fwallow  downe  the  very  men  them  deuourers  of 
felfes.  They  confume,  deflroye,  and  de-  '"^"' 
uoure  whole  fieldes,  howfes,  and  cities.  For  looke  in 
what  partes  of  the  realme  doth  gi'owe  the  fynefl,  and 
therfore  dearefl  woll,  there  noble  men,  and  gentlemen: 
yea  and  certeyn  Abbottes,  holy  men  no  doubt,  not  con- 
tenting them  felfes  with  the  yearely  reuenues  and  pro- 
fytes,  that  were  wont  to  grow  to  theyr  forefathers  and 
predeceffours  of  their  landes,  nor  beynge  content  that 
they  liue  in  refl  and  pleafure  nothinge  profiting,  yea 
much  noyinge  the  weale  publique:  leaue  no  grounde 
for  tillage,  thei  inclofe  al  into  paflures:  thei  throw 
doune  houfes :  they  plucke  downe  townes,  and  leaue 
nothing  flandynge,  but  only  the  churche  to  be  made  a 
fhepehowfe.  And  as  thoughe  you  lofLe  no  fmall  quan- 
tity of  grounde  by  forefles,  chafes,  laundes,  and  parkes, 
thofe  good  holy  men  tume  all  dwellinge  places  and  all 
glebeland  into  defolation  and  wildemes*  Therfore  that 
on  couetous  and  vnlatiable  cormaraunte  shepemai- 
and  very  plage  of  his  natyue  contrey  maye  sters  decayers 
compaffe  aboute  and  inclofe  many  thou-  ^  "^  ^"  ^^^ 
fand  akers  of  grounde  to  gether  within  one  pale  or 
hedge,  the  hufbandmen  be  thrufl  owte  of  their  owne, 
or  els  either  by  coueyne  and  fraude,  or  by  violent  op- 
preffion  they  be  put  befydcs  it,  or  by  wronges  and  in- 
iuries  thei  be  fo  weried,  that  they  be  compelled  to  fell 
all:  by  one  meanes  therfore  or  by  other,  either  by 
hooke  or  crooke  they  mufle  needes  departe  awaye, 
poore,  felye,  wretched  foules,  men,  women,  hufbands, 
wiues,  fatherleffe  children,  widowes,  wofull  mothers, 
with  their  yonge  babes,  and  their  whole  houfhold  fmal 
in  fubflance,  and  muche  in  numbre,  as  hulbandrye  re- 
quireth  manye  handes.  Awaye  thei  trudge,  I  lay,  out 
of  their  knowen  and  accuflomed  houfes,  fyndynge  no 
place  to  refle  in.  All  their  houfholdefluffe,  which e  is 
verye  litle  woorthe,  thoughe  it  myght  well  abide  the 
fale :  yet  oeeynge  fodainely  thrufle  oute,  they  be  con- 
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The  decaye  of  drayned  to  fell  It  for  a  thing  of  nought. 
seth^bl'^^er'  ^^^  when  they  haue  wandered  abrode  tyll 
which  is  the  that  be  foent,  what  can  they  then  els  doo 
Tbtnd:!  a^"  but  fteale,  and  then  iuftly  pardy  be  hanged, 
theues.  or  els  go  about  a  beggyng.     And  yet  then 

alfo  they  be  cade  in  prifon  as  vagaboundes,  becaufe 
they  go  aboute  and  worke  not:  whom  no  man  wyl  fet 
a  worke,  though  thei  neuer  fo  willyngly  profre  them- 
felues  therto.  For  one  Shephearde  or  Heardman  is 
ynoughe  to  eate  vp  that  gi'ounde  with  cattel,  to  the 
occupiyng  wherof  aboute  hufbandrye  manye  handes 
The  cause  of  ^^^^  requifitc.  And  this  is  alfo  the  caufe 
deartii  ot  vie-  why  victualles  be  now  in  many  places 
\iaiQs,  dearer.      Yea,    befides   this   the  price  of 

wolle  is  fo  ryfen,  that  poore  folkes,  which  were  wont 
to  worke  it,  and  make  cloth  therof,  be  nowe  hable  to 
bye  none  at  all.     And  by  thys  meanes  verye  manye  be 
,  forced  to  forfake  worke,  and  to  geue  them 

nieifce*com"mlth  fclucs  to  idclneffe.  For  after  that  fo  much 
w(A^^^^  ^^  grounde  was  inclofed  for  paflure,  an  infi- 
nite multitude  of  fhepe  dyed  of  the  rotte, 
fuche  vengeaunce  God  toke  of  their  inordinate  and 
vnfaciable  couetoufnes,  fendinge  amonge  the  fhepe  tnat 
pefliferous  morrein,  whiche  much  more  iuflely  (houlde 
haue  fallen  on  the  fhepemafters  owne  heades.  And 
Miough  the  number  of  fhepe  increafe  neuer  fo  fafle,  yet 
the  price  falleth  not  one  myte,  becaufe  there  be  fo  fewe 
The  cause  of  fellcrs.  For  they  be  almoofle  all  comen  in- 
dearth  of  woi.  to  a  fcwe  richc  mcuncs  handes,  whome  no 
neade  forceth  to  fell  before  they  lufl,  and  they  lufle  not 
before  they  maye  fell  as  deare  as  they  lufle.  Now  the  fame 
Dearth  of  cat-  c^^^^  bringeth  in  like  dearth  of  the  other 
tei  with  the  ^  kindes  of  cattell,  yea  and  that  fo  much  ye 
cause  t  eroi.  j^q^^^  bicaufe  that  after  fermes  plucked 
downe,  and  hufbandry  decaied,  there  is  no  man  that 
paffethe  for  the  breadynge  of  younge  floore.  For  thefe 
riche  men  brynge  not  vp  the  yonge  ones  of  greate  cattel 
as  they  do  lambes.  But  lirfl  they  bie  them  abrode  verie 
chepe,  and  afterward  when  they  be  fatted  in  their  pas- 
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lures,  they  fell  them  agayne  excedynge  deare.  And 
therefore  (as  I  fuppofe)  the  whole  incommoditie  hereof 
is  not  yet  felte.  For  yet  they  make  dearth  onely  in 
thofe  places,  where  they  fell.  But  when  they  Ihall 
fetche  them  away  from  thence  wheare  they  be  bredde 
fafler  then  they  can  be  broughte  vp:  then  fhall  there 
alfo  be  felte  greate  dearth,  floore  beginning  there  to 
faile,  where  the  ware  is  boughte.  Thus  the  vnreafon- 
able  couetoufnes  of  a  few  hath  turned  yat  thing  to  the 
vtter  vndoing  of  your  ylande,  in  the  whiche  th  f  • 
thynge  the  cheife  felicitie  of  your  realme  did  tuaks  is°thT' 
confifl.    For  this  create  dearth  of  victualles   ^ecay  of  house 

1  T  1      1  r  1  keping;wherc- 

caufeth  men  to  kepe  as  litle  houfes,  and  as   of  ensueth  beg- 
fmale  hofpitalitie  as  they  poffible  maye,  and   g^^y^^^thefte. 
to  put  away  their  feruauntes  :  whether,  I  pray  you,  but 
a  beggynge  :  or  elles  (whyche  thefe  gentell  blondes, 
and  iloute  flomackes,  wyll  fooner  fet  their  myndes  vntoj 
a  dealing  ?     Nowe  to  amende  the  matter,  to  this  wret- 
ched beggerye,  and  miferable  pouertie  is  ioyned  greate 
wantonnes,  importunate  fuperfluitie,  and 
exceffme  riote.   For  not  only  gentle  mennes   ^^''^'''n^^^j^jffj^ 
feruauntes,  but  alfo  handicrafe  men :  yea  a  mainteiner  of 
and  almooRe  the  ploughmen  of  the  coun-   ^^fffg^^  ^^^ 
trey,  with  al  other  fortes  of  people,  vfe 
muche  flraunge  and  proude  newefanglenes  in  their 
apparell,    and   to  muche   prodigall  riotte,    ^nd  fump 
tuous  fare  at  their  table.     Nowe  bawdes, 
queines,    whoores,    harlottes,  flrumpettes,   i^audes,  who- 

,  1      iV         ^  •  '  1  ^^^y  winetauer- 

brothelhoufes,  llewes,  and  yet  an  other  nes,  alehouses, 
flewes  wynetauernes,  ale  houfes,  and  gameTbTvery 
tiplinge  houfes,  with  fo  manye  noughtie,  "^.others  of 
lewde,.and  vnlawfull  games,  as  dyce,  cardes, 
tables,  tennis,  boules,  coytes,  do  not  all  thefe  fende  the 
haunters  of  themflreyghte  a  flealynge  when  theyr  money 
is  gone  ?  Cafle  oute  thefe  pernicyous  abhominations, 
make  a  lawe,  that  they,  whiche  plucked  downe  fermes, 
and  townes  of  hufbandrie,  fhal  reedifie  them, or  els  yelde, 
and  vprenderthepoffeffion  therof  to  fuche,  as  wil  goto  the 
coil  of  buylding  them  an  ewe.  Suffer  not  thefe  riche  mep 
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lobie\'pal,  to  ingroffe,  and  forflalle,  and  with  their  mono 
D-  ,        .        polietokepethemarketaloneaspleafethem. 

Rich  men  in-        ^  ^  ^  .       .  .  .  ^  .  ,    ,  . 

possers  and  Let  not  10  many  be  brought  vp  in  idelnes,  let 
rorestaiiers.  hufbandry  and  tillage  be  reftored,  let  clothe- 
workingebe  renewed,  that  thcr  may  be  honefl  labours  for 
this  ideli  fort  to  paffe  their  tyme  in  profitablye,  whiche 
hitherto  either  pouertie  hath  caufed  to  be  theues,  or 
elles  nowe  be  either  vagabondes,  or  idel  feruing  men, 
and  fhortelye  wilbe  theues.  Doubtles  onles  you  finde 
a  remedy  for  thefe  enormities,  you  fhall  in  vaine  ad- 
uaunce  your  felues  of  executing  iudice  vpgn  fellons. 
For  this  iuflice  is  more  beautiful  in  apperaunce,  and 

more  florifliynge  to  the  fhewe,  then  either 
edJiatbn^o?  luflc  or  profitable.  For  by  fuffring  your 
oftheu^er^^^^*"  y^^^h^   wantonlie,   and    vicioufly   to    be 

brought  vp,  and  to  be  infected,  euen  frome 
theyr  tender  age,  by  litle  and  litle  with  vice  :  then  a 
goddes  name  to  be  punifhed,  when  they  commit  the 
fame  faultes  after  being  come  to  mans  (late,  which 
from  their  youthe  they  were  euer  like  to  do  :  In  this 
pointe,  I  praye  you,  what  other  thing  do  you,  then 
make  theues,  and  then  punifh  them  ?  Now  as  I  was 
thus  fpeakinge,  the  Lawier  began  to  make  hym  felfe 
readie  to  anfwere,  and  was  determined  with  him  felfe 
to  vfe  the  common  fafliion,  and  trade  of  difputers, 
whiche  be  more  diligent  in  reherfinge,  then  anfwering, 
as  thinking  the  memorie  worthy  of  the  chief  praife. 
In  dede  fir,  quod  he,  you  haue  faid  wel,  being  but  a 
ftraunger,  and  one  that  myghte  rather  heare  fome 
thing  of  thefe  matters,  then  haue  any  exacte  or  per- 
fecte  knowledge  of  the  fame,  as  I  wil  incontinent  by 
open  proffe  make  manifell  and  plaine.  For  firfle  I 
will  reherfe  in  order  all  that  you  haue  fayde :  then  I 
wyll  declare  wherein  you  be  deceaued,  through  lacke 
of  knowledge,  in  all  oure  fafhions,  maners  and  cus- 
tomes :  and  lafl  of  all  I  will  aunfwere  youre  argumen- 
tes,  and  confute  them  euery  one.  Firfte  therefore  I 
wyll  begynne  where  I  promyfed.  Foure  thynges  you 
femed  to  me.     Holde  youre  peace,  quod  the  Car 
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dinall :  for  it  appeareth  that  you  will  make  He  is  wonhe- 
no  fhorte  aunfwere,  which  make  fuche  a  li^T^^o'i-uu"" 
beginnynge.  Wherefore  at  this  time  you  ofwordes. 
ihall  not  take  the  paynes  to  make  youre  aun[f]were, 
but  kepe  it  to  youre  nexte  meatynge,  which  I  woulde 
be  righte  gladj  that  it  might  be  euen  to  morrowe  next, 
onles  either  you  or  mayfler  Raphael  haue  any  earnefl 
let.  But  nowe  mayfler  Raphael,  1  woulde  verye  gladlye 
heare  of  you,  why  you  thinke  thefte  not  worthye  to  be 
puniflied  with  deathe,  or  what  other  punifhemente  you 
can  deuife  more  expedient  to  the  weale  publique.  For 
I  am  fure  you  are  not  of  that  minde,  that  you  woulde 
haue  thefte  efcape  vnpunifhed.  For  yf  nowe  the  ex- 
treme punifhemente  of  deathe  can  not  caufe  them  to 
leaue  llealinge,  then  yf  ruffians  and  robbers  fhoulde  be 
fuer  of  their  lyues  :  what  violence,  what  feare  were 
hable  to  holde  their  handes  from  robbinge,  whiche 
woulde  take  the  mitigation  of  the  punifhmente,  as  a 
a  verye  prouocation  to  the  mifchiefe? 
Suerlye  my  lorde,  quod  I,  I  thinke  it  not  oug^nVnot^to  be 
r>'ght  nor  iuflice,  that  ye  loffe  of  money  g^^j^^^^  ^^ 
fhould  caufe  the  loffe  of  mans  life.  For 
myne  opinion  is,  that  all  the  goodes  in  the  worlde  are 
not  hable  to  counteruayle  mans  life.  But  if  they 
would  thus  fay  :  that  the  breakynge  of  iuflice,  and  the 
tranfgreffion  of  the  lawes  is  recompenfed  with  this 
punifhment,  and  not  the  loffe  of  the  money,  then  why 
maye  not  this  extreme  and  rigorous  iuflice  wel  be  called 
plaine  iniurie  ?  For  fo  cruell  gouernaunce,  straitekwes 
io  flreite  rules,  and  vnmercyful  lawes  be  not  allowable. 
not  allowable,  that  if  a  fmall  offenfe  be  committed,  by 
and  by  the  fword  fhould  be  drawen :  Nor  fo  floical 
ordinaunces  are  to  be  borne  withall,  as  to  counte  al 
ofFenfes  of  fuche  equalitie,  that  the  killing  of  a  man,  or 
the  takyng  of  his  money  from  him  were  both  a  matter, 
and  the  one  no  more  heinous  offenfe  then  the  other : 
betwene  the  whyche  two,  yf  we  haue  anye  refpecte  to 
equitie,  no  fimilitude  or  equalitie  confifleth.  God 
commaundeth  vs  that  we  ihall  not  kill.     And  be  we 


then  fo  haflie  to  kill  a  man  for  takinge  a  litle  money  ? 
And  if  any  man  woulde  vnderflande  killing  by  this 
commaundement  of  God,  to  be  forbidden  after  no  largei 
wife,  then  mans  ccnditutions  define  killynge  to  be  law- 
full,  then  whye  maye  it  not  lykewife  by 
law^ughTnot  Hians  conflitutions  be  determined  after 
to  be  preiudici-  what  fort  whordome,  fornication,  and  per- 
iurie  may  be  lawfull  ?  For  where  as  by 
the  permiffion  of  God,  no  man  hath  power  to  kil 
neither  himfelf,  nor  yet  anye  other  man  :  then  yf  a 
lawe  made  by  the  confent  of  men,  concerninge  (laughter 
of  men :  oughte  to  be  of  fuche  flrengthe,  force,  and 
vertue,  that  they  which  contrarie  to  the  commaunde- 
ment of  God  haue  killed  thofe,  whom  this  confLitution 
of  man  commaunded  to  be  killed,  be  cleane  quite  and 
exempte  out  of  the  bondes  and  daunger  to  Gods  com- 
maundement: fhall  it  not  then  by  this  reafon  follow, 
that  the  power  of  Gods  commaundemente  fhall  ex- 
tende  no  further,  then  mans  lawe  doeth  define, 
and  permitte?  And  fo  fhall  it  come  to  paffe,  that 
in  like  maner  mans  conflitutions  in  al  thinges  fhal 
determine  how  farre  the  obferuation  of  all  Gods  com- 
maundementes  fhall  extende.  To  be  fhorte  Moyfes 
law,  though  it  were  vngentle  and  fliarpe,  as  a  law  that 
was  geuen  to  bondmen,  yea;  and  them  very  obfli- 
nate,  flubborne,  and  flyfnecked  :  yet  it  punifhed  thefte 
by  the  purfe,  and  not  wyth  death.  And 
Iw/*iiwe^not  let  vs  not  thinke  that  God  in  the  newe  law 
punished  by  of  clcmencie  and  mercy e,  vnder  the  which e 
he  ruleth  vs  with  fatherlie  gentlenes,  as  his 
deare  children  hathe  geuen  vs  greater  fcoupe  and  licence 
to  the  execution  of  cruelte,  one  vpon  another.  Nowe 
ye  haue  heard  the  reafons  whereby,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  this  punifliement  is  vnlawful.  Furthermore  I  thinke 
What  inconue-  ^^^^^  ^^  no  body  that  knoweth  not,  how  vn- 
nienceensueth  reafonablc,  yca :  how  pernitious  a  thinge 
fe  wkh'^"^"  it  is  to  the  weale  publike,  that  a  thefe  and 
death.  ^n  homicide  or  murderer,  fhoulde  fuffei 

equall  and  like  punifliment.    For  the  thefe  feynge  thai 
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man,  that  is  condempned  for  thefte  in  no  leffe  ieoperdie, 
nor  iudged  to  no  leffe  punifliment,  then  him  that  is  conuicte 
of  manllaughter  :  throughe  this  cogitation   p^^jshing  of 
onelye  he   is  flrongly  and  forciblye  pro-   theft  by  deatiie 
uoked,  and  in  a  maner  conflreined  to  kill  fhefe^Jo  be\ 
him,  whome  els  he  woulde  haue  but  robbed,    murtherer. 
For  the  murder  beyngeones  done,  he  is  in  leffe  feare,  and 
in  more  hoope  that  the  deede  fliaii  not  be  bewrayed  or 
knowen,  feynge  the  partye  is  nowe  deade,  and  rydde 
oute  of  the  waye,  which  onelye  mighte  haue  vttered  and 
difclofed  it.      But  if  he  chaunce  to   be  taken   and 
difcriued  :  yet  he  is  in  no  more  daunger  and  ieoperdie, 
then  if  he  had  committed  but  fmgle  fellonye.     Ther- 
fore  whiles  we  go  about  with  fuche  crueltie  to  make  the- 
ues  aferd,  we  prouoke  them  to  kil  good  men.     Now  ar 
touchinge  this  queflion,  what  punifhemente  were  more 
commodious  and  better:  that  truelye  in  my 
iudgemente  is  eafier  to  be  founde,  then  what  punfshm^  " 
punifliment  might  be  wurfe.  For  why  fhould   may  bedeuised 
we  doubt  that  to  be  a  good  and  a  profytable 
waye  for  the  punifhemente  of  offendours,  whiche  we 
knowe  did  in  tymes  pafle  folonge  pleafe  the  Romaines, 
men  in  the  adminifLration  of  a  weale  publique  mooile 
experte,  politique,  and  cunnynge?  Suche  as  amonge 
them  were  conuicte  of  great  and  heynous  jjowe  the  Ro- 
trefpaces,  them  they  condempned  into  flone  mayns  pum- 

•  J  •    i.  •  -L     J-  i-i.    11         shed  thefte. 

quarries,  and  into  mienes  to  digge  mettalle, 
there  to  be  kepte  in  cheynes  all  the  dayes  of  their  life. 
But  as  concernyng  this  matter,  I  allow  the  ordinaunce 
of  no  nation  fo  wel  as  yat  which  I  fawe,  whiles  I  tra- 
uailed  abroade  aboute  the  workie,  vfed  in  Perfia  amonge 
the   people   that  commenly  be  called  the  Awonhyand 
Polylerites.     Whofe  land  is  both  large  and  p°™hmfnt'^ 
ample,  and  alfo  well  and  wittelye  gouerned :   theues  in  the 
and  the  people  in  all  conditions  free  and  of^t  Po?yS^^^^^ 
ruled  by  their  owne  lawes,  faumge  that  they  »t«^s  in  Persia, 
paye  a  yearelye  tribute  to  the  great  king   of  Perfia. 
But   bicaufe  they  be  farre  from  the  fea,   compaffed 
and  inclofed,  almofle  rounde  aboute  with  hyghe  moun- 
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taines,  and  do  content  them  felues  with  the  fniitcs  of 
their  owne  lande,  which e  is  of  it  felfe  verye  fertile  and 
frutfuU :  for  this  caufe  neither  they  go  to  other  coun- 
treis,  nor  other  come  to  them.  And  accordynge  to  the 
olde  cuflome  of  the  land,  they  defire  not  to  enlarge  the 
boundes  of  their  dominions  :  and  thofe  that  they  haue 
by  reafon  of  the  highe  hilles  be  eafely  defended :  and 
the  tribute  whiche  they  paye  to  their  chiefe  lord  and 
kinge,  fetteth  them  quite  and  free  from  warfare.  Thus 
their  life  is  commodious  rather  then  gallante,  and  may 
better  be  called  happie :  or  welthy,  then  notable  or 
famous.  For  they  be  not  knowen  afmuch,  as  by  name, 
I  fuppofe  fauing  only  to  theyr  next  neighbours  and 
borderes.  They  that  in  this  lande  be  atteinted  and 
conuict  of  felony,  make  reflitution  of  that  which  they 
dole,  to  the  righte  owner  :  and  not  (as  they  do  in  other 
....  landes)  to  the  kinge :  whome  they  thinke 
for  them  that  to  hauc  no  morc  righte  to  the  thiefellolen 
3o  otherwise,  ^hiuge,  then  the  thiefe  him  felfe  hathe.  But 
if  the  thing  be  lofle  or  made  away,  then  the  value  of  it 
is  paide  of  the  gooddes  of  fuch  offenders,  which  els  re- 
maineth  all  whole  to  their  wiues,  and  children.  And 
Theues  con-  they  them  felues  be  jcondempned  to  be  com- 
comme'rfiabou-  ^^P  laborcrs,  and,  oneles  the  thefte  be 
rers.  vcric  hciuous,  they  be  neyther  locked  in 

prifon,  nor  fettered  in  giues,  but  be  vntied  and  go  at 
large,  laboring  in  the  common  workes.  They  that  refufe 
labour,  or  go  flowly  and  flacklye  to  their  worke,  be  not 
onelye  tied  in  cheynes,  but  alfo  pricked  forward  with 
flripes.  But  beinge  diligente  aboute  theyr  worke  they 
liue  without  checke  or  rebuke.  Euery  night  they  be 
called  in  by  name :  and  be  locked  in  theyr  chambers.  Be- 
fide  their  dayly  labour,  their  life  is  nothing  hard  or  in- 
commodious. Their  fare  is  indifferent  good,  borne  at  the 
charges  of  the  weale  publike,  bicaufe  they  be  commen 
feruauntes  to  the  commen  wealth.  But  their  charges  in 
all  places  of  the  lande  is  not  borne  alike.  For  in  fome 
partes  that  which  is  beflowed  vpon  them  is  gathered 
in  almes.     And  thoughe  that  waye  be  vncertein,  yet 
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the  people  be  fo  ful  of  mercy  and  pitie,  that  none  is 
tbund  more  profitable  or  plentilull.  In  fome  places 
certein  landes  be  appointed  hereunto :  of  the  reuenewes 
whereof  they  be  mainteined.  And  in  fome  places 
euerye  man  geueth  a  certein  tribute  for  ye  fame  vfe  and 
purpofe.  Againe  in  fome  partes  of  the 
land  thefe  feruing  men  (for  fo  be  thefe  truing  men. 
dampned  perfons  called)  do  no  common  worke,  but  as 
euerye  priuate  man  nedeth  laborours,  so  he  commeth 
into  the  markette  place,  and  there  hierethe  fome  of 
them  for  meate  and  drinke,  and  a  certeine  limitted 
waiges  by  the  daye,  fumwhat  cheper  then  he  fhoulde 
hire  a  free  man.  It  is  alfo  lawefull  for  them  to  chaflice 
the  flouthe  of  thefe  feruinge  men  with  flripes.  By  this 
meanes  they  neuer  lacke  worke,  and  befides  the  gayn- 
inge  of  their  meate  and  drinke,  euerye  one  of  them 
bringeth  dailie  fome  thing  into  the  common  treafourie. 
All  and  euery  one  of  them  be  apparailed  in  one  col- 
oure.  Their  heades  be  not  polled  or  fhauen,  but  round- 
ed a  lytle  aboue  the  eares.  And  the  typpe  of  the  one 
eare  is  cut  of.  Euery  one  of  them  maye  take  meate 
and  drinke  of  their  frendes,  and  alfo  a  coate  of  their 
owne  colloure  :  but  to  receiue  money  is  deathe,  afwell 
to  the  geuer,  as  to  the  receiuoure.  And  no  leffe  ieo- 
perdie  it  is  for  a  free  man  to  receiue  moneye  oi  a 
(eruynge  manne  for  anye  maner  of  caufe :  and  lykewife 
for  feruinge  men  to  touche  weapons.  The  feruinge 
men  of  euerye  feuerall  Ihire  be  diflincte  and  knowen 
rome  other  by  their  feuerall  and  diflincte  badges:  whiche 
Lo  cafle  awaye  is  death  :  as  it  is  alfo  to  be  fene  oute 
Df  the  precincte  of  their  owne  fhire,  or  to  talke  with  a 
eruins^e  man  of  another  fhyre.     And  it  is   . 

rr        1  1  r  •  1  An  euell  intent 

effe  daunger  to  them,  for  to  mtende  to  estemed  as  the 
unne  awaye,  then  to  do  it  in  dede.  ^^^^' 
Yesi  and  to  conceal  fuche  an  enterpries  in  a  feruinge 
nan  it  is  deathe,  in  a  free  man  feruitude.  Of  the  con- 
;rarie  parte,  to  him  that  openeth  and  vttereth  fuche 
:ounfelles,  be  decreed  large  giftes :  to  a  free  man  a 
^reat   fome    oi    money,  to  a  feruing  man  freedome  : 
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and  to  them  bothe  forgeuenes  and  pardone  of  that  they 
were  of  counfell  in  that  pretence.  So  that  it  can  neuer 
be  fo  good  for  them  to  go  forewarde  in  their  euyll  pur- 
pofe,  as  by  repentaunce  to  tourne  backe.  This  is  the 
lawe  and  order  in  this  behalfe,  as  I  haue  (hewed  you. 
Wherein  what  humanitie  is  vfed,  howe  farre  it  is  frome 
rj,,    .  , ,     ,      crueltie,  and  howe  commodyous  it  is,  you 

Therightend        j  i     '       ,  t-  r  i! 

and  intent  of  do  playnelye  perceaue  :  For  afmuche  as 
punishement.     ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^j^^'j.  ^^j.^^|^  ^^^  punyfhemcnte 

intendeth  nothynge  elles,  but  the  deflruction  of  vices, 
and  fauynge  of  menne :  wyth  fo  vfynge,  and  ordering 
them,  that  they  can  not  chufe  but  be  good,  and 
what  harme  fo  euer  they  did  before,  in  the  refi- 
dewe  of  theyr  Hfe  to  make  amendes  for  the  fame. 
Moreouer  it  is  fo  htle  feared,  that  they  fhoulde  tourne 
againe  to  their  vicious  conditions,  that  wayefaringe 
men  wyl  for  their  fauegarde  chufe  them  to  theyr  guydes 
before  any  other,  in  euery  fheir  chaunging  and  taking 
new.  For  if  they  would  committe  robbery,  they  haue 
nothinge  aboute  them  meate  for  that  purpofe.  They 
may  touch  no  weapons  :  money  founde  aboute  them 
fhoulde  betraie  the  robbery.  They  flioulde  be  no 
fooner  taken  with  the  maner,  but  furthwith  they  Ihoulde 
be  punifhed.  Neither  they  can  haue  any  hope  at  all  to 
fkape  awaye  by  flienge.  For  howe  (hould  a  man,  that 
in  no  parte  of  his  apparell  is  hke  other  men,  flye  pre- 
uelieandvnknowen,  onleshe  woulde  runne  awaye  naked? 
Howebeit  fo  alfo  flyinge  he  fhoulde  be  difcriued  by 
the  roundyng  of  his  heade,  and  his  eare  marke.  But 
it  is  a  thinge  to  be  doubted,  that  they  will  laye  theyr 
heddes  together,  and  confpire  againfle  the  weale  pub- 
lique.  No  no  I  warrante  you.  For  the  feruyng  men 
of  one  fheire  alone  coulde  neuer  hoope  to  bringe 
to  paffe  fuche  an  enterprife,  without  folHcitinge, 
entyfmge,  and  allurynge  the  feruinge  men  of  man- 
ye  other  Ihieres  to  take  their  partes.  Whiche 
thinge  is  to  them  fo  impoffible,  that  they  maye  not 
afmuch  as  fpeake  or  talke  togethers,  or  falute  one  an 
other.     No  it  is  not  to  be  thoughte  that  they  woulde 
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make  theyr  owne  countreymen  and  companions  of 
their  counfell  in  fuche  a  matter,  whiche  they  knowe 
well  fhould  be  ieopardie  to  the  concelour  thereof, 
and  great  commoditie  and  goodnes  to  the  opener  and 
detectour  of  the  fame.  Whereas  on  the  other  parte, 
there  is  none  of  them  all  hopeles  or  in  difpaire  to  re- 
couer  againe  his  former  eflate  of  fredome,  by  humble 
obedience,  by  paciente  fuffringe,  and  by  geuing  good 
tokens  and  likelyhoode  of  himfelfe,  that  he  wyll  euer 
after  that,  lyue  like  a  trewe,  and  an  honefl  man.  For 
euerye  yeare  diuers  of  them  be  refLored  to  their  free- 
dome:  throughe  the  commendation  of  their  patience. 
Whan  I  had  thus  fpoken,  fayinge  moreouer  that  I 
coulde  fee  no  caufe  why  this  ordre  might  not  be 
had  in  Englande  with  muche  more  profyte,  then 
the  luflice  whiche  the  lawyer  fo  heighly  prayled : 
Naye,  quod  the  lawier,  this  coulde  neuer  be  fo  flab- 
lyfhed  in  Englande,  but  that  it  mufl  nedes  bringe  the 
weale  publike  into  great  ieoperdie  and  hafarde.  And 
as  he  was  thus  fayinge,  he  fhaked  his  heade,  and 
made  a  wrie  mouthe,  and  fo  he  helde  his  peace. 
And  all  that  were  there  prefent,  with  one  affent  agreed 
to  his  fayinge.  Well,  quod  the  Cardinall,  yet  it  were 
harde  to  iudge  withoute  a  proffe,  whether  this  order 
would  do  wel  here  or  no.  But  when  the  fentence  of 
death  is  geuen,  if  than  the  kinge  fhoulde  commaunde 
execution  to  be  defferred  and  fpared,  and  would  proue 
this  order  and  faffion  :  takinge  awaye  the  priuiliges  of 
all  faintuaties :  if  then  the  profe  Ihoulde  declare  the 
thinge  to  be  good  and  profitable,  than  it  were  wel 
done  that  it  were  llabliflied :  Els  the  condempned 
and  repriued  perfons  may  afwel  and  as  iuflly  be  put  to 
death  after  this  profe,  as  when  they  were  firfl  cafl. 
N"either  any  ieoperdie  can  in  the  meane  fpace  growe 
lerof.     Yea,  and  me  thynketh  that  thefe  ,^     ^     ^ 

,  ,  "^  ,  ,  -  ^     -  Vagaboundes. 

vagaboundes  may  very  wel  be  ordered  after 
the  fame  fafliion,  againft  whom  we  haue  hitherto  made 
fo  many  lawes,  and  fo  litle  preuailed.     When  the  Car- 
dinall had  thus  faide,  than  euer)^  man  gaue  greate  praiie 
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to  my  fayinges,  whiche  a  litle  before  they  had  ais- 
.  ^  allowed.  But  mood  of  al  was  eflemed  that 
iudgementes  which  was  fpokeii  of  vagaboundes,  bicaufe 
of  flatterers.  j|.  ^^^  ^^iQ  cardinalles  owne  addition.  I  can 
not  tell  whether  it  were  befl  to  reherfe  the  communica- 
tion that  folowed,  for  it  was  not  very  fad.  But  yet  you 
fliall  heare  it,  for  there  was  no  euil  in  it,  and  partlye 
it  parteined  to  the  matter  before  faide.  There  chaunced 
to  fland  by  a  certein  iefling  parafite,  or  fcoffer,  which 
wold  feme  to  refemble  and  counterfeit  ye  foole.  But 
he  did  in  fuche  wife  counterfeit,  that  he  was  almofl  ye 
verye  fame  in  dede  that  he  labored  to  reprefent :  he 
fo  fludied  with  wordes  and  fayinges  brought  furth  fo 
out  of  time  and  place  to  make  fporte  and  moue  laugh- 
ter, that  he  himfelfe  was  oftener  laughed  at  then  his 
iefles  were.  Yet  the  foolifhe  fellowe  brought  out 
now  and  then  fuch  indifferent  and  reafonable  fluffe, 
that  he  made  the  prouerbe  true,  which  faieth  :  he  that 
fhoteth  oft,  at  the  lafl  fhal  hit  the  mark.  So  that  when 
one  of  the  company  fayd,  that  through e  my  comnauni- 
cation  a  good  order  was  founde  for  theues,  and  that 
the  Cardinal  alfo  had  wel  prouided  for  vagaboundes, 
Sicke,  aged,  fo  that  Only  remained  fome  good  prouifion 
'J^Tt'^A  f  ^"  to  be  made  for  them  that  through  ficknes 

sons  ana   beg-  .  .   o 

gers.  and  age  were  fallen  mto  pouertie,  and  were 

become  fo  impotent  and  vnweldie,  that  they  were  not 
hable  to  worke  for  their  liuinge  •  Tufhe  (quod  he)  let  me 
alone  with  them  :  you  fliall  fe  me  do  well  ynough  with 
them.  For  I  had  rather  then  any  good,  that  this  kinde 
of  people  were  driuen  fumwher  oute  of  my  fight,  they 
haue  fo  fore  troubled  me  manye  times  and  ofte,  when 
they  haue  wyth  their  lamentable  teares  begged  money 
of  me  :  and  yet  they  coulde  neuer  to  my  mynde  fo  tune 
their  fonge,  that  thereby  they  euer  got  of  me  one  far- 
thinge.  For  euer  more  the  one  of  thefe  tw^o  chaunced 
either  that  I  would  not,  or  els  that  I  could  not,  bicaufe 
I  had  it  not.  Therfore  now  they  be  waxed  wife.  Foi 
when  they  fee  me  go  by,  bicaufe  they  will  not  leefe 
theyr  labour,  they  let  me  paffe  and  faye  not  one  word( 
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to  me.  So  they  loke  for  nothinge  of  me,  a  commen  pro- 
no  in  good  fothe  no  more,  then  yf  I  were  uerbe  amonge 
a  prieft,  or  a  monke.  But  I  will  make  a  ^^s^''^- 
lawe,  that  all  thefe  beggers  fhall  be  diflributed,  and  be- 
flowed  into  houfes  of  religion.  The  men  fhalbe  made 
laye  brethren,  as  they  call  them,  and  the  women  nunnes. 
Hereat  the  Cardinal  fmiled,  and  allowed  it  in  ieil,  yea 
and  all  the  refidue  in  good  earn  eft.  But  a  certeine 
freare  graduate  in  diuinitie,  toke  fiiche  pleafure  and 
delite  in  this  iefle  of  priefles  and  monkes,  a  mery  taike 
that  he  alfo  beynge  elles  a  man  of  griflie  p^eTe  "^nd  a 
and  flerne  grauitie,  began  merilie  and  wan-  fooie. 
tonlye  to  iefle  and  taunt.  Naye,  quod  he,  you  fhall 
not  fo  be  ridde  and  difpatched  of  beggers,  oneles  you 
make  fome  prouifion  alfo  for  vs  frears.  Why,  quod 
the  iefler,  that  is  done  alreadie,  for  my  lord  him  felfe 
fet  a  verye  good  order  for  you,  when  he  decreed  that 
vagaboundes  fhould  be  kept  flraite,  and  fet  to  worke  : 
for  you  be  the  greateft  and  verieft  vagaboundes  that 
be.  This  iefl  alfo,  when  they  fawe  the  Cardinall  not 
difproue  it,  every  man  toke  it  gladly,  fauyng  onelye 
the  Frear.  For  he  (and  that  no  marueile)  beynge  thus 
touched  on  the  quicke,  and  hit  on  the  gaule,  fo  fret,  fo 
fumed,  and  chafed  at  it,  and  was  in  fuch  a  rage,  that  he 
could  not  refraine  himfelfe  from  chidinge,  Avoiding, 
raiHng,  and  reuiling.  He  called  the  fellow  ribbalde, 
villaine,  iauel,  backbiter,  fclaunderer,  and  the  childe  of 
Derdition  :  citinge  therwith  terrible  threateninges  out  of 
holie  Scripture.  Then  the  ieflynge  fcoffer  beganne  to 
playe  the  fcoffer  in  dede,  and  verely  he  was  good  at  yt, 
for  he  could  play  a  part  in  that  play  no  man  better. 
Patient  youre  felfe  good  maifler  Freare,  quod  he,  and 
be  not  angrie,  for  fcripture  faieth :  in  youre  patience 
you  fhall  faue  your  foules.  Then  the  Freare  (for  I  will 
rehearfe  his  own  very  woordes)  No  gallons  wretche,  I  am 
not  angrie  (quod  he)  or  at  the  leafle  wife,  Taike  quaiifi- 
I  do  not  fmne :  for  the  Pfalmifle  faith,  be  ^^  accordingto 

'.  the  person  that 

you  angrie,  and  fmne  not.  Then  the  Cardmal  speaketh. 
fpake  gently  to  the  freare,  and  defired  him  to  quiete  him- 
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felfe.  No  my  lord,  quod  he,  I  fpeak  not  but  of  a  good 
zeale  as  I  oughte :  for  holye  men  had  a  good  zeale. 
Wherefore  it  is  fayd  :  the  zeale  of  thy  houfe  hath  eaten 
me.  And  it  is  fonge  in  the  church  The  fkorners  of  Heli- 
zeus,  whiles  he  went  vp  into  the  houfe  of  God,  felte 
the  zeale  of  the  bald,  as  peraduenture  thisfkorning  vil- 
laine  ribaulde  shall  feele.  You  do  it  (quod  the  Cardi- 
nall)  perchaunce  of  a  good  mynde  and  affection  :  but 
me  thinketh  you  fliould  do,  I  can  not  tell  whether  more 
holilie,  certes  more  wifely,  yf  you  woulde  not  fet  youre 
witte  to  a  fooles  witte,  and  with  a  foole  take  in  hande 
a  foolifhe  contention.  No  forfoeth  my  lorde  (quod  he) 
I  fhoulde  not  do  pore  wyfelye.  For  Salomon  the  wyfe 
faieth :  Anfwere  a  foole  accordinge  to  his  folye,  like  as 
I  do  nowe,  and  do  fhew  him  the  pit  that  he  fhall  fall 
into,  yf  he  take  not  hede.  For  if  many  fkorners  of  Heli- 
zeus,  whiche  was  but  one  bald  man,  felte  the  zeale  of 
the  balde,  how  muche  more  fhall  one  fkorner  of  many 
frears  feele,  amonge  whom  be  manye  balde  men  ?  And 
we  haue  alfo  the  popes  bulles,  whereby  all  that  mocke 
and  fkorne  vs  be  excommunicate,  fufpended,  and  acur- 
fed.  The  cardinal,  feing  that  none  ende  would  be  made, 
fent  awaie  the  iefler  by  a  preuy  becke,  and  turned  the 
communication  to  an  other  matter.  Shortly  after,  when 
he  was  rifen  from  the  table,  he  went  to  heare  his  fueters, 
and  fo  dimiffed  vs.  Looke  maifler  More  wyth  how 
longe  and  tedious  a  tale  I  haue  kept  you,  which  furely 
I  woulde  haue  bene  afhamed  to  haue  done,  but  that 
you  fo  earneflly  defired  me,  and  did  after  fuch  a  forte 
geue  eare  vnto  it,  as  though  you  would  not  that  any 
parcel  of  that  communication  fhould  be  left  out. 
Whiche  thoughe  I  haue  done  fumwhat  briefely,  yet 
could  I  not  chufe  but  rehearfe  it,  for  the  iudgemente 
of  them,  whyche  when  they  had  improued  and  dif- 
allowed  myfayinges,yet  incontinent  hearynge  the  Cardi 
nail  allowe  them,  dyd  themfelues  alfo  approue  the  fame: 
fo  impudently  flattering  him,  that  they  wer  nothing 
afhamed  to  admitte,  yea  almofle  in  good  earnefl,  his 
ieflers  folifh  inuentions :  bicaufe  that  he  him  felfe  by 
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fmiling  at  them  did  feme  not  to  difproue  them.  So 
that  hereby  you  may  right  wel  perceaue  how  Htle  the 
courtiers  woulde  regard e  and  efl erne  me  and  myfayinges. 

I  enfure  you  maifler  Raphael,  quod  I,  I  toke 
greate  delectacion  in  hearing  you  :  all  thinges  that  you 
faide  were  fpoken  fo  wittilye  and  fo  pleafauntly.  And 
me  thought  me  felfe  to  be  in  the  meane  time,  not  onelye 
at  home  in  my  countrei,  but  alfo  through  the  pleafaunt 
remembraunce  of  the  Cardinal,  in  whofe  houfe  I  was 
broughte  vp  of  a  childe,  to  waxe  a  child  again e. 
And  frend  Raphael,  though  I  did  beare  verye  greate 
loue  towardes  you  before,  yet  feynge  you  do  fo  earnefl- 
lye  fauoure  this  man,  you  wyll  not  beleue  howe  muche 
my  loue  towardes  you  is  no  we  increafed.  But  yet,  all 
this  notwithflandinge,  I  can  by  no  meanes  chaunge  my 
mind,  but  that  I  mufL  nedes  beleue,  that  you,  if  you 
be  difpofed,  and  can  fynde  in  youre  hearte  to  follow 
fome  Princes  courte,  fhall  with  your  good  counfelles 
greatly e  helpe  and  further  the  commen  wealthe.  Wher- 
fore  there  is  nothynge  more  apperteining  to  youre  dewty, 
that  is  to  faye,  to  the  dewtie  of  a  good  man.  For 
where  as  your  Plato  iudgeth  that  weale  publiques  fhall 
by  this  meanes  atteyne  perfecte  felicitie,  eyther  if  phi- 
lofophers  be  kynges,  or  elles  yf  kynges  geue  themfelucb 
to  the  fludie  of  Philofophie,  how  farre  I  praye  you, 
lliall  commen  wealthes  then  be  frome  thys  felicitie,  yf 
Philofophers  wyll  vouchefaufe  to  enflruct  kinges  with 
their  good  counfell  ? 

They  be  not  fo  vnkinde  (quod  he)  but  they  woulde 
gladlye  do  it,  yea,  manye  haue  done  it  alreadye  in  bookes 
that  they  haue  putfurthe,  if  kynges  and  princes  would  be 
willynge  and  readye  to  folowe  good  counfell.  But  Plato 
doubtleffe  dyd  well  forefee,  oneleffe  kynges  themfelues 
woulde  applye  their  mindes  to  the  fludye  of  Philofophie, 
that  elles  they  woulde  neuerthoroughlyeallowe  the  coun- 
fell of  Philofophers,  beynge  themfelues  before  euen  from 
their  tender  age  infected,  and  corrupt  with  peruerfe,  and 
euill  opinions.  Whiche  thynge  Plato  hymfelfe  proued 
trewe  in  kinge  Dionyfe.  If  I  fhouldepropofe  to  anykyng 
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wholfome  decrees,  doynge  my  endeuoure  to  plucke  out 
of  hy3  mynde  the  pernicious  originall  caufes  of  vice  and 
noughtines,  thinke  you  not  that  I  fhoulde  furthewith 
either  be  driuen  away,  or  elles  made  a  laughyng  flocke? 
Well  fuppofe  I  were  with  the  Frenche  kynge,  and  there 
fyttinge  in  his  counfell,  whiles  in  that  moofle  fecrete 
confultation,  the  kynge  him  felfe  there  beynge  prefente 
in  hys  owne  perfonne  they  beate  their  braynes,  and 
ferche  the  verye  bottomes  of  their  wittes  to  difcuffe  by 
The  Frenche-  wh^t  craftc  and  meaucs  the  kynge  maye 
men  priu  lie  he  ftyl  kcpc  Myllaync,  and  drawe  to  him againe 
t^he  de^sfre  o?"^  fugitiuc  Naplcs,  And  then  howe  to  conquere 
Italic.  i]^Q^  Venetians,  and  how  to  bringe  vnder  his 

iurifdiction  all  Italic,  then  howe  to  win  the  dominion 
of  Flaunders,  Brabant,  and  of  all  Burgundie  :  with 
diuers  other  landes,  whofe  kingdomes  he  hath  longe  a 
go  in  mind  and  purpofe  inuaded.  Here  whiles  one 
counfelleth  to  conclude  a  legue  of  peace  with  the 
Venetians,  fo  longe  to  endure,  as  (hall  be  thought  mete 
and  expedient  for  their  purpofe,  and  to  make  them  alfo 
of  their  counfell,  yea,  and  befides  that  to  geue  them 
part  of  the  pray,  whiche  afterwarde,  when  they  haue 
brought  theyr  purpofe  about  after  their  owne  myndes, 
they  maye  require  and  clayme  againe.  An  other  think- 
eth  bell  to  hiere  the  Germaynes.  An  other  woulde 
Launce  knigh-  hauc  the  fauourc  of  the  Swychers  wonne 
*^s-  with  money.     An  others  aduyfe  is  to  ap- 

peafe  the  puiffaunte  power  of  the  Emperoures  maieflie 
wyth  golde,  as  with  a  mofte  pleafaunte,  and  acceptable 
facrifice.  Whiles  an  other  gyueth  counfell  to  make 
peace  wyth  the  kynge  of  Arragone,  and  to  refloore  vnto 
him  hys  owne  kyngedome  of  Nauarra,  as  a  full  affur- 
aunce  of  peace.  An  other  commeth  in  with  his  fiue 
egges,  and  aduifeth  to  hooke  in  the  kynge  of  Caflell 
with  fome  hope  of  affinitie  or  allyaunce,  and  to  bringe 
to  their  parte  certeine  Pieers  of  his  courte  for  greate 
penfions.  Whiles  they  all  flaye  at  the  chiefefle  doubte 
of  all,  what  to  do  in  the  meane  time  with  Englande, 
and  yet  agree  all  in  this  to  make  peace   with  the 
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Englifhmen,  and  with  mooile  fuer  and  flronge  bandes 
to  bynde  that  weake  and  feable  frendefliippe,  so  that 
they  mufle  be  called  frendes,  and  hadde  in  fufpicion  as 
enemyes.  And  that  therfore  the  Skottes  mufle  be  hadde 
in  a  readines,  as  it  were  in  a  ilandynge,  readie  at  all 
occafions,  in  aunters  the  Englifhmen  fhoulde  flurre 
neuer  fo  lytle,  incontinent  to  fet  vpon  them.  And 
moreouer  preuilie  and  fecretlye  (for  openlie  it  maye 
not  be  done  by  the  truce  that  is  taken)  priuelie  there- 
fore I  faye  to  make  muche  of  fome  Piere  of  Englande, 
that  is  bannifhed  hys  countrey,  whiche  mufle  cleime 
title  to  the  crowne  of  the  realme,  and  affirme  hym  felfe 
iufle  inherytoure  thereof,  that  by  this  fubtill  meanes 
they  maye  holde  to  them  the  kinge,  in  whome  elles 
they  haue  but  small  trufle  and  affiaunce.  Here  I  faye, 
where  fo  gi*eat  and  heyghe  matters  be  in  confultation, 
where  fo  manye  noble  and  wyfe  menne  counfell  theyr 
kynge  onelie  to  warre,  here  yf  I  felie  man  fhoulde  rife 
vp  and  will  them  to  tourne  ouer  the  leafe,  and  learn e  a 
newe  leffon,  fayinge  that  my  counfell  is  not  to  medle 
with  Italy,  but  to  tarye  flyll  at  home,  and  that  the  kynge- 
dome  of  Fraunce  alone  is  almoofle  greater,  then  that 
it  maye  well  be  gouerned  of  one  man  :  fo  that  the 
cynge  fhoulde  not  nede  to  fludye  howe  to  gette  more : 
\nd  then  fhoulde  propofe  vnto  them  the  decrees  of 
he  people  that  be  called  the  Achoriens,  whiche  be 
ituate  ouer  agaynRe  the  Ilande  of  Utopia  Anotabk exam- 
Mi  the  foutheafte  fide.     Thefe  Achoriens  Rl'^'TtTI" 

.  .  1,   thy  to  be  tolo- 

)nes  made  warre  m  their  kmges  quarrel!  wed. 
or  to  gette  him  another  kingdome,  whiche  he  laide 
:laime  vnto,  and  auaunced  h3rmfelfe  ryghte  inheritoure 
o  the  crowne  thereof,  by  the  tytle  of  an  olde  aliaunce. 
Vt  the  lafl  when  they  had  gotten  it,  an[d]  fawe  that  they 
ladde  euen  as  muche  vexation  and  trouble  in  kepynge 
t,  as  they  had  in  gett)Tige  it,  and  that  either  their  newe 
onquered  subiectes  by  ftindrye  occafions  were  makynge 
aylye  infurrections  to  rebell  againfle  them,  or  els  that 
ther  countreis  were  continuallie  with  diuers  inrodes 
nd  forragynges  inuadynge  them:  fo  that  they  were 
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euer  fighting  either  for  them,  or  agaynfte  them,  and 
neuer  coulcle  breake  vp  theyr  campes:  Seynge  them 
felues  in  the  meane  feafon  pylled  and  impouerifhed : 
their  money  caried  out  of  the  realm e  :  their  own  men 
killed  to  maintaine  the  glorye  of  an  other  nation :  when 
they  had  no  warre,  peace  nothynge  better  then  warre, 
by  reafon  that  their  people  in  war  had  fo  inured  them- 
felues  to  corrupte  and  wicked  maners :  that  they  had 
taken  a  delite  and  pleafure  in  robbinge  and  flealing : 
that  through  manflaughter  they  had  gathered  boldnes 
to  mifchiefe :  that  their  lawes  were  had  in  contempte, 
and  nothii^g  fet  by  or  regarded :  that  their  king  beynge 
troubled  with  the  charge  and  gouernaunce  of  two  king- 
domes,  could  not  nor  was  not  hable  perfectHe  to  dis- 
charge his  office  towardes  them  both:  feing  againe  that 
all  thefe  euelles  and  troubles  were  endles:  at  the  lafle 
layde  their  heades  together,  and  like  faithfull  and  lou- 
inge  fubiectes  gaue  to  their  kynge  free  choife  and  lib- 
ertie  to  kepe  flyll  the  one  of  thefe  two  kingdomes 
whether  he  would:  alleginge  that  he  was  not  hable  to 
kepe  both,  and  that  they  were  mo  then  might  well  be 
gouerned  of  halfe  a  king  :    forafmuche   as   no   man 
woulde  be  content  to  take  him  for  his  mulettour,  thai 
kepeth  an  other  mans  moyles  befydes  his.     So  thi 
good  prince  was  conflreyned  to  be  content  with  hi 
olde  kyngedome,  and  to  geue  ouer  the  newe  to  one 
his  frendes.     Who  fhortelye  after  was  violentlie  driuei 
out.      Furthermore  if  I  fhoulde  declare  vnto  them 
that  all  this  bufie  preparaunce  to  warre,  wherby  fo  man 
nations  for  his  fake  fhould  be  broughte  into  a  trouble 
fome  hurlei-burley  when  all  his  coffers  were  emptiec 
his  treafures  wafled,  and  his  people  deflroied,  fliould 
the  length  through  fome  mifchance  be  in  vaine  and 
none  effect:  and  that  therfore  it  were  befl  for  him  t 
content  him  felfe  with  his  owne  kingedome  of  fraunc 
as  his  forfathers  and  predeceffours  did  before  him  : 
make  much  of  it,  to  enrich  it,  and  to  make  it  as  flou 
iffhing  as  he  could,  to  endeuoure  him  felfe  to  loue 
fubiectes,  and  againe  to  be  beloued  of  them,  willing 
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0  Hue  with  them,  peaceably  to  goueme  them,  and  with 
>ther  kyngdomes  not  to  medle,  feinge  that  whiche  he 
lath  all  reddy  is  euen  ynoughe  for  him,  yea  and  more 
hen  he  can  wel  turne  hym  to :  this  myne  aduyfe  maifler 
^lore,  how  thinke  you  it  would  be  harde  and  taken  ? 

So  God  helpe  me  not  very  thankefully,  quod  I.. 

Wel  let  vs  procede  then,  quod  he.    Suppofe  that  fome 
:yng  and  his  counfelwere  together whettinge  their wittes 
.nd  deuifmge,  what  fubtell  crafte  they  myght  inuente  to 
;nryche  the  kinge  with  great  treafures  of  money.    Fiifl 
me  counfelleth  to  rayfe  and  enhaunce  the  Enhaunc  -n  e 
valuation  of  money  when  the  kinge  mufl  and  imbasyng 
)aye  anye:  and  agayne  to  calle  downe  the  °  ^^y^^^- 
^alue  of  coyne  to  leffe  them  it  is  worthe,  when  he  mulle 
eceiue  or  gather  any.     For  thus  great  fommes  fhalbe 
)ayde  wyth  a  lytyl  money,  and  where  lytle  is  due  muche 
halbe  receaued.     An  other  counfelleth  to   Coumerfayte 
ayne  warre,  that  when  vnder  this  coloure  Carres. 
,nd  pretence  the  kyng  hath  gathered  greate  abound- 
-unce  of  money,  he  maye,  when  it  fhall  pleafe  him, 
nake  peace  with  greate  folempnitie  and  holye  cere- 
monies, to  blinde  the  eyes  of  the  poore  commun- 
Itie,  as  taking  pitie  and  compaffion  forfothe  vpon 
lans  bloude,  lyke  a  louing  and  a  mercifull  prince. 
Ln  other  putteth  the   kynge  in  remem-    The  renewing 
raunce  of  certeine  olde  and  moughteeaten  oroide  lawes. 
iwes,  that  of  longe  tyme  haue  not  bene  put  in  execu- 
on,  whych  becaufe  no  man  can  remembre  that  they 
ere  made,  euerie  man  hath  tranfgreffed.     The  fynes 
f  thefe  lawes  he  counfelleth  the  kynge  to  require :  for 
lere  is  no  waye  fo  proffitable,  nor  more  honorable,  as 
le  whyche  hathe  a  fhewe  and  coloure  of  iuflice.     An 
ther  aduyfeth   him   to   forbidde    manye  ^   , 

•' ,  .  1    /-  Restrayntes. 

nnges  vnder  greate  penalties  and  fines, 
)ecially  fuche  thinges  as  is  for  the  peoples  profit  not 
s  vfed,  and  afterwarde  to  difpence  for  money  with 
lem,  whyche  by  this  prohibition  lubfleyne  loffe  and 
immage.  For  by  this  meanes  the  fauour  of  the  people 
wonne,  and  profite  rifeth  t^vo  wayes.     Firfl  by  tak- 
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inge  forfaytes  of  them  whome  couetoufnes  of  gaynes 
Seiiyng  of  li-  ^ath  brought  in  daunger  of  this  flatute,  and 
cences.  alfo   by  felHnge   priuileges   and   Ucences, 

whyche  the  better  that  the  prince  is  forfothe,  the  deerer 
he  felleth  them:  as  one  that  is  lothe  to  graunte  to  any 
priuate  perfone  anye  thinge  that  is  againfle  the  proffite 
of  his  people.  And  therefore  maye  fel  none  but  at  an 
exceding  dere  pryce.  An  other  giueth  the  kynge  coun- 
fel  to  endaunger  vnto  his  grace  the  iudges  of  the 
Realme,  that  he  maye  haue  them  euer  on  his  fide,  and 
that  they  maye  in  euerye  matter  defpute  and  reafon  for 
the  kynges  right.  Yea  and  further  to  call  them  into  his 
palace  and  to  require  them  there  to  argue  and  difcuffe 
his  matters  in  his  owne  prefence.  So  there  fhalbe  no 
matter  of  his  fo  openlye  wronge  and  vniufLe,  wherein 
one  or  other  of  them,  either  becaufe  he  wyl  haue  fum- 
thinge  to  allege  and  obiecte  or  that  he  is  afliamed  to 
faye  that  which e  is  fayde  alreadye,  or  els  to  pike  a 
thanke  with  his  prince,  wil  not  fynde  fome  hole  open  to 
fet  a  fnare  in,  wherewith  to  take  the  contrarie  parte  in 
a  trippe.  Thus  whiles  the  iudges  cannot  agree  amonges 
them  felfes,  reafoninge  and  arguing  of  that  which  is 
playne  enough,  and  bringinge  the  manifefL  trewthe  in 
dowte:  in  the  meane  feafon  the  Kinge  maye  take 
a  fyt  occafion  to  vnderiland  the  lawe  as  fhal  mofle 
make  for  his  aduauntage,  wherevnto  all  other  for  fliame, 
or  for  feare  wil  agree.  Then  the  Iudges  may  be 
bolde  to  pronounce  on  the  kynges  fide.  For  he  that 
geueth  fentence  for  the  king,  cannot  be  without  a  good 
excufe.  For  it  fhalbe  fufficient  for  him  to  haue  equitie 
on  his  part,  or  the  bare  wordes  of  the  lawe,  or  a  wry- 
then  and  wrefled  vnderftandinge  of  the  fame  (or  els, 
whiche  with  good  and  iufl  Iudges  is  of  greater  force  then 
all  lawes  be)  the  Kynges  indifputable  prerogative.  To 
The  saiyngof  concludc,  al  the  counfellours  agre  and  con- 
riche  Crassus.  fent  together  with  the  ryche  Craffus,  that 
no  abundance  of  gold  can  be  fufficient  for  a  prince, 
which  mufle  kepe  and  maynteyne  an  armie :  furthei- 
more  that  a  kynge,  though  e  he  would,  can  do  no  thinge 
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vniuRlye.  For  all  that  all  men  haue,  yea  alfo  the  men 
them  felfes  be  all  his.  And  that  euery  man  hath  fo 
much  of  his  owne,  as  ye  kynges  gentilnes  hath  not  taken 
from  hym.  And  that  it  fhalbe  mofte  for  the  kinges  aduan- 
tage,  that  his  fubiectes  haue  very  lytle  or  nothinge  in 
their  poffeffion,  as  whofe  fauegarde  doth  herein  confifle, 
that  his  people  doe  not  waxe  wanton  and  wealthie 
through  riches  and  libertie,  becaufe  where  thefe  thinges 
be,  there  men  be  not  wonte  patiently  to  obeye  harde, 
vniufle,  and  vnlawefull  commaundementes.  Where  as 
on  the  other  part  neade  and  pouertie  doth  holde  downe 
and  kepe  under  flowte  courages,  and  maketh  them 
patient  perforce,  takynge  from  them  bolde  and  rebell 
ynge  flomakes.  Here  agayne  if  I  fhoulde  ryfe  vp,  and 
boldelye  affirme  that  all  thefe  counfelles  be  to  the  kinge 
difhonoure  and  reproche,  whofe  honoure  and  fafetye  is 
more  and  rather  fupported  and  vpholden  by  the  wealth 
and  ryches  of  his  people,  then  by  hys  owne  treafures : 
and  if  I  fhould  declare  that  the  comminaltie  chuefeth 
their  king  for  their  owne  fake,  and  not  for  his  fake :  to 
the  intent,  that  through  his  laboure  and  ftudie  they 
might  al  Hue  wealthily  fauffe  from  wronges  and  iniuries : 
and  that  therfore  the  kynge  ought  to  take  more  care  for 
the  wealthe  of  his  people,  then  for  his  owne  wealthe, 
euen  as  the  office  and  dewtie  of  a  fhepehearde  is  in  that 
he  is  a  fliepherde,  to  feede  his  fhepe  rather  then  him- 
felfe.  For  as  towchinge  this,  that  they  thinke  the  de- 
fence and  mayntenaunce  of  peace  to  confifle  in  the 
pouertie  of  the  people,  the  thing  it  felfe  Pouertyethe 
fheweth  that  they  be  farre  out  of  the  waye.  STt^and^dltai 
For  where  fhal  a  man  finde  more  wrangling,  of  reaimes. 
quarrelling,  brawling,  and  chiding,  then  among  beggers  ? 
Who  be  more  defierous  of  newe  mutations  and  altera- 
tions, then  they  that  be  not  content  with  the  prefent 
flate  of  their  lyfe  ?  Or  finallye  who  be  bolder  flomaked 
to  bringe  all  in  a  hurlieburlye  (therby  truflinge  to  get 
fome  windfal)  then  they  that  haue  nowe  nothinge  to 
leefe?  And  yf  any  Kyng  were  fo  fmally  regarded,  and 
fo  lightly  eflemed,  yea  fo  behated  of  his  fubiectes,  that 
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other  wayes  he  could  not  kepe  them  in  awe,  but  onlye 
by  open  wronges,  by  polHnge  and  fhauinge,  and  by 
bringinge  them  to  beggerie,  fewerly  it  were  better  for 
him  to  forfake  his  kingedome,  then  to  holde  it  by  this 
meanes :  whereby  though  the  name  of  a  king  be  kepte, 
yet  the  maieflie  is  loft.  For  it  is  againfle  the  dignitie  of 
a  kynge  to  haue  rule  ouer  beggers,  but  rather  ouer 
A  worthy  sai-  rychc  and  welthie  men,  Of  this  mynde 
mg  of  Fabrice.  ^g^g  |-|^g  hardic  and  couragius  Fabrice, 
when  he  fayde,  that  he  had  rather  be  a  ruler  of  riche 
men,  then  be  ryche  himfelfe.  And  verelye  one  man  to 
Hue  in  pleafure  and  wealth,  whyles  all  other  wepe  and 
fmarte  for  it,  that  is  the  parte,  not  of  a  kynge,  but  of  a 
iayler.  To  be  fhorte  as  he  is  a  folyfhe  phifition,  that 
cannot  cure  his  patientes  difeafe,  onles  he  cade  him  in 
an  other  fyckenes,  fo  he  that  cannot  amend  the  Hues  of 
his  fubiectes,  but  be  taking  from  them  the  wealthe  and 
commoditie  of  lyfe,  he  mufle  nedes  graunte  that,  he 
knoweth  not  the  feate  how  to  gouerne  men.  But  let 
him  rather  amende  his  owne  lyfe,  renounce  vnhonefl 
pleafures,  and  forfake  pride.  For  thefe  be  the  chiefe 
vices  that  caufe  hym  to  runne  in  the  contempte  or 
hatred  of  his  people.  Let  him  lyue  of  hys  owne,  hur- 
tinge  no  man.  Let  him  doe  cofl  not  aboue  his  power. 
Let  hym  reflreyne  wyckednes.  Let  him  preuente  vices, 
and  take  awaye  the  occafions  of  offenfes  by  well  order- 
ynge  hys  fubiectes,  and  not  by  fufferynge  wickednes  to 
increafe  afterward  to  be  punylhed.  Let  hym  not  be  to 
haflie  in  callynge  agayne  lawes,  whyche  a  cuflome 
bathe  abrogated :  fpecially  fuche  as  haue  bene  longe 
forgotten,  and  neuer  lacked  nor  neaded.  And  let  hym 
neuer  vnder  the  cloke  and  pretence  of  tranfgreffion 
take  fuche  fynes  and  forfaytes,  as  no  ludge  wyll  fuffre  a 
priuate  perfone  to  take,  as  vniufle  and  ful  of  gile. 
Here  if  I  fliould  brynge  forth  before  them 
^ofaHe"ilwr^  the  lawc  of  the  Macariens,  whiche  be  not 
oftheMaca-  farre  diftaunt  from  Utopia:  whofe  Kynge 
the  daye  of  hys  coronation  is  bounde  by  a 
folempne  othe,  that  he  fhall  neuer  at  anye  time  haue 
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in  hys  treafure  aboue  a  thoufande  pounde  of  golde  or 
fyluer.  They  faye  a  verye  good  kynge,  whiche  toke  more 
::are  for  the  wealthe  and  commoditye  of  his  countrey, 
then  for  th[e]  enriching  of  him  felfe,  made  this  lawe  to  be 
I  flop  and  a  barre  to  kinges  from  heaping  and  hording 
vp  fo  muche  money  as  might  impoueryfhe  their  people. 
For  he  forfawe  that  this  fom  of  treafure  woulde  fuffice 
to  fupporte  the  kynge  in  battaile  againfl  his  ovvne 
people,  if  they  fhoulde  chaunce  to  rebell :  and  alfo  to 
cnaintein  his  warres  againfle  the  inuafions  of  his  forreyn 
enemies.  Againe  he  perceiued  the  fame  ftocke  of 
money  to  be  to  litle  and  vnfufficient  to  encourage  and 
enhable  him  wrongfullye  to  take  away  other  mens 
^oodes :  whyche  was  the  chiefe  caufe  whie  the  lawe 
rt^as  made.  An  other  caufe  was  this.  He  thought 
that  by  this  prouifion  his  people  fhoulde  not  lacke 
money,  wherewith  to  mayneteyne  their  dayly  occupieng 
and  chaffayre.  And  feynge  the  kynge  could  not 
chewfe  but  laye  out  and  beflowe  al  that  came  in  aboue 
the  prefcript  fome  of  his  flocke,  he  thought  he  woulde 
feke  no  occafions  to  doe  his  fubiectes  iniurie.  Suche 
I  kynge  fhalbe  feared  of  euel  men,  and  loued  of  good 
[Tien.  Thefe,  and  fuche  other  informations,  yf  I  fhoulde 
vfe  among  men  wholye  inclined  and  geuen  to  the  contra- 
ye  part,  how  deaffe  hearers  thinke  you  fhoulde  I  haue  ? 

Deaffe  hearers  douteles  (quod  I)  And  in  good  faith 
10  marueyle.  And  to  be  plaine  with  you,  truelye 
;  can  not  allowe  that  fuche  communication  fhalbe  vfed, 
)r  fuche  counfell  geuen,  as  you  be  fuere  fhall  neuer  be 
•egarded  nor  receaued.  For  howe  can  fo  flraunge  in- 
brmations  be  profitable,  or  how  can  they  be  beaten 
nto  their  headdes,  whofe  myndes  be  allredye  pre- 
lented :  with  cleane  contrarye  perfuafions  ?  This 
chole  philofophie  is  not  vnpleafaunte  amonge  frendes 
n  familiare  communication,  but  in  the  Schoiephiio- 
:ounfelles  of  kinges,  where  great e  matters  consuftatTonfol 
)e  debated  and  reafoned  with  greate  autho-  Princes  hath  no 
itye,  thele  thinges  haue  no  place.  ^^^^' 

That  is  it  whiche  I  mente(quod  he)whenl  fayde  philo 
ophye  hadde  no  place  amonge  kinges. 
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In  dede  (quod  1)  this  fchole  phiiofophie  hath 
not :  whiche  thinketh  all  thinges  mete  for  euery 
place.  But  there  is  an  other  philofophye  more 
ciuile,  whyche  knoweth,  as  ye  wolde  fay,  her  owne 
flage,  and  thereafter  orderynge  and  behauinge  here- 
selfe  in  theplaye  that  fhe  hathe  in  hande,  playethe 
her  parte  accordingelye  with  comlyenes,  vtteringe 
nothinge  oute  of  dewe  ordre  and  faffyon.  And  this  is 
the  philofophye  that  you  mufle  vfe.  Or  els  whyles  a 
A  fine  and  a  commodye  of  Plautus  is  playinge,  and  the 
fitte  similitude,  yy^^  bondemen  fkoffynge  and  tryffelinge 
amonge  them  felfes,  yf  you  fhoulde  fodenlye  come 
ypon  the  flage  in  a  Philofophers  apparrell,  and  reherfe 
oute  of  Octauia  the  place  wherein  Seneca  difputeth 
A  dumme  -  with  Nero  :  had  it  not  bene  better  for  you 
piaier.  ^^  hsLue  played  the  domme  perfone,  then  by 

reherfynge  that,  whych  ferued  neither  for  the  tyme  nor 
place  to  haue  made  fuche  a  tragycall  comedye  or 
gallymalfreye  ?  For  by  bryngynge  in  other  fluffe  that 
nothinge  apperteynethe  to  the  prefente  matter,  you 
mufle  nedes  marre  and  peruert  the  play  that  is  in 
hand,  thoughe  the  fluffe  that  you  bringe  be  muche 
better.  What  part  foeuer  you  haue  taken  vpon  you, 
playe  that  afwell  as  you  can  and  make  the  befl  of  it : 
And  doe  not  therefore  diflurbe  and  brynge  oute  of 
ordre  the  whole  matter,  bycaufe  that  an  other,  whyche 
is  meryer  and  better  cummethe  to  your  remembraunce. 
So  the  cafe  flandeth  in  a  common  wealthe,  and  fo  it  is 
in  the  confultations  of  Kynges  and  prynces.  Yf  euel 
opinions  and  noughty  perfuafions  can  not  be  vtterly 
and  quyte  plucked  out  of  their  hartes,  if  you  can  not 
euen  as  you  wolde  remedy  vices,  which  vfe  and  cus- 
tom e  hath  confirmed :  yet  for  this  caufe  you  mufl  not 
leaue  and  forfake  the  common  wealthe  :  you  mufle  not 
lorfake  the  fhippe  in  a  tempefle,  becaufe  you  can  not 
rule  and  kepe  downe  the  wyndes.  No  nor  you  mufte 
not  laboure  to  dryue  into  their  heades  newe  and 
(Iraunge  informations,  whyche  you  knowe  wel  fhalbe 
nothinge  regarded  wyth  them  that  be  ot  cleane  contrary 
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mindes.  But  you  mufl  with  a  crafty  wile  and  a  fubtell 
trayne  fludye  and  endeuoure  youre  felfe,  afmuche  as  in 
you  lyethe,  to  handle  the  matter  wyttelye  and  hande- 
Ibmelye  for  the  purpofe,  and  that  whyche  you  can  not 
turne  to  good,  fo  to  order  it  that  it  be  not  uerye  badde. 
For  it  is  not  poffible  for  al  thinges  to  be  well,  onles  all 
men  were  good.  Whych  I  thinke  wil  not  be  yet  thies 
good  many  yeares. 

By  this  meanes  (quod  he)  nothinge  elles  wyl  be 
brought  to  paffe,  but  whyles  that  I  goe  aboute  to 
remedye  the  madnes  of  others,  I  fhoulde  be  euen  as 
madde  as  they.  For  if  I  wolde  fpeake  fuche  thinges 
that  be  trewe  I  mufl  neades  fpeake  fuche  thinges : 
but  as  for  to  fpeake  falfe  thinges,  whether  that  be  a 
philofophers  parte  or  no  I  can  not  tel,  truelye  it  is 
not  my  part.  Howebeit  this  communication  of  mine, 
thoughe  peraduenture  it  maye  feme  vnplefaunte  to 
them,  yet  can  I  not  fee  why  it  fhoulde  feme  flraunge, 
or  folifhelye  newfangled.  If  fo  be  that  I  fliould  fpeake 
thofe  thinges  that  Plato  faynethe  in  his  weale  publique: 
or  that  the  Utopians  doe  in  theires,  thefe  The  Utopia 
thinges  thoughe  they  were  (as  theybein  dede)  weaiepubii- 
better,  yet  they  myghte  feme  fpoken  oute  of  ^"^' 
place.  Forafmuche  as  here  amonges  vs,  euerye  man 
aathe  his  poffeffions  feuerall  to  him  felfe,  and  there  all 
thinges  be  common.  But  what  was  in  my  communi- 
cation conteyned,  that  mighte  not,  and  oughte  not  in 
anye  place  to  be  fpoken?  Sauynge  that  to  them 
whyche  haue  throughly e  decreed  and  determined  with 
them  felfes  to  runne  hedlonges  the  contrary  waye  it 
can  not  be  acceptable  and  pleafaunt,  becaufe  it  call- 
eth  them  backe,  and  fheweth  them  the  ieopardies, 
Verilye  yf  all  thynges  that  euel  and  vitioufe  maners 
laue  caufed  to  feme  inconueniente  and  noughte  fhould 
DC  refufed,  as  thinges  vnmete  and  reprochefull,  then  we 
nufl  among  Chriflen  people  wynke  at  the  mofle  parte 
Df  al  thofe  thinges,  whych  Chrifl  taught  vs,  and  fo 
Ireitly  forbad  them  to  be  winked  at,  yat  thofe  thinges 
ilfo  whiche  he  whifpered  in  ye  eares  of  his  difciples  he 
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commaunded  to  be  proclaimed  in  open  houfes.  And 
yet  ye  mod  parte  of  them  is  more  diffident  irom  the 
maners  of  the  worlde  nowe  a  dayes,  then  my  communi- 
cation was.  But  preachers  flie  and  wiHe  men  follow- 
ynge  youre  counfel  (as  I  fuppofe)  bicaufe  they  faw  men 
euel  wiUing  to  frame  theyr  manners  to  Chrifles  rule,  they 
haue  wrefLed  and  wriede  his  doctryne,  and  like  a  rule  of 
leade  haue  applyed  it  to  mennes  manners :  that  by  fome 
meanes  at  the  leafle  waye,  they  myghte  agree  together. 
Whereby  I  can  not  fee  what  good  they  haue  done  :  but 
that  men  may  more  fickerlye  be  euell.  And  I  truelye 
fhoulde  preuaile  euen  as  litle  in  kinges  counfelles. 
For  either  I  mufle  faye  otherwayes  then  they  faye,  and 
then  I  were  as  good  to  faye  nothinge,  or  els  I  mufle 
faye  the  fame  that  they  faye,  and  (as  Mitio  faieth  in 
Terence)  helpe  to  further  their  madnes.  For  that 
craftye  wyle,  and  fubtil  traine  of  yours,  I  can  not  per- 
ceaue  to  what  purpofe  it  ferueth,  wherewith  you  wolde 
haue  me  to  lludy  and  endeuoure  my  felfe,  yf  all 
thinges  can  not  be  made  good,  yet  to  handle  them 
wittily  and  handfomely  for  the  purpofe,  yat  as  farre  forth 
as  is  poffible  they,  may  not  be  very  euel.  For  there  is  no 
place  to  diffemble  in,  nor  to  wincke  in.  Noughtye 
counfelles  mufle  be  openlye  allowed  and  verye  pefLilent 
decrees  mufle  be  approued.  He  fhalbe  counted  worfe 
then  a  fpye,  yea  almofle  as  euel  as  a  tray  tour,  that  with 
a  faynte  harte  doth  prayfe  euel  and  noyefome  decrees. 
Moreouer  a  man  canne  haue  no  occafion  to  doe  good, 
chaunfinge  into  the  companye  of  them,  whych  wyl  foner 
peruerte  a  good  man,  then  be  made  good  them  felfes 
through  whofe  euel  company  he  fhalbe  marred,  or  els 
if  he  remayne  good  and  innocent,  yet  the  wickednej 
and  follye  of  others  fhalbe  imputed  to  hym,  and  layde 
in  his  necke.  So  that  it  is  impoffible  with  that  craftye 
wyele,  and  fubtel  trayne  to  tume  anye  thinge  to  better. 
Wherefore  Plato  by  a  goodlye  fimilitude  declareth,  wh) 
wife  men  refraine  to  medle  in  the  common  weal  the 
For  when  they  fee  the  people  fwarme  into  the  flretes 
and  daily  wet  to  the  fkinne  with  rayne,  and  yet  car 
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not  perfiiade  them  to  goe  out  of  therayne,  and  to  take 
their  houfes,  knowynge  wel,  that  if  they  fhoulde  goe 
out  to  them,  they  fliould  nothinge  preuayle,  nor  wynne 
ought  by  it,  but  with  them  be  wette  alfo  in  the  raine, 
they  do  kepe  them  felfes  within  their  houfes,  being 
content  that  they  be  faffe  them  felues,  feinge  they  can- 
not remedye  the  follye  of  the  people.     Howe  be  it 
doubtleffe  maifler  More  (to  fpeke  truelye  as  my  mynde 
geueth  me)  where  poffeffions  be  priuate,  where  money 
bearethe  all  the  flroke,  it  is  harde  and  almofle  impoffi- 
ble  that  there  the  weale  publique  maye  iufLelye  be 
gouerned,  and  profperouflye  floryfhe.    Onles  you  thinke 
thus  :  that  luflyce  is  there  executed,  where  all  thinges 
come  into  the  handes  of  euell  men,  or  that  profpentye 
there  floryflhethe,  where  all  is  diuided  amonge  a  fewe  : 
whyche  fewe  neuertheleffe  doe  not  leade  theire  Hues 
very  wealthely,    and   the  refydewe   lyue   myferablye, 
wretchedlye,  and  beggerlye.     Wherefore  when  I  con- 
fyder  with  my  felfe  and  weye  in  my  mynde  the  wyfe, 
and  godlye  ordinaunces  of  the  Utopians,  amonge  whome 
with  verye  fewe  lawes  all  thinges  be  fo  wel  and  wealthe- 
lye  ordered,  that  vertue  is  had  in  pryce  and  eflimation, 
and  yet  all  thinges  beinge  there  common,  euerye  man 
hath  aboundaunce  of  euerye  thinge.     Againe  on  the 
other  part,  when  I  compare  with  them  fo  manye  na- 
tions euer  makinge  newe  lawes,  yet  none  of  them  all 
well  and  fufficientlye,  furnyffhed  with  lawes :    where 
euerye  man  calleth  that  he  hathe  gotten,  his  owne 
proper  and  priuate  goodes,  where  fo  many  newe  lawes 
daylye  made  be  not  fufficiente  for  euerye  man  to  enioye, 
defend,  and  knowe  from  an  other  mans  that  whych  he 
calleth  his  owne :  which  thinge  the  infinite  controuerfies 
in  the  lawe,  dayle  ryfynge,  neuer  to  be  ended,  playnly 
declare  to  be  trewe.    Thefe  thinges  (I  fay) 
when  I  confiderwith  me  felfe,  I  holde  wel  fuhingllnl 
with  Plato,  and  doe  nothinge  marueille,   coi^mon  wealth 
that  he  woulde  make  no  lawes  for  them, 
that  refufed  thofe  lawes,  whereby  all  men  fhoulde  haue 
and  enioye  equall  portions  of  welthes  and  commodities. 
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For  the  wife  man  did  eafely  forefee,  this  to  bee  the 
one  and  onlye  waye  to  the  wealthe  of  a  communaltye, 
yf  equaUtye  of  all  thinges  fliould  be  broughte  in  and 
flablyfhed.  Whyche  I  thinke  is  not  poffible  to  be 
obferued,  where  euerye  mans  gooddes  be  proper  and 
pecuHare  to  him  felfe.  For  where  euerye  man  vnder 
certeyne  tytles  and  pretences  draweth  and  plucketh  to 
himfelfe  afmuch  as  he  can,  fo  that  a  fewe  deuide 
among  them  felfes  all  the  whole  riches,  be  there  neuer 
fo  muche  abundaunce  and  floore,  there  to  the  refidewe 
is  lefte  lacke  and  pouertye.  And  for  the  mofle  parte 
it  chaunceth,  that  this  latter  forte  is  more  worthye  to 
enioye  {hat  ilate  of  wealth,  then  the  other  be  :  bycaufe 
the  ryche  men  be  couetous,  craftye,  and  vnprofitable. 
On  the  other  parte  the  poore  be  lowly,  hmple,  and  by 
theire  daylye  laboure  more  profitable  to  the  common 
welthe  then  to  them  felfes.  Thus  I  doe  fullye  perfuade 
me  felfe,  that  no  equall  and  iufle  diflribution  of 
thinges  can  be  made,  nor  that  perfecte  wealthe  fhall 
euer  be  among  men,  onles  this  propriety  be  exiled 
and  banniflied.  But  fo  long  as  it  flial  continew,  fo 
long  fhal  remaine  among  the  mofl  and  beft  part  of  men 
the  heuy,  and  ineuitable  burden  of  pouerty  and  wretch- 
ednes.  Whiche,  as  I  graunte  that  it  maye  be  fumwhat 
eafed,  fo  I  vtterly  denye  that  it  can  wholy  be  take;: 
away.  For  if  there  were  a  ftatute  made,  that  no  mr-in 
lliould  poffeffe  aboue  a  certeine  meafure  of  grounde, 
and  that  no  man  flioulde  haue  in  his  fLocke  aboue  a 
prefcripte  and  appointed  fome  of  money  :  if  it  were  by 
certein  lawes  decreed,  that  neither  the  Kinge  flioulde 
be  of  to  greate  power,  neither  the  people  to  haute  and 
wealthy,  and  that  offices  fhoulde  not  be  obteined  by 
inordinate  fuite,  or  by  brybes  and  gyftes  :  that  they 
flioulde  neither  be  bought  nor  fold,  nor  that  it  flioulde 
be  nedeful  for  the  officers,  to  be  at  any  coil  or  charge 
in  their  ofiices :  for  fo  occafion  is  geuen  to  theym  by 
fraude  and  rauin  to  gather  vp  their  money  againe. 
and  by  reafon  of  giftes  and  bribes  the  offices 
be  geuen  to  rich  men,  which  fhoulde  rather  haue  bene 
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executed  of  wife  men  :  by  fuch  lawes  I  fay,  like  as 
ficke  bodies  that  be  defperat  and  pafl  cure,  be  wont 
with  continual  good  cheriffmg  to  be  kept  and  botched 
vp  for  a  time :  fo  thefe  euels  alfo  might  be  lightened 
and  mitigated.  But  yat  thei  may  be  perfectly  cured, 
and  brought  to  a  good  and  vpryght  Rate,  it  is  not  to  be 
hoped  for,  whiles  euery  man  is  maifler  of  his  owne  to 
him  felfe.  Yea  and  whyles  you  goe  aboute  to  doe 
youre  cure  of  one  parte,  you  fhall  make  bygger  the  fore 
of  an  other  parte,  fo  the  healpe  of  one  caufeth  anothers 
harme:  forasmuche  as  nothinge  can  be  geuen  to  annye 
one,  onles  it  be  taken  from  an  other. 

But  I  am  of  a  contrary  opinion  (quod  I)  for  me  think- 
eth  that  men  flial  neuer  there  line  wealthelye,  where  all 
thinges  be  commen.  For  howe  can  there  be  abund- 
aunce  of  gooddes,  or  of  any  thing,  where  euery  man  with- 
draweth  his  hande  from  labour  ?  Whome  the  regard  of 
his  owne  gaines  driueth  not  to  worke,  but  the  hope  that 
he  hath  in  other  mens  trauayles  maketh  him  flowthfull. 
Then  when  they  be  pricked  with  pouertye,  and  yet  no 
man  can  by  any  lawe  or  right  defend  that  for  his  owne, 
which  he  hathe  gotten  with  the  laboure  of  his  owne 
handes,  fhal  not  there  of  neceffitie  be  continual  fedition 
and  blodefhed?  Specially e  the  authoritye  and  reuerence 
of  magiflrates  beinge  taken  awaye,  whiche,  what  place 
it  maye  haue  witli  fuch  men  amonge  whome  is  no  differ- 
ence, I  cannot  deuife. 

I  maruel  not  (quod  he)  that  you  be  of  this  opinion. 
For  you  conceaue  in  youre  minde  either  none  at  al, 
or  els  a  verye  falfe  Image  and  fimilitude  of  this  thing. 
But  yf  you  had  bene  with  me  in  Utopia,  and  had  pre- 
fentelye  fene  theire  faffhions  and  lawes,  as  I  dyd, 
whyche  lined  there,  v.  yeares,  and  moore,  and  wolde 
neuer  haue  commen  thence,  but  onlye  to  make  that 
newe  lande  knowen  here  :  Then  doubtles  you  wolde 
graunt,  that  you  neuer  fawe  people  wel  ordered,  but 
onlye  there. 

Surely  (quod  maifler  Peter)  it  fhalbe  harde  for  you 
to  make  me  beleue,  that  there  is  better  order  in  that 
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newe  lande,  then  is  here  in  thefe  countryes,  that  wee 
knowe.  For  good  wittes  be  afvvel  here  as  there : 
and  I  thinke  oure  commen  wealthes  be  auncienter 
than  theires  :  wherin  long  vfe  and  experience  hath 
found  out  many  thinges  commodious  for  mannes  lyfe, 
befides  that  manye  thinges  heare  amonge  vs  haue 
bene  founde  by  chaunce,  which  no  wytte  colde  euer 
haue  deuyfed. 

As  touchinge  the  auncientnes  (quod  he)  of  com- 
mon wealthes,  than  you  might  better  iudge,  if  you 
had  red  the  hiflories  and  cronicles  of  that  land,  which 
if  we  may  beleue,  cities  were  there,  before  men  were 
here*  Nowe  what  thinge  foeuer  hetherto  by  witte 
hath  bene  deuifed,  or  found  by  chaunce,  that  myght  be 
afwel  there  as  here.  But  I  thinke  verily,  though  it 
were  fo  that  we  did  paffe  them  in  witte  :  yet  in  fludy, 
in  trauaile,  and  in  labourfome  endeuoure  they  farre 
paffe  vs.  For  (as  theire  Chronicles  teflifie)  before  our 
arriual  there,  they  neuer  hard  any  thing  of  vs,  whome 
they  cal  the  vltraequinoctialles :  fauing  that  ones  about. 
M.CC.  [twelve  hundred]  yeares  ago,acerteinefhyppewas 
lofl  by  the  He  of  Utopia  whiche  was  driuen  th ether  by 
tempefl.  Certeine  Romaines  and  Egyptians  were  cafl  on 
lande.  Whyche  after  that  neuer  wente  thence.  Marke 
nowewhatprofite  they  tooke  of  this  one  occafion  through 
delygence  and  earnefte  trauaile.  There  was  no  crafte 
nor  fcyence  within  the  impire  of  Rome  wherof  any  prof- 
fite  could  rife,  but  they  either  lerned  it  of  thefe  flraun- 
gers,  or  els  of  them  taking  occafion  to  fearche  for  it, 
founde  it  oute.  So  greate  proffite  was  it  to  them  that 
euer  anye  wente  thyther  from  hence.  But  yf  annye 
like  chaunce  before  this  hath  brought  anye  man  from 
thence  hether,  that  is  as  quyte  out  of  remembraunce, 
as  this  alfo  perchaunce  in  time  to  come  flialbe  forgot- 
ten, that  euer  I  was  there.  And  like  as  they  quickelye, 
almofle  at  the  firfl  meting,  made  theire  owne,  what 
foeuer  is  amonge  vs  wealthelye  deuifed  :  fo  I  fuppofe 
it  wolde  be  long  before  we  wolde  receaue  anythinge, 
that  amonge  them  is  better  inflituted  then  amonge  vs. 
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And  this  I  fuppofe  is  the  chiefe  caufe  whie  their  com- 
mon wealthes  be  wyfelyer  gouerned,  and  doe  flowrifh 
in  more  wealthe,  then  ours,  though  we  neither  in  wytte 
nor  riches  be  their  inferiours. 

Therefore  gentle  Maifler  Raphael  (quod  I)  I  praye 
you  and  befeche  you  defcribe  vnto  vs  the  Ilande. 
And  fludy  not  to  be  fhorte :  but  declare  largely  in 
order  their  groundes,  their  riuers,  their  cities,  theire 
people,  theire  manners,  their  ordinaunces,  their  lawes, 
and  to  be  fhort  al  thinges,  that  you  fhal  thinke  vs  de- 
fierous  to  knowe.  And  you  Ihal  thinke  vs  defierous 
to  know  what  loeuer  we  knowe  not  yet 

There  is  nothing  (quod  he)  that  I  wil  doe  gladlier. 
For  all  thefe  thinges  I  haue  frefhe  in  mind.  But  ye 
matter  requireth  leafure. 

Let  vs  go  in  therfore  (quod  I)  to  dinner,  afterward 
we  wil  beflowe  the  time  at  our  pleafure. 

Content  (quod  he)  be  it 

So  we  went  in  and  dynea.  When  dinner  was  done, 
we  came  into  the  fame  place  again,  and  late  vs  downe 
vpon  the  fame  benche,  commaunding  oure  feruauntes 
that  no  man  fhould  trouble  vs.  Then  I  and  Maifler 
Peter  Giles  defiered  maifler  Raphael  to  performe  his 
promife.  He  therefore  feing  vs  defirous  and  willing  to 
hearken  to  him,  when  he  had  fit  flil  and  paufed  a 
litle  while,  mufmg  and  bethinkinge  himfelfe,  thus  he 
began  to  fpeak^. 


E|)e  tnl  of  tfje  Jf^ix^U  fiofe^ 


®l|c  scconbc 

fiolfee  of  tfje  communication 

of  IRapftael  Ipgtfilotiage,  concern 

ttjjng  t\)t  best  state  of  a  eommon  tocalttje 

conteinttnge  tlje  Kisenptiou  of  attopia, 

toitfj  a  large  Beelaration  of  tlje  poli^ 

tifee  gouernemente,  mV  of  all  tlje 

gooD  latoes  axiO  orDevs  of 

tlje  same  ElanOe* 


The  sice  and 

fashion  of  the 
newe  ylande 
Utopia. 


He  Hand  of  Utopia,  con- 
teynethe  in  bread  the  in 
the  middel  parte  of  it 
(for  there  it  is  brodefl) 
CC.  [two  hundred] 
miles.  Which  bredthe 
continueth  throughe 
the  mofle  parte  of  the 
lande  Sauing  that  by  Htle  and  Htle  it  commeth  in,  and 
waxeth  narrower  towardes  both  the  endes.  Which  fetch- 
ing about  a  circuite  or  compaffe  of  V.C.  [five  hundred] 
Miles,  do  faffion  ye  whole  Iland  like  to  ye  new  mone. 
Betwene  thefe  two  corners  the  fea  runneth  in,  diuidyng 
them  a  fonder  by  the  diflaunce.  of.  xi  miles  or  there 
aboutes,  and  there  furmountethe  into  a  large  and  wyde 
fea,  which  by  reafon  that  the  land  on  euery  fide  com- 
paffethe  it  about,  and  fhiltreth  it  from  the  windes,  is  not 
roughe,  nor  mounteth  not  with  great  waues,  but  almoft 
floweth  quietlye,  not  muche  vnlike  a  greate  flandinge 
powle  :  and  maketh  welnieghe  all  the  fpace  within  the 
bellye  of  the  lande  in  maner  of  a  hauen  :  and  to  the 
greate  commoditie  of  the  inhabitauntes  receaueth  in 
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fliyppes  towardes  euerye   parte  of  the  lande.     The 
forefrontes  or  frontiers  of  the.  ii.  corners,  what  with 
fordes  and  fhelues,  and  what  with  rockes  be  verye 
ieoperdous    and    daungerous.     In    the    middle    dis- 
taunce  betwene  them  bothe  flandeth  vp  aboue  the 
water  a  greate  rocke,  which  therfore  is  nothing  peril- 
lous  bycaufe  it  is  in  fight.     Vpon  the  top  Apiacenatu- 
of  this  rocke  is  a  faire  and  a  flrong  tower  ^e^th/bu"onT' 
builded,  which  they  holde  with  a  garrifon  garrison. 
of  men.     Other  rockes  there  be  lyinge  hidde  vnder  the 
water,  which  therfore  be  daungerous.     The  channelles 
be  knowen  onely  to  themfelfes.  And  therfore  it  feldome 
chaunceth  that  anye  flraunger  oneles  he  be  guided  by 
an  Utopian  can  come  in  to  this  hauen.     In  fo  muche 
that  they  themfelfes    could  fkafelye   entre    withoute 
ieoperdie,  but  that  theire  way  is  directed  and  ruled  by 
certaine  lande  markes  flandinge  on  the  a  politique 
(hore.     By  turninge,  tranflatinge,  and  re-  chaun^n'^o^f 
mouinge  thies  markes  into  other  places   landnTarkes. 
they  maye  deftroye  theire  enemies  nauies,  be  they  neuer 
fo  many.     The  out  fide  or  vtter  circuite  of  ye  land  is 
alfo  ful  of  hauens,  but  the  landing  is  fo  fuerly  fenced, 
what  by  nature,  and  what  by  workemanfliyp  of  mans 
land,  that  a  fewe  defenders  maye  dryue  backe  many 
irmies.     Howbeit  as  they  faye,  and  as  the  faffion  of  the 
place  it  felfe  dothe  partely  fhewe,  it  was  not  euer  com- 
Daffed  about  with  thefea.  Bu;  kyng  Utopus,   The  iiande 
-vhofe  name,  as  conquerour  the  Hand  bear-  namedof^khi 
^th  (For  before  his  tyme  xC  was  called  A-  Usopus. 
braxa)  which  alfo  broughte  the  rude  and  wild  people 
o  that  excellent  perfection  in  al  good  faffions,  humani- 
;ye,  and  ciuile  gentilnes,  wherin  they  nowe  goe  beyond 
d  ye  people  of  the  world :  euen  at  his  firfle  arriuinge 
md  enteringe  vpon  the  lande,  furthwith  obteynynge  the 
victory,  caufed.  xv.  [fifteen]  myles  fpace  of  vplandyfhe 
^ounde,  where  the  fea  had  no  paffage,  to  be  cut  and 
iygged  vp. 

And  fo  brought  the  fea  rounde  aboute  the  lande.    He 
et  to  this  worke  not  only  the  inhabitauntes  of  the 
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Ilande  (becaufe  they  (hoiild  not  thinke  it  done  in  con- 
^    ^       tumelye  and  defpyte)  but  alfo  all  his  owne 
make  light        loldiouis.     Thus  the  worke  beyng  diuided 
worke.  \^^q  ^q  greate  a  numbre  of  workemen,  was 

with  excedinge  maruelous  fpede  dyfpatched.  In  fo 
muche  that  the  borderers,  whiche  at  the  firfte  began  to 
mocke,  and  to  iefle  at  this  vaine  enterpryfe,  then  turned 
theire  derifion  to  marueyle  at  the  fucceffe,  and  to  feare. 
CitiesinUto-  Therebe  in  the  Ilande.  liiii.  [fifty  four]  large 
P^^-  and  faire  cities,  or  fhiere  townes,  agreyng  all 

together  in  one  tonge,  in  lyke  maners,  inflitucions,  and 
simUitude  la.wes.  They  be  all  fet  and  fituate  a  lyke, 
causeth  con-  and  in  al  poyntes  fafhioned  alyke,  as  farforthe 
*^°^^®-  as  the  place  or  plotte  fufferethe. 

Ameanedis-  Of  thcfe  cities  they  that  be  nighefle  to- 

twene^citte  getherbe,  xxiiii.  [twenty four]  myles  afonder. 
and  citie.  Agaiuc  there  is  none  of  them  diflaunte  from 

the  nexte  aboue  one  dayes  iomeyeye  a  fote.  There  com 
yearly  to  Amaurote  out  of  euery  cytie.  iii  old  men  wyfe 
and  well  experienced,  there  to  entreate  and  debate,  of 
the  common  matters  of  the  land.  For  this  citie  (be- 
oaufe  it  llandeth  iufle  in  the  middes  of  the  Ilande,  and 
is  therefore  mofle  mete  for  the  ambaffadours  of  all 
partes  of  the  realme)  is  taken  for  the  chiefe  and  heade 
citye.  The  precinctes  and  bound es  of  the  fhieres  be  fo 
Thedistribu-  commodiouflyc  appoyntcd  oute,  and  fet 
tion  of  landes.  fourthc  for  the  cities,  that  none  of  them  all 
hathe  of  any  e  fyde  leffe  then  xx.  [twenty]  myles  of  grounde, 
and  of  fome  fyde  alfo  muche  more,  as  of  that  part  where 
But  this  now  the  cities  be  of  farther  diflaunce  afonder. 
adaiesisthe       Nouc  of  the  citics  dcfirc  to  enlarge  the 

grounde  of  all  it*  r    i      •        /i  •  t-i 

mischeife.  boundes  and  limites  of  theire  fhieres.  For 
they  counte  them  felfes  rather  the  good  hulbandes,  then 

the  owners  of  theire  landes.  They  haue  in 
Sb^^cheiiir'^  the  countrey  in  all  partes  of  the  fhiere 
and  principally  houfcs  or  fcrmes  buildcd,  wel  appointed 
'Xltltt^     and  fumylhed  with  all  lortes  of  inRrumentes 

and  tooles  belongynge  to  hufbandrye. 
Thefe  houfes  be  inhabited  of  the  citezens,  whyche  come 
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lether  to  dwelle  by  coiirfe.  No  howfliolde  or  ferme  in 
le  countrey  hath  fewer  then.  xl.  [forty]  perlones  men  and 
^omen,  befydes  two  bondmen,  whyche  be  all  vnder  the 
ale  and  order  of  the  good  man,  and  the  good  wyfe  of 
le  houfe,  beinge  bothe  verye  fage,  difcrete,  and  aun- 
iente  perfones.  And  euery.  xxx.  [thirty]  fermes  or  families 
aue  one  heade  ruler,  whyche  is  called  a  Philarche, 
eing  as  it  were  a  head  baylyffe.  Out  of  euery  one  of 
lefe  families  or  fermes  commeth  euerye  yeare  into  the 
itie.  XX.  [twenty]  perfones  whiche  haue  continewed.  ij. 
eres  before  in  the  countreye.  In  theire  place  fo  manye 
•efhe  be  fent  thether  oute  of  the  citie,  whoe,  of  them 
lat  haue  bene  there  a  yeare  all  readye,  and  be  there- 
)re  expert  and  conninge  in  hufbandry,  fhalbe  inflructed 
nd  taughte.  And  they  the  nexte  yeare  fliall  teache 
ther.  This  order  is  vfed  for  feare  that  either  flcarfenes 
f  victualles,  or  fome  other  like  incommoditie  fhould 
haunce,  throughe  lacke  of  knowledge :  yf  they  fhould 
e  altogether  newe,  and  frefhe,  and  vnexperte  in  hus- 
andrie.  This  maner  and  faffion  of  yearelye  chaung- 
ige  and  renev/inge  the  occupiers  of  hufbandrye,  though 
:  be  folempne  and  cuflomablye  vfed,  to  th[e]  intent  that 
.0  man  fhall  be  conflrayned  againfle  his  wil  to  con- 
piewe  longe  in  that  harde  and  fharpe  kynde  of  lyfe, 
et  manye  of  them  haue  fuche  a  pleafure  and  delyte  in 
ufbandrye,  that  they  obteyne  a  longer  fpace  of  yeares. 
'hefe  hufbandmen  pi  owe  and  til  the  ground,  rj.^^  dueties  of 
id  breede  vp  cattel,  and  prouidc  and  make  men  of  husban- 
ady  woode,  whyche  they  carrye  to  the  ^^' 
tie  either  by  lande,  or  by  water,  as  they  maye  molle 
)nuenyently.  They  brynge  vp  a  greate  multitude  of 
illeyne,  and  that  by  a  meruayloufe  policye.  For  the 
nnesdooe  not  fytte vpon  the egges :  but  by  a  straunge 
epynge  theym  in  a  certayne  equall  heate  fission  in  hat- 
ey  brynge  lyfe  into  them,  and  hatche  brin|rng"vp 
eym.  The  chykens,  affone  as  they  be  come  o^p^^^eyne. 
ite  of  the  fhel,  follow  men  and  women  in  fleade  of 

hennes.     They  brynge  vp  verye  fewe  Thevseof 
)rfes:  nor  none,  but  very  fearce  ones:  ^°'"^*^- 
id  that  for  none  other  vfe  or  purpofe,  but  onlye  to 
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exercyfe  theire  you  the  in  rydynge  and  feates  of  amies, 
The  Yseof  For  oxen  be  put  to  all  the  laboure  of  plow 
Oxcii.  yng  and  drawinge.     Whiche  they  graunte 

to  be  not  fo  good  as  horfes  at  a  fodeyne  brunte,  anc 
(as  we  faye)  at  a  deade  lifte,  but  yet  they  holde  opinion 
that  oxen  wil  abide  and  fuffre  muche  more  laboure 
payne  and  hardnes,  then  horfes  wil.  And  they  thinke 
that  oxen  be  not  in  daunger  and  fubiect  vnto  fo  man} 
difeafes,  and  that  they  be  kepte  and  mainteined  witl 
muche  leffe  cofte  and  charge:  and  finallye  that  they  b( 
good  for  meate,  when  they  be  pafl  laboure.  They  fow( 
„     J    J ,  .  ,   corne  onelye  for  breade.     For  their  drink( 

bread  and  drink.  .  -'  ^  r  i 

IS  eyther  wyne  made  ot  grapes,  or  els  o 
apples,  or  peares,  or  els  it  is  cleare  water.  Anc 
many  times  meathe  made  of  honey  or  licoureff( 
fodde[n]  in  water,  for  thereof  they  haue  great  flore.  Anc 
though  they  knowe  certeynlie  (for  they  knowe  it  per 
fectly  in  dede)  how  muche  vitailes  the  citie  wyth  thi 
whole  countreye   or   fhiere   rounde   aboute   it  doetl 

fpende :  Yet  they  fowe  muche  more  come 
tionTnsowkg  and  bryed  vp  muche  more  cattell,  thei 
of  come.  feruethfor  their  owne  vfe,  partynge  the  oue 

plus  among  their  borderers.  What  foeuer  neceffari< 
thinges  be  lacking  in  the  countrey,  all  fuche  flufte  the; 
fetch  out  of  the  citie :  where  without  any  exchaung< 
they  eafelye  obteyne  it  of  the  magifLrates  of  the  citie 
For  euery  moneth  manie  of  them  go  into  the  citie  o 
the  holye  daye.  When  theyr  harueft  day  drawet 
neare,  and  is  at  hande,  then  the  Philarches,  whic 
be  the  head  officers  and  bailifes  of  hufbandrie,  fen^ 
Mu  aihei  e  ^ordc  to  the  magiflrates  of  the  citie  whs 
quickeiy  dispat-  numbre  of  harueft  men  is  nedefull  t 
cheth.  i^g  £gj^|.  |.Q  them  oute  of  the  citie.     Th 

whiche  companye  of  hamefl  men 

beynge    readye    at    the    daye 

appoynted,  almofl  in  one 

fayre  daye  difpacheth 

all  the  harueft 

woorke. 

•         9 
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0f  tf)t  citk$ 

anD  namclp  of  amaurote* 


fiS  for  their  cities,  who  fo  knoweth  one  of  them, 
knoweth  them  all  :  they  be  al  fo  like  one 
to  an  other,  as  farfurthe  as  the  nature  of 
the    place    permitteth.       I    will    defcribe 
therefore  to  you  one  or  other  of  them,  for 
it  fkilleth  not  greatly  which  :  but  which  rather  then 
Amaurote  ?     Of  them  all  this  is  the  worthiefL  and  of 
mofl  dignitie.     For  the  refideu  knowledge  it  for  the 
head  citie,  because  there  is  the  counfell  houfe.     Nor 
to  me  anye  of  them  all  is  better  beloued,  as  wherein  I 
liued  fiue   whole   yeares  together.      The   The  descrip- 
citie  of  Amaurote  flandeth  vpon  the  fide   J'q°"  "^j^  ^  w'"'^' 
of  a  lowe   hill   in   faHiyon   almoft   foure   ckL^inUtlT-^ 
fquare.     For  the  breadth  of  it  beginneth   p^^- 
a  litle  beneth  the  toppe  of  the  hill,  and  flill  continueth 
by  ye  fpace  of  two  miles,  vntill  it  come  to  the  ryuer  of 
Anyder.     The  length  of  it,  which  lieth  by  the  ryuers 
fyde,  is  fumwhat  more.    The  riuer  of  Any-  ^he  descrip- 
der  rifeth  four  and  twentie  myles  aboue   tion  of  the  riuer 
Amaurote    out   of  a   little    fpringe.     But   °    "^^^'"' 
beynge  increafed  by  other  fmale  riuers  and   broukes 
that  runne  into  it,  and  amonge  other  two  fumwhat 
bygge  ons,  before  the  citie  it  is  half  a  mile  broade, 
and  farther  broader.     And  fortie  myles  beyond  the 
citie  it  falleth  into  the  Ocean  fea.     By  all  that  fpace 
that   liethe  betwene  the  fea  and   the  citie,   and  cer- 
ten  myles  alfo  aboue  the  citie  the  water  ebbeth  and 
floweth  fixe  houres  together  with  a  fwift  tide.     Whan 
the  fea  floweth  in,  for  the  length  of  thirtie 
miles  it  filleth  all  the  Anyder  with  falte  inEngkndin 
water,  and  driueth  backe  the  frefhe  water  )J^  ^^^^^"^  of 
of  the  ryuer.      And  fumwhat   further   it       ^"^^^' 
chaungeth  the  fwetenes  of  the  frefhe  water  with  faltnes. 
But  a  litle  beyonde  that  the  riuer  waxeth  fwete.  and 


7^  Cbe  fJecontre  boofee 

runneth  foreby  the  citie  frefhe  and  pleafaunt.  And 
when  the  fea  ebbeth,  and  goeth  backe  againe,  the  frefhe 
water  foloweth  it  almoofle  euen  to  the  verie  fal  into  the 

fea.  Ther  goeth  a  bridge  ouer  the  riuer 
dorth  London  made  not  of  piles  or  of  timber,  but  of 
maurote^^'      ^onewarke  with  gorgious  and  fubflancial 

arches  at  that  part  of  the  citie  that  is  far- 
thefl  from  the  fea  :  to  the  intent  that  fhippes  maye 
paffe  alonge  forbie  all  the  fide  of  the  citie  without  let. 
They  haue  alfo  an  other  riuer  which  in  dede  is  not  verie 
great.  But  it  runneth  gentely  and  pleafauntly.  For 
it  rifeth  euen  oute  of  the  fame  hill  that  the  citie  fland- 
eth  vpon,  and  runneth  downe  a  Hope  through  the 
middes  of  the  citie  into  Anyder.  And  becaufe  it 
rifeth  a  litle  withoute  the  citie,  the  Amaurotians  haue 
inclofed  the  head  fpringe  of  it,  with  (Ironge  fences  and 
bulwarkes,  and  fo  haue  ioyned  it  to  the  citie.  This  is 
done  to  the  intente  that  the  water  fhoulde  not  be 
Thevse  of  ftoppcd  nor  tumcd  away,  or  poyfoned,  if 
freshe  water,  their  encmies  fhould  chaunce  to  come  vpon 
them.  From  thence  the  water  is  deriued  and  conueied 
downe  in  cannels  of  bricke  diuers  wayes  into  the  lower 
partes  of  the  citie.  Where  that  cannot  be  done,  by 
reafon  that  the  place  wyll  not  fuffer  it,  there  they  ga- 
ther ye  raine  water  in  great  ciflernes,  whiche  doeth 
The  defence  of  them  as  good  feruice.  The  citie  is  com- 
towne  walks,  p^^ff^^j  aboute  with  a  heighe  and  thicke 
flone  walle  full  of  turrettes  and  bulwarkes.  A  drie 
diche,  but  deape,  and  brode,  and  ouergrowen  with 
bufhes,  briers,  and  thornes,  goeth  aboute  thre  fides  or 
quarters  of  the  city.     To  the  fourth  fide  the  riuer  it 

felfe  ferueth  for  a  ditche.     The  flretes  be 

appointed  and  fet  furth  very  commodious 
and  handfome,  both  for  carriage,  and  alfo  againfle  the 
Buiidinges  and  windes.  The  houfes  be  of  faire  and  gor- 
houses.  gious  building,  and  on  the  flrete  fide  they 

flande  ioyned  together  in  a  long  rowe  through  the 
whole  flreate  without  any  partition  or  feparation.  The 
flretes  be  twentie  foote  brode.      On  the  backe  fide  of 
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the  houfes  through  the  whole  length  of  the 

(Ireete,  lye  large  gardens  inclofed  rounde   bg^Ee^r^^' 

aboute  wyth  the  backe  part  of  the  flreetes.   g^r^en  piatte 

-^  ^     -  .  adioyninge. 

Euerye  houfe  hathe  two  doores,  one  into 
the  flreete,  and  a  poflerne  doore  on  the  backfyde  into 
the  garden.     Thefe  doores  be  made  with  two  leaiies, 
neuer  locked  nor  bolted,  fo  eafie  to  be  opened,  that 
they  wil  followe  the  leafl  drawing  of  a  fynger,  and 
Ihutte  againe  alone.     Whofo  will,  may  go  in,  for  there 
is  nothinge  within  the  houfes  that  is  pri- 
uate,  or  anie  mans  owne.    And  euery  tenth  smdifrhof  Pia- 
yeare  they  chaunge  their  houfes  by  lot.   tohiscom- 
They  fet  great  flore  by  their  gardeins.    In 
them  they  haue  vineyardes,  all  maner  of  fruite,  herbes, 
and  flowres,  fo  pleafaunt,  fo  well  furnifhed,  and  fo 
fynely  kepte,  that  I  neuer  fawe  thynge  more    frute- 
full,   nor  better  trimmed   in  anye  place. 
Their  lludie  and  deligence  herein  commeth  J^reof^^Tde'ns 
not  onely  of  pleafure,  but  alfo  of  a  certen   is  commended 
(Irife  and  contention  that  is  betwene  flrete  ^^^°    ^''^^' 
and  flrete,  concerning  the  trimming,  hufbanding,  and  fur- 
niffhing  of  their  gardens  :  euerye  man  for  his  owne  parte. 
And  verelye  you  fhall  not  lightelye  finde  in  all  the  citie 
anye  thinge,  that  is  more  commodious,  eyther  for  the  pro- 
[ite  of  the  Citizens,  or  for  pleafure.  And  therfore  it  maye 
eme  that  the  firft  founder  of  the  citie  mynded  nothing 
b  much,  as  thefe  gardens.     For  they  faye  that  kinge 
Utopus  him  felfe,  euen  at  the  firfl  beginning  appointed, 
and  drewe  furth  the  platte  fourme  of  the  citie  into  this 
fafhion  and  figure  that  it  hath  nowe,  but  the  gallant  gar- 
nifhinge,  and  the  beautifull  fettinge  furth  of  it,  wherunto 
he  fawe  that  one  mannes  age  would  not  fuffice :  that  he 
left  to  his  pofleritie.     For  their  cronicles,  whiche  they 
kepe  written  with  all  deligente  circumfpection,  contein- 
ynge  the  hifLorie  of  M.  vii.  C.  Ix.  [one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty]  yeares,  euen  from  the  firfle  con- 
quefl  of  the  Ilande,  recorde  and   witneffe   that  the 
houfes  in  the  beginning  were  very  low,  and  like  homely 
cotages  or  poore  iheppard  houfes,  made  at  all  aduen- 
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tures  of  euerye  rude  pece  of  tymber,  that  came  firfle  to 
hande,  with  mudde  walles,  and  ridged  rooffes,  thatched 
oner  with  flrawe.  But  nowe  the  houfes  be  curiouflye 
buylded  after  a  gorgious  and  gallante  forte,  with  three 
floryes  one  ouer  another.  The  outfides  of  the  walles 
be  made  either  of  harde  flynte,  or  of  plafter,  or  els  oi 
bricke,  and  the  inner  fydes  be  well  flrengthened  with 
tymber  work.  The  roofes  be  plaine  and  flat,  couered 
mth  a  certen  kinde  of  plafler  that  is  of  no  cofle,  and 
yet  fo  tempered  that  no  fyre  can  hurt  or  perifhe  it. 
an4  withflandeth  the  violence  of  the  wether  bettei 
^,     ^  then  any  leade.      They  kepe  the  winde 

Glazed  or  can-  /-     .  i      •  •      ■•  • .  i         i    rr        r^, 

uased  win-        outc  of   their  wmQowes   With  glalle,    loi 

dowes.  j^  jg  ^i^gj.  jpuch   vfed,   and  fomhere    alfc 

with    fine    linnen    cloth    dipped     in     oyle    or    am- 

bre,  and  that  for  two  commodities. 

For  by  thys  meanes  more 

lighte  commeth  in,  and 

the  winde  is  better 

kepte  oute. 


A  tranibore  in 
the  Utopiane 


C  <Bt  tiDf  maet^tfatejsi. 


Verye  thirtie  families  or  fermes,  chuefe  then 
yerely  an  officer,  which  in  their  olde  Ian 
guage  is  called  the  Syphograunte,  and  b^ 
a  newer  name  the  Philarche.  Euery  tei 
Syphograuntes,  with  al  their  thirtie  familie: 
be  vnder  an  officer  which  was  ones  callec 
the  Tranibore,  nowe  the  chiefe  Philarche 


I^'w'orcS  Moreouer  as  concerninge  the  election^  o 
peere.  the  Princc,  all  the  Syphograuntes,  whicl 

be  in  number.  200.  firfl  be  fworne  to  chuefe,  hin 
Amarueious  wliom  they  thinkc  mooflc  mete  and  ex 
straunge  fassi-   pedicntc.  Then  by  a  fecrete  election,  the] 

on  in  chusinge     ^  .  r   ,t      r        "•      ^U^r^-^^  ■«-U/ 

magistrates.  name  pruicc  one  of  thofe.  iiij.  whome  th( 
people  before  named  vnto  them.  For  oute  of  the.  iiij 
quarters  of   the  citie  there   be.    iiij  chofen,  oute  o 
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euery  quarter  one,  to  flande  for  the  election  :  Whiche 

be    put   Vp    to    the    COUnfell.       The    princes     Tyranny  ma 

office  continueth  all  his  life  tyme,  oneles   ^^i  ordered 
he  be  depofed  or  put  dovvne  for  fufpition  of  wterHe^'to  b^ 
tirannie.      They   chuefe   the    Tranibores   a^^^orred. 
yearly,  but  lightlie  they  chaunge  them  not.     All  the 
other    officers    be  but  for   one  yeare.     The    Trani- 
bores euerye  thyrde  daye,  and  fumtimes,  yf  nede  be, 
oftener  come  into  the  counfell  houfe  with  the  prince. 
Their  counfell  is  concerninge  the  common  Sutes  and  con 
vvealthe.     If  there   be   any   controuerfies  trouersies  be- 

l'  .    ,  tvvenepartieand 

amonge  the  commoners,  whiche  be  verye  panie  furth- 
fewe,  they  difpatch  and  ende  them  by  and  did\vhicrnow 
by.     They    take    euer.   ij.   Siphograuntes  a  dales  of  a  set 
to  them  in  counfel,  and  eueri  dai  a  new  re!iTo°nabiy^  de- 
coupel.    And  it  is  prouided,  that  nothinge  ^^^^^• 
touchinge  the  common  wealthe  fhalbe  confirmed  and 
ratified,  onleffe  it  haue  bene  reafoned  of 
and  debated  thre  daies  in  the  counfell,  be-  anTrTsh d*e^-^^^ 
fore  it  be  decreed.     It  is  deathe  to  haue   f'""^  ""^  s^^^^" 

tes. 

a.nye  confultation  for  the  common  wealthe 
Dute  of  the  counfell,  or  the  place  of  the   common 
election.     This  flatute,  they  faye,  was  made  to  the  en- 
tente, that  the  prince  and  Tranibores  might  not  eafilye 
bonfpire  together  to  oppreffe  the  people  by  tyrannie, 
and  to  chaunge  the  flate  of  the  weale  publik.     Ther- 
bre  matters  of  great  w^eight  and  importance  be  broughte 
o  the  election  houfe  of  the  Siphograuntes,  which  open 
le  matter  to  their  families.     And  afterw^arde,  w^hen 
hey  haue  confulted  amonge  themfelues,  they  fhew 
leir  deuife  to  the  counfell.     Somtime  the  matter  is 
)roughte  before  the  counfel  of  the  whole   j^^^^^^^ 
lande.    Furthermore  this  cuflome  alfo  the   thye  to  be  vsed 
ounfel  vfeth,  to  difpute  or  reafon  of  no  mat-  our^cotnseir 
er  the  fame  (iaye  that  it  is  firfte  propofed  or  and  pariia- 
)ut  furthe,  but  to  defferre  it  to  the  nexte   "^^"^^^• 
yttinge  of  the  counfell.     Becaufe  that  no  man  when 
le    hath  rafhely  there   fpoken  that  commeth  to  his 
onges  ende,  fhall  then  afterwarde  rather  fludye  for 
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leafons  wherewith  to  defende  and  mainteine  his  firfl 
fohfh  fentence,  than  for  the  commoditie  of  ye  common 
wealth  :  as  one  rather  wilUng  the  harme  or  hindraunce 
of  tlie  weale  pubhke  then  any  loffe  or  diminution  oi 
his   owne  exiflimation.     And  as  one  that  would  be 
afliamed  (which  is  a  very  folifhe  fhame)  to  be  count- 
ed  anye   thing   at   the   firfle    ouerfene   in   the    mat- 
ter.    Who  at  the  firfl  ought  to  haue 
fpoken  rather  wyfelye, 
then  haflely,  or 
rafhlye. 

€)cupation5f» 


Husbandrie 
or  tillage  practi- 
sed of  all  esta- 
tes, which  now 
a  dayes  is  reiect 
vnto  afewe  of 
the  basest  sort. 


Vfbandrie  is  a  Science  common 
to  them  all  ingenerall,  bothe 
men  and  women,  wherein 
they  be  all  experte  and  cun- 
ning. In  this  they  be  all 
inflructe  euen  from  their  youth:  partelie  in  their 
fcholes  with  traditions  and  preceptes,  and  partlie  in 
the  countrey  nighe  the  citie,  brought  vp  as  it  were  in 
Siences  or  oc-  playiugc,  not  onely  beholding  the  vfe  of 
it,  but  by  occafion  of  exercifing  their  bodies 
practifmg  it  alfo.  Befides  hufbandrie 
whiche  (as  I  faide)  is  common  to  them  all, 
euerye  one  of  them  learneth  one  or  other 
feueral  and  particular  icience,  as  his  owne 
proper  crafte.      That  is  mofl  commonly 


cupations 
should  be  lear- 
ned for  neces- 
sities sake,  and 
not  for  the 
mayntenaunce 
of  riotous  ex- 
cesse  and  wan- 
ton pleasure. 


either  clothworking  in  wol  or  flaxe,  or  mafonrie,  or 
the  fmithes  craft,  or  the  carpenters  fcience.  For  there  is 
none  other  occupation  that  any  number  to  fpeake  ol 
doth  vfe  there.  For  their  ganiientes,  which  through- 
Similitude  in  oute  all  the  Ilande  be  of  one  fafhion, 
apparreii.  (fauyuge  that  there  is  a  difference  betwene 
the  mans  garmente  and  the  womans,  betwene  th( 
maried  and  the  vnmaried)  and  this  one  continueth  for 
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cuemiore  vnchaunged,  femely  and  comelie  to  the  eye, 
no  lette  to  the  mouynge  and  weldynge  of  the  bodye, 
alfo  fytte  both  for  wynter  and  fummer :  as  for  thefe 
garmentes  (I  faye)  euery  famiUe  maketh  their  owne. 
But  of  the  other  forefaide  craftes  eueiye   ^.     . .   . 

J         JN  o   citizein 

man  learneth  one.    And  not  onely  the  men,    without  a  sd- 
but  alfo  the  women.     But  the  women,  as   ^"^^' 
the  weaker  fort,  be  put  to  the  eafier  craftes  :    as  to 
worke  wolle  and  flaxe.     The  more  laborfome  fciences 
be  committed  to  the  men.      For  the    moofle    part 
euery  man  is  broughte  vp  in  his  fathers   xowhatocu- 
crafte.     For  mofle  commonlye  they  be  na-  pation  euery- 
turalHe  therto  bente  and  incHned.    But  yf  a   nelndinecT'^^ 
mans  minde  flande  to  anye  other,  he  is  by  {^^^^^^^'^  ^"" 
adoption  put  into  a  familye  of  that  occupa- 
tion, which  he  doth  moft  fantafy.     Whome  not  onely 
his  father,  but  alfo  the  magiflrates  do  diligently  loke  to, 
that  he  be  put  to  a  difcrete  and  an  honeft  houfeholder. 
Yea,  and  if  anye  perfon,  when  he  hath  learned  one 
crafte,  be  defierous  to  learne  alfo  another,  he  is  likewyfe 
fuffred  and  permitted. 

When  he  hathe  learned  bothe,  he  occupieth  whether 
be  wyll :  oneleffe  the  citie  haue  more  neade  of  the  one, 
then  of  the  other.  The  chiefe  and  almoofle  the  onelye 
)fifyce  of  the  Syphograuntes  is,  to  fee  and  take  hede, 
;hat  no  manne  fit  idle  :  but  that  euerye  one 
ipplye  hys  owne  craft  with  earnefl  dili-  tcfbe^rTrhreTout 
^ence.  And  yet  for  all  that,  not  to  be  oftheweaiepu- 
vearied  from  earlie  in  the  morninge,  to  late  ^^^^' 
n  the  euenninge,  with  continuall  worke,  like  labouringe 
md  toylinge  bealles. 

For  this  is  worfe  then  the  miferable  and  wretched 
ondition  of  bondemen.  Whiche  neuertheles  is  almoofle 
uerye  where  the  lyfe  of  workemen  and  artificers,  fauing 
n  Utopia.  For  they  diuidynge  the  daye  and  the  nyghte 
nto  xxiiii.  iufte  houres,  appointeand  affigne  a  moderation 
nelye  fixe  of  thofe  houres  to  woorke  before  Ind^oyieorai-^ 
loone,  vpon  the  whiche  they  go  flreighte  to  tificers. 
iner:  and  after  diner,  when  they  haue  refled  two  houres. 
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then  they  worke  iii.  houres  and  vpon  that  they  go  to  fup 
per.  Aboute  eyghte  of  the  cloke  in  the  eueninge  (coun- 
tinge  one  of  the  clocke  at  the  firfle  houre  after  noone) 
they  go  to  bedde  :  eyght  houres  they  geue  to  flepe. 
All  the  voide  time,  that  is  betwene  the  houres  of  worke, 
flepe,  and  meate,  that  they  be  fuffered  to  beflowe,  euery 
man  as  he  liketh  befl  him  felfe.  Not  to  th[e]  intent  that 
they  fhold  mifpend  this  time  in  riote  or  flouthfulnes  : 
but  beynge  then  licenfed  from  the  laboure  of  their 
owne  occupations,  to  beflow  the  time  well  and  thrifte- 
lye  vpon  fome  other  fcience,  as  fliall  pleafe  them.  For 
it  is  a  folempne  cuflome  there,  to  haue  lectures  daylye 
early  in  the  morning,  where  to  be  prefente  they  onely 
be  conflrained  that  be  namelye  chofenand  appoynted  to 
Thestudieof  Icamingc.  Howbeit  a  greate  multitude  of 
good  literature,  eucry  fort  of  pcoplc,  both  men  and  women 
go  to  heare  lectures,  fome  one  and  fome  an  other,  as 
euerye  mans  nature  is  inclined.  Yet,  this  notwith- 
flanding,  if  any  man  had  rather  beftovve  this  time  vpon 
his  owne  occupation,  (as  it  chauncetli  in  manye,  whofe 
mindes  rife  not  in  the  contemplation  of  any  fcience 
liberall)  he  is  not  letted,  nor  prohibited,  but  is  alfo 
prayfed  and  commended,  as  profitable  to  the  common 
Playing  after  wealthc.  After  fuppcr  they  beflow  one 
supper.  houre  in  playe :  in  fummer  in  their  gardens  : 

in  winter  in  their  commen  halles  :  where  they  dine  anc 
fuppe.  There  they  exercife  themfelues  in  mufike,  or 
els  in  honeft  and  wholfome  communication.  Dice- 
playe,and  fuche  other  foliflie  and  pernicious  games  they 
know  not.  But  they  vfe  ij.  games  not  much 
dafes"di^epi"ay  vnlikc  the  chcffe.  The  one  is  the  battel 
is  the  pastime  of  nuuibcrs,  whcrcin  one  nurnbre  ftealethe 
o  princes.  awayc  another.  The  other  is  wherin  vice^ 
fyghte  with  vertues,  as  it  were  in  battel  array,  or  a  fei 
piaies  or  era-  ^^^^^  "^^^  ^^"^^  which  game  is  verye  properly^ 
ires  also  Vo-  Ihcwed,  both  the  flriffe  and  difcorde  thai 
fitabie.  vices  haue  amonge  themfelfes,  and  agayn( 

theire   vnitye  and  concorde    againfle    vertues  :    Anc 
alfo   what  vices    be    repugnaunt    to   what    vertues 
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svith  what  powre  and  flrength  they  affaile  them  open- 
lye  :  by  what  wieles  and  fubtelty  they  affaulte  them 
fecretelye:  with  what  helpe  and  aide  the  vertues  refifle, 
and  ouercome  the  jjuiffaimce  of  the  vices  :  by  what 
craft  they  fruflrate  their  purpofes  :  and  finally  by  what 
Height  or  meanes  the  one  getteth  the  victory.     But 
here  leaft  you  be  deceaued,  one  thinge  you  mufle  looke 
more  narrowly  vpon.     For  feinge  theybeflovve  but.  vi. 
houres  in  woorke,  perchaunce  you  maye  thinke  that  the 
iacke  of  fome  neceffarye  thinges  hereof  maye  enfewe. 
But  this  is  nothinge  fo.     For  that  fmal  time  is  not 
Dnly   enough  but   alfo  to   muche  for  the  floore  and 
ibundaunce  of  all  thinges,  that  be  requifite,  either  for 
the  neceffitie,   or  commoditie  of  life.        The  which 
thinge  you  alfo  fhall  perceaue,  if  you  weye  rj.^^  ^    ^^^ 
md  confider  with  your  felfes  how  great  a  and  sortes  of 
parte  of  the  people  in  other  contreis  lyueth  ^'^""^  people. 
^^dle.     FirfL  almofL  all  women,  whyche  be  the  halfe  of 
:he  whole  numbre  :  or  els  if  the  women  be   ^^ 
Somewhere  occupied,  there  mofl  common- 
ye  in  their  fleade  the  men  be  ydle.     Befydes  this  how 
create,  and  how  ydle  a  companye  is  there  of  preyfles,  and 
-elygious  men,  as  they  cal  them  ?  put  thereto   PHestes  and 
il  ryche  men,  fpeciallye  all  landed  men,   !;e|igious  men 

,  .-'t  ,      ^,  il     ^  -1  1     Richemenand 

kvhich  comonlye  be  called  gentilmen,  and  landed  men. 
loble  men.  Takeinto  this  numbre  alfo  theireferuauntes: 
meane  all  that  flocke  of  floute  brasrsfinsj   ^ 

oo      o     oeruyngmen 

uffhe  bucklers.    loyne  to  them  alfo  flurdy 
md  valiaunte  beggers,  clokinge  their  idle  lyfe  vnder 
he  coloure  of  fome  difeafe  or  fickenes.  And   sturdy  and 
rulye  you  flial  find  them  much  fewer  then  vaUaunt 
^ou  thought,  by  whofe  labour   all   thefe     ^^^^^^* 
hinges  are  wrought,   that  in  mens  affaires  are  now 
iaylye  vfed  and  frequented.  Nowe  confyder  with  youre 
elfe,  of  thefe  fewe  that  doe  woorke,  how  Wonderfuii 
ewe  be  occupied,  in  neceffarye  woorkes.   witteiy  spoken. 
''or  where  money  beareth  all  the  fwinge,  there  many 
^ayne  and  fuperfluous  occupations  mud  nedes  be  vfed, 
o  ferue  only  for  ryotous   fuperfluite,  and    \mhoneil 
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pleafure.  For  the  fame  multitude  that  now  is  occu- 
pied in  woork,  if  they  were  deuidtd  into  fo  fewe  occu- 
pations as  the  neceffarye  vfe  of  nc.lure  requyreth :  in 
fo  greate  plentye  of  thinges  as  then  ot  neceffity  woulde 
enfue,  doubtles  the  prices  wolde  be  to  lytle  for  the 
artifycers  to  maynteyne  theire  Huinges.  But  yf  all  thefe 
that  be  nowe  bufied  about  vnprofitable  occupations, 
with  all  the  whole  flocke  of  them  that  lyue  ydellye  and 
flouthfuUye,  whyche  confume  and  wafle  euerye  one  of 
them  more  of  thefe  thinges  that  come  by  other  mens 
laboure,  then.  ij.  of  the  workemen  themfelfes  doo:  yf  all 
thefe  (I  faye)  were  fette  to  profytable  occupatyons ; 
you  eafelye  perceaue  howe  lytle  tyme  would  be  enoughe, 
yea  and  to  muche  to  fLoore  vs  with  all  thinges  that  maye 
be  requifite  either  for  neceffitie,  or  for  commoditye, 
yea  or  for  pleafure,  fo  that  the  fame  pleafure  be  trewe 
and  natural.  And  this  in  Utopia  the  thinge  it  felfe 
makethe  manifefte  and  playne.  For  there  in  all  the 
citye,  with  the  whole  contreye,  or  fliiere  adioyning  to 
it  fcafelye.  500.  perfons  of  al  ye  whole  numbre  of  men 
and  women,  that  be  neither  to  olde,  nor  to  weake  to 
worke,  be  hcenfed  and  difcharged  from  laboure.     A- 

monge  them  be  the  Siphograuntes  (whoe 
as^the^magi-^  thoughc  they  be  by  the  lawes  exempte  and 
idd[^^  ^'"^        priuileged  from  labour)  yet  they  exempte  not 

themfelfes  :  to  the  intent  that  they  may  the 
rather  by  their  example  prouoke  other  to  worke.  The 
fame  vacation  from  labour  do  they  alfo  enioye,to  whome 
the  people  perfuaded  by  the  commendation  of  the 
priefles,  and  fecrete  election  of  the  Siphograuntes,  haue 
geuen  a  perpetual  licence  from  laboure  to  learnings 
But  if  any  one  of  them  proue  not  accordinge  to  the 
expectation  and  hoope  of  him  conceaued,  he  is  forth- 
with plucked  backe  to  the  company  of  artificers.  Anc 
contrarye  wife,  often  it  chaunceth  that  a  handicrafte^ 
man  doth  fo  earneflly  beflowe  his  vacaunte  and  fpare 
houres  in  learninge,  and  throughe  diligence  fo  profytetl 
therin,  that  he  is  taken  from  his  handy  occupation,  anc 
promoted  to  the  company  of  the  learned.     Oute  of  thi< 
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ordre  of  the  learned  be  chofen  ambafla-  Oneiy  learned 
dours,  priefles,  Tranibores,  and  finallye  the  men  called  to 
prince  him  felfe.  Whomethey  intheire  olde 
tonge  cal  Barzanes,  and  by  a  newer  name,  Adamus. 
The  refidewe  of  the  people  being  neither  ydle,  nor  yet 
occupied  about  vnprofitable  exercifes,  it  may  be  eafely 
iudged  in  how  fewe  houres  how  muche  good  woorke 
by  them  may  be  doone  and  difpatched,  towardes  thofe 
thinges  yat  I  haue  fpoken  of.  This  commodity  they 
haue  alfo  aboue  other,  yat  in  the  mod  part  of  neceffarye 
occupations  they  neade  not  fo  much  work,  as  other 
nations  doe.  For  firfl  of  all  ye  buildinge  or 
repayringe  of  houfes  afketh  euerye  where  excrsskir^cosr 
fo  manye  mens  continual  labour,  bicaufe  yat  ^"  bmidmg. 
the  vn thrifty  heire  fuffereth  ye  houfes  that  his  father 
buylded  in  contyneuauncc  of  tyme  to  fall  in  decay.  So 
that  which  he  myghte  haue  vpholden  wyth  lytle  cofle, 
hys  fucceffoure  is  conflreyned  to  buylde  it  agayne  a 
newe,  to  his  great  charge.  Yea  manye  tymes  alfo  the 
howfe  that  floode  one  man  in  muche  moneye,  another 
is  of  fo  nyce  and  foo  delycate  a  mynde,  that  he  fettethe 
notliinge  by  it.  And  it  beynge  neglected,  and  there- 
fore fhortelye  fallynge  into  ruyne,  he  buyldethe  vppe 
another  in  an  other  place  with  no  leffe  cofle  and 
chardge.  But  amonge  the  Utopians,  where  all  thinges 
be  fett  in  a  good  ordre,  and  the  common  wealthe  in  a 
good  flaye,  it  very  feldom  chaunceth,  that  they  cheufe 
a  newe  plotte  to  buyld  an  houfe  vpon.  And  they  doo 
not  only  finde  fpedy  and  quicke  remedies  for  prefent 
faultes :  but  alfo  preuente  them  that  be  like  to  fall.  And 
by  this  meanes  their  houfes  continewe  and  lafle  very 
longe  with  litle  labour  and  fmal  reparations :  in  fo  much 
that  this  kind  of  woorkmen  fomtimes  haue  almoft  noth- 
inge  to  doo.  But  that  they  be  commaunded  to  hewe 
timbre  at  home,  and  to  fquare  and  trimme  vp  flones, 
to  the  intente  that  if  anye  woorke  chaunce,  it  may  the 
fpedelier  rife.  Now  Syr  in  theire  apparell,  ^^ 
marke  (I  praye  you)  howe  few  woorkmen  the  charge  in 
they  neade.     Fyrfle  of  al,  whyles  they  be  at  ^pp^^^^- 
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woorke,  they  be  couered  homely  with  leather  or  fkin- 
nes,  that  will  lafL.  vii.  yeares.  When  they  go  furthe 
abrode  they  cafle  vpon  them  a  cloke,  whych  hydeth 
the  other  homelye  apparel.  Thefe  clookes  through  out 
the  whole  Hand  be  all  of  one  coloure,  and  that  is  the 
natural  coloure  of  the  wul.  They  therefore  do  not  only 
fpei.d  much  leffe  wullen  clothe  then  is  fpente  in  other 
contreis,  but  alfo  the  fame  flandeth  them  in  muche  leffe 
cofle.  But  lynen  clothe  is  made  with  leffe  laboure,  and 
is  therefore  hadde  more  in  vfe.  But  in  lynen  cloth 
onlye  whyteneffe,  in  wullen  only  clenlynes  is  regarded. 
As  for  the  fmalneffe  or  fineneffe  of  ye  threde,  that  is 
no  thinge  paffed  for.  And  this  is  the  caufe  wherfore 
in  other  places,  iiii.  or  v  clothe  gownes  of  dyuers  col- 
oures,  and  as  manye  filke  cootes  be  not  enoughe  for 
one  man.  Yea  and  yf  he  be  of  the  delicate  and  nyfe 
forte. X.  [ten]  be  to  fewe :  whereas  there  one  garmente  wyl 
ferue  a  man  moofle  commenlye.  ij.  yeares.  For  whie 
fhoulde  he  defyre  moo?  feinge  yf  he  had  them,  he 
fliould  not  be  the  better  hapte  or  couered  from  colde, 
neither  in  his  apparel  anye  whitte  the  comlyer. 
Wherefore,  feinge  they  be  all  exercyfed  in  profitable 
occupations,  and  that  fewe  artificers  in  the  fame  craftes 
be  fufficiente,  this  is  the  caufe  that  plentye  of  all  thinges 
beinge  among  them,  they  doo  fometymes  bringe  forthe 
an  innumerable  companye  of  people  to  amend  the 
hyghe  wayes,  yf  anye  be  broken.  Many  times  alfo, 
when  they  haue  no  fuche  woorke  to  be  occupied 
aboute,  an  open  proclamation  is  made,  that  they  fhall 
beflowe  fewer  houres  in  worke.  For  the  magiflrates 
doe  not  exercife  theire  citizens  againfle  theire  willes  in 
vnneadefull  laboures.  For  whie  in  the  inflitution  of 
that  weale  publique,  this  ende  is  onelye  and  chiefely 
pretended  and  mynded,  that  what  time  maye  poffibly 
be  fpared  from  the  neceffarye  occupacions  and  affayres 
of  the  commen  wealth,  all  yat  the  citizeins  flioulde  with- 
drawe  from  the  bodely  feruice  to  the  free  libertye  of 
the  minde,  and  garniffhinge  of  the  fame.  For  herein 
they  fuppofe  the  felicitye  of 
this  liffe  to  confifle. 
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C  (Bf  tfjcire  Inimcjc  anlr  mutual 

conuersfation  together* 

Vt  nowe  wil  I  declare  how  the  citizens  vfe 
them  felfes  one  towardes  another:  what 
famihar  occiipieng  and  enterteynement, 
there  is  amonge  the  people,  and  what  fas- 
fion  they  vfe  in  the  diflribution  of  euery 
:hing.  Firfle  the  city  confifleth  of  families,  the  fami- 
ies  mofl  commonlye  be  made  of  kinredes.  For  the 
vomen,  when  they  be  maryed  at  a  lawefull  age,  they  goo 
nto  theire  hufbandes  houfes.  But  the  male  children, 
vith  al  the  whole  male  offpringe  continewe  flill  in  their 
)wne  family  and  be  gouemed  of  the  eldefl  and  aun- 
:ientefl  father,  onles  he  dote  for  age:  for  then  the  next 
o  him  in  age,  is  placed  in  his  rowme.  But  to  The  numbre 
h[e]  intent  ye  prefcript  number  of  the  citezens  »^  citizens, 
houlde  neither  decreafe,  nor  aboue  meafure  increafe,  it 
s  ordeined  that  no  familie  which  in  euery  citie  be.  vi. 
houfand  in  the  whole,  befydes  them  of  the  contrey, 
hall  at  ones  haue  fewer  children  of  the  age  of.  xiiii. 
'eares  or  there  about  then.  x.  or  mo  then.  xvi.  for  of 
hildren  vnder  this  age  no  numbre  can  be  prefcribed 
r  appointed.  This  meafure  or  numbre  is  eafely  ob- 
^rued  and  kept,  by  putting  them  that  in  fuller 
imilies  be  aboue  the  number  into  families  of  fmal- 
tr  increafe.  But  if  chaunce  be  that  in  ye  whole  citie 
le  floore  increafe  aboue  the  iufl  number,  therewith 
ley  fil  vp  ye  lacke  of  other  cities.  But  if  fo 
yat  the  multitude  throughout  the  whole  Ilande 
affe  and  excede  the  dewe  number,  then  they  chuefe 
ut  of  euery  citie  certein  citezens,  and  build  vp  a  towne 
nder  their  owne  lawes  in  the  next  land  where  the  in- 
abitauntes  haue  muche  wafle  and  vnoccupied  ground, 
iceauing  alfo  of  the  fame  countrey  people  to  them,  if 
ley  wil  ioyne  and  dwel  with  them.    They  thus  ioyning 
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and  dwelling  together  do  eafelye  agre  in  one  faffion  of 

lining,  and  that  to  the  great  wealth  of  both  the  peoples. 

For  they  fo  bringe  the  matter  about  by  theire  lawes,  that 

the  ground  which  before  was  neither  good  nor  profitable 

for  the  one  nor  for  the  other,  is  no  we  fufficiente  and 

fruteful  enoughe  for  them  both.       But  if  the  inhabit 

auntes  of  that  lande  wyl  not  dwell  with  them  to  be 

ordered  by  their  lawes,  then  they  dryue  them  out  o 

thofe  boundes  which  they  haue  limited,  and  apointec 

out  for  them  felues.     And  if  they  refiile  and  rebel,  thei 

they  make  warre  agaynft  them.     For  they  counte  thi: 

the  mofle  iufle  caufe  of  warre,  when  anye  people  hold 

ethe  a  piece  of  grounde  voyde  and  vacaunt  to  no  goo( 

nor  profitable  vfe,  kepyng  other  from  the  vfe  and  poi 

feffion  of  it,  whiche  notwithflandyng  by  the  lawe  c 

nature  ought  thereof  to  be  nouryfhed  and  relieued.    1 

anye  chaunce  do  fo  muche  diminiflie  the  number  of  an 

of  theirecities,  that  it  cannot  be  fylled  vp  agayne,  withoi: 

the  diminifhynge  of  the  iufl  numbre  of  the  other  cytie 

(whiche  they  fay  chaunced  but  twyfe  fynce  the  begir 

nyng  of  the  lande  throughe  a  greate  peRilente  plage 

then  they  fulfyll  and  make  vp  the  numbre  with  cytezer 

fetched  out  of  theire  owne  forreyne  townes,  for  the 

had  rather  fuffer  theire   forreyne  townes    to    deca> 

and  peryfhe,  then  any  cytie  of  theire  owne  Ilande  to  b 

diminiflied.     But  nowe  agayne  to  the  conuerfation  ( 

the  cytezens  amonge  themfelfes.    The  elc 

tiu:!ll\r.  efle  (as  I  fayde)  rulethe  the  familye.    Th 

ged  and  eased  ^yfgs  bce  miniflcrs  to  theire  hufbandes,  th 

oftheydleconi-         J  .  j     i.       v^ 

pany  of  ser-  children  to  thcirc  parentes,  and  to  be 
uyngmen.  fiiorte  the  youger  to  theire  elders.  Euei 
Cytie  is  deuided  into  foure  equall  partes  or  quarter 
In  the  myddes  of  euery  quarter  there  is  a  market  plac 
of  all  maner  of  thinges.  Thether  the  workes  of  eue] 
familie  be  brought  into  certeyne  houfes.  And  euer) 
kynde  of  thing  is  layde  vp  feuerall  in  bernes  or  flo: 
houfes.  From  hence  the  father  of  euerye  familye,  ( 
euery  houfholder  fetchethe  whatfoeuer  he  and  his  hai 
neade  of,  and  carieth  it  away  with  him  without  mone 
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without  exchaunge,  without  any  gage,  pawne,  or  pledge. 
For  whye  fhoulde  any  thing  be  denyed  vnto  him?  feynge 
there  is  abundaunce  of  all  thinges,  and  that  it  is  not  to 
bee  feared,  lefle  anye  man  wyll  afke  more  then  he 
neadeth.  For  whie  fhould  it  be  thoughte  that  that  man 
vvoulde  an<:e  more  then  anough,  which  is  fewer  neuer 
to  lacke  ?  Certeynely  in  all  kyndes  of  lyu-  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
inge  creatures  either  feare  of  lacke  dothe  coueteus  and 
caufe  couetoufnes  and  rauyne,  or  in  man  ^^^oruon. 
only  pryde,  which  counteth  it  a  glorious  thinge  to  paffe 
and  excel  other  in  the  fuperfluous  and  vayne  oflentation 
of  thinges.  The  whyche  kynde  of  vice  amonge  the 
Utopians  can  haue  no  place.  Nexte  to  the  market 
places  that  I  fpake  of,  flande  meate  markettes :  whe- 
ther be  brought  not  only  all  fortes  of  herbes,  and  the 
fruites  of  trees,  with  breade,  but  alfo  fifhe,  and  all 
maner  of.  iiii.  footed  beaftes,  and  wilde  foule  that  be 
mans  meate.  But  lirfL  the  fylthynes  and  ordure  therof 
is  clene  waflied  awaye  in  the  renninge  ryuer  without  the 
cytie  in  places  appoynted  mete  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
From  thence  the  beafles  be  brought  in  kylled,  and 
cleane  waffhed  by  the  handes  of  theire  bondemen  For 
they  permitte  not  their  frie  citezens  to  accuflome  them 
felfes  to  the  killing  of  beafles,  through  the  vfe  whereof 
they  thinke,  clemencye  the  gentelefte  affec-  or  the  siauc-h- 
tion  of  oure  nature  by  lytle  and  lytle  to  ^^^  of  beastes 
decaye  and  peryfhe.  Neither  they  fuffer  iTedmanlia^ugh- 
anye  thinge  that  is  fylthye,  lothefom,  or  ^^^• 
vnclenlye,  to  be  broughte  into  the  cytie,  leafL  the  ayre 
3y  the  flenche  therof  infected  and  corrupte,  Fyith  and  or- 
flioulde  caufe  peflilente  difeafes.  More-  ^^^e  bring  the 
ouer  euerye  flrete  hath  certeyne  great  large  stiknirinto^^" 
halles  fett  in  equal  diflaunce  one  from  an-  Cyties. 
other,  euerye  one  knowen  by  a  feuerall  name.  In  thefe 
lalles  dwell  the  Syphograuntes.  And  to  euerye  one  of 
the  fame  halles  be  apoynted.  XXX.  [thirty]  famiHes,  on  eith  er 
fide.  XV  [fifteen]  The  ftewardes  of  euerye  halle  at  a  cer- 
:ayne  houre  come  in  to  the  meate  markettes,  where  they 
•ereyue  meate  accordinge  to  the  number  of  their  halles. 
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Care,  diligence  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  chicflie  of  all  Fcfpect  is  had 
and  attendance  to  the  fyckc,  that  be  cured  in  the  hofpi- 
aboutthesicke.   ^^j^^^^     y^^,  -^  ^j^^  circuite  of  the  citie,  a 

litle  without  ye  walles,  they  haue.  iiii.  hofpitalles,  fo 
bigge  fo  wyde,  fo  ample,  and  fo  large,  that  they  may 
feme.  iiii.  litle  townes,  which  were  deuifed  of  yat  bignes 
partely  to  th[e]  intent  the  fycke,  be  they  neuer  fo  many 
in  numbre,  fhuld  not  lye  to  thronge  or  (Irayte,  and 
therfore  vneafely,  and  incommodioufly  :  and  partely 
that  they  which  were  taken  and  holden  with  contagious 
difeafes,  fuche  as  be  wonte  by  infection  to  crepe  from 
one  to  an  other,  myght  be  layde  apart  farre  from  the 
company  of  ye  refidue  Thefe  hofpitalles  be  fo  wel 
appointed,  and  with  al  thingcs  neceffary  to  health  fo 
furniflied,  and  more  ouer  fo  diligent  attendaunce  through 
the  continual  prefence  of  cunning  phifitians  is  geuen, 
that  though  no  man  be  fent  thether  againil  his  will,  yet 
notwithflandinge  there  is  no  ficke  perfone  in  al  the  citie. 
that  had  not  rather  lye  there,  then  at  home  in  his  owne 
houfe.  When  the  flewarde  of  the  ficke  hath  receiued 
fuche  meates  as  the  phifitians  haue  prefcribed,  then  the 
befle  is  equallye  deuided  among  the  halles,  according 
to  the  company  of  euery  one,  fauing  that  there  is  had 
a  refpect  to  the  prince,  the  byfliop,  the  tranibours,  and 
to  ambaffadours  and  all  flraungers,  if  there  be  any,  which 
be  verye  fewe  and  feldome.  But  they  alfo  when  the} 
be  there,  haue  certeyne  feuerall  houfes  apointed  anc 
prepared  for  them.  To  thefe  halles  at  ye  fet  houres 
of  dinner  and  fupper  commeth  all  the  whole  Sipho 
grauntie  or  warde,  warned  by  ye  noyfe  of  a  brafer 
trumpet :  except  fuche  as  be  ficke  in  ye  hofpitalles,  o 
Euery  man  is  ^^s  in  their  owne  houfes.  Howbeit  no 
at  his  libertie  man  is  prohibited  or  forbid,  after  the  halle 
L°  done"by  '"^  bc  fcrucd,  to  fetch  home  meate  out  of  y< 
compulsion.  market  to  his  own  houfe,  For  they  know( 
that  no  man  wyl  doe  it  without  a  caufe  reafonable 
For  thoughe  no  man  be  prohibited  to  dyne  at  home 
yet  no  man  doth  it  willyngly :  becaufe  it  is  counted  ; 
pointe  of  fmal  honeflie.     And  alfo  it  were  a  follye  t< 
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take  the  payne  to  dreffe  a  badde  diner  at  home,  when, 
they  may  be  welcome  to  good  and  fyne  fare  fo  neighe 
hande  at  the  hall.  In  this  hal  al  vile  feruice,  all  flaueyy, 
and  drudgerie,  with  all  labourfome  toyle,  and  bafe  bufi- 
nes  is  done  by  bondemen.  But  the  women  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
of  euery  family  by  courfe  haue  the  office  dresse  and  seme 
and  charge  of  cookerie  for  fethinge  and  ^^^ '"^''^'^• 
dreffmge  the  meate,  and  orderinge  all  thinges  therto 
belongyng.  They  fit  at  three  tables  or  moe,  accordinge 
to  the  numbre  of  their  company.  The  men  fitte  vpon 
the  bench  next  the  wall,  and  the  women  againfle  them 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  table,  that  yf  anye  fodeyne  euyll 
fhould  chaunce  to  them,  as  many  tymes  happcneth  to 
women  with  chylde,  they  maye  rife  wythoute  trouble  or 
diflurbaunce  of  anye  bodie,  and  go  thence  into  the 
nurcerie.  The  nurceis  fitte  feuerall  alone 
with  theyr  younge  fuckelinges  in  a  certaine 
parloure  appointed  and  deputed  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
neuer  withoute  fire  and  clean e  water,  nor  yet  without 
cradels,  that  when  they  wyll  they  maye  laye  downe  the 
younge  infantes,  and  at  theyr  pleafure  take  them  oute 
of  their  fwathynge  clothes,  and  holde  them  to  the  fire, 
and  refrefhe  them  with  playe.  Euery  mother  is  nource 
to  her  owne  childe,  onles  either  death,  or  fycknes  be 
the  let.  When  that  chaunceth,  the  wiues  of  the  Sypho- 
grauntes  quyckelye  prouyde  a  nource.  And  that  is  not 
harde  to  be  done.  For  they  that  can  doo  Nothing  soner 
it,  profer  themfelues  to  no  feruice  fo  glad-  prouokethmen 
lye  as  to  that.  Becaufe  that  there  thys  theTpraisea^d 
kinde  of  pitie  is  muche  prayfed  :  and  the  commendation 
chylde  that  is  nourifhed,  euer  after  taketh  his  nource 
for  his  owne  naturall  mother.  Alfo  amonge  the  nourceis, 
fytte  all  the  children  that  be  vnder  the  as:e   ^^ 

r  A  n    ^1  ^1  111  r    ^he   education 

of  V.  yeares.  All  the  other  chyldren  of  of  yonge  chii- 
bothe  kyndes,  afwell  boyes  as  girles,  that  ^^^"* 
be  vnder  the  age  of  maryage,  do  eyther  ferue  at  the 
tables,  or  els  if  they  be  to  yonge  therto,  yet  they  lland 
by  with  maruailous  filence.  That  whiche  is  geuen 
to  them  from  the  table  they  eate,  and  other  feuerai 
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dynner  tyme  they  haue  none.  The  Slphograuntt 
and  his  wife  fitte  in  the  myddes  of  the  high  table 
forafmuch  as  that  is  counted  the  honorablefl  place 
and  becaufe  from  thence  all  the  whole  companie  ii 
in  their  fight.  For  that  table  flandeth  oner  whart( 
the  ouer  ende  of  the  hall  To  them  be  ioyned  two  o 
the  auncientefl  and  eldefl.  For  at  euerye  table  they  fr 
foure  at  a  meeffe.  But  yf  there  be  a  church  flanding  ir 
yat  Syphograuntie  or  warde,  then  the  prieft  and  his  wif( 
fitteth  with  the  Siphograunt,  as  chiefe  in  the  company 
On  both  fydes  of  them  fit  yonge  men,  and  nexte  vntc 
them  ag^aine  olde  men.  And  thus  throus:] 
ed  with  their  out  all  the  houfe  equall  of  age  be  fette  to 
elders.  gethcr,  and  yet  be  mixt  and  matched  witl 

vnequal  ages.  This,  they  fay,  was  ordeyned,  to  th( 
intent  that  the  fagegrauitie  and  reuerence  of  the  elden 
fliould  kepe  the  yongers  from  wanton  licence  of  worde: 
and  behauioure.  Forafmuch  as  nothynge  can  be  tc 
fecretlye  fpoken  or  done  at  the  table,  but  either  the] 
that  fit  on  the  one  fide  or  on  the  other  mufte  nedej 
perceaue  it.  The  diflies  be  not  fet  down  in  order  fron 
^,j  the  firfl  place  but  all  the  olde  men  (whof( 

Olde  men  re-  . 

garded  and  re-  placcs  bc  marked  with  fome  fpeciall  toker 
uerenced.  ^^  |^g  knowcn)  bc  firfl  fcrued  of  their  meate 

and  then  the  refidue  equally.  The  olde  men  deuide 
their,  deinties  as  they  think  bell  to  the  yonger  on  ech( 
fyde  of  them. 

Thus  the  elders  be  not  defrauded  of  their  dewe  hon 
oure,  and  neuertheleffe  equall  commoditie  commeth  tc 
This  nowe  cucry  onc.  They  begin  euerye  dinner  anc 
sert^eTin^ome  f^PP^^  o^  redinge  fumthing  yat  perteneth  tc 
vniuersities.  good  maners  and  vertue.  But  it  is  fhorte 
becaufe  no  man  fhalbe  greued  therwith.  Hereof  th[e 
Taike  at  the  clders  take  occafion  of  honefl  communica 
table.  X\oTi^  but  neither  fadde   nor  vnpleafaunt 

Howbeit  they  do  not  fpende  all  the  whole  dinertimc 
themfelues  with  longe  and  tedious  talkes:  but  the} 
gladly  heare  alfo  the  yonge  men :  yea,  and  purpofelyc 
prouoke  them  to  talke,toth[e]  intent  that  they  may  hau( 
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.  profe  of  euery  mans  wit,  and  towardnes,  or  difpofition 
0  vertue,  which  commonhe  in  the  Hbertie  of  feafling 
loth  fliew  and  vtter  it  felf.    Their  diners  be   This  is  repug- 
eriefhort:  but  their  fuppers  be  fumwhat  "pi'irionVf^o^ur 
3nger,  becaufe  that  after  dyner  foloweth  phisitions. 
aboure,  after  fupper  flepe  and  natural  refle,  whiche  they 
hinke  to  be  of  more  ftrength  and  efficacie  to  wholfome 
.nd  healthful!  digeflion.     No  fupper  is  paffed  without 
auficke.      Nor  their  bankettes  lacke  no   Musickatthe 
;onceytes  nor  ionketes.     They  burne  fwete  table. 
;ummes    and    fpices    or    perfumes,    and     pleafaunt 
melles,    and    fprinckle    aboute    fwete    oyntementes 
.nd    waters,    yea,    they  leaue   nothing  vndone    that 
aaketh   for   the   cheringe    of    the   companye.       For 
hey  be  muche  enclined  to  this  opinion:  to  thinke 
10  kinde  of  pleafure  forbydden,  whereof  Pleasure  with 
:ommeth  no   harme.     Thus  therfore  and   di^comnTe^nda* 
-fter  this  fort  they  Hue  togethers  in  the  citie,    bie. 
)ut  in  the  countrey  they  that  dwell  alone  farre  from 
.ny  neighboures,  do  dyne  and  fuppe  at  home  in  their 
?wne  houfes.     For  no  familie  there  lacketh  any  kinde 
of  victualles,  as  from  whom  com- 
meth  all  that  the  citezens 
eate  and  lyue  by. 
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proffe)  then  of  thofe  thinges,  wherof  they  haue  abun 
daunce,   they  carie  furth  into  other  countreis  grea 

plentie  :  as  grayne,  honnie,  wuUe,  flaxe 
indmarchaun-  woode,  madder,  purple  died  felles,  waxe 
disc  of  the  Uto-  tallowe,  lether,  and  lyuinge  beafles.  An( 
'^'^"^'  the  feuenth  parte  of  all  thefe  thynges  the; 

geue  franckelye  and  frelie  to  the  pore  of  that  countrey 
The  refidewe  they  fell  at  a  reafonable  and  meane  price 
By  this  trade  of  traffique  or  marchaundife,  they  brin^ 
into  their  own  contrey,  not  only  great  plenty  of  goldi 
and  filuer,  but  alio  all  fuche  thynges  as  they  lacke  a 
home,  whiche  is  almofle  nothinge  but  Iron.  And  b; 
reafon  they  haue  longe  vfed  this  trade,  nowe  they  ham 
more  aboundaunce  of  thefe  thinges,  then  anye  mai 
wyll  beleue.  Nowe  therfore  they  care  not  whether  the; 
fell  for  readye  money,  or  els  vpon  trufle  to  be  payee 
at  a  daye,  and  to  haue  the  moofle  parte  in  debtes 
In  all  thinges  ^^^  ^^  ^^  doyugc  they  neuer  followe  th^ 
and  aboue  all  credcncc  of  priuat  men :  but  the  affuraunc^ 
communitiethei  or  warrauntifc  of  the  whole  citie,  by  inftru 
haue  an  eye.  mcntes  and  wntingcs  made  in  that  behalf 
accordingl3^  When  the  daye  of  paiement  is  come  an( 
expired,  the  citie  gathereth  vp  the  debte  of  the  priuat 
debtoures,  and  putteth  it  into  the  common  boxe,  an( 
fo  longe  hathe  the  vfe  and  profite  of  it,  vntill  the  Vtc 
pians  their  creditours  demaunde  it.     The  moofle  part 

of  it  they  neuer  afke.  For  that  thyng 
cie  money  may  whiche  is  to  them  no  profite  to  take  i 
be  in  lesseesti-  fj-Qj^  Other,  to  whom  it  is  profitable  :  the 

thmke  it  no  righte  nor  confcience.  Bii 
if  the  cafe  fo  fland,  that  they  mufl  lende  part  of  tha 
money  to  an  other  people,  then  they  require  they 
debte  :  or  when  they  haue  warre.  For  the  which 
purpofe  onelye  they  kepe  at  home  all  the  treafur^ 
whiche  they  haue,  to  be  holpen  and  focoured  by  : 
either  in  extreame  ieopardyes,  or  in  fuddeine  daur 
gers.  But  efpeciallye  and  chiefelie  to  hiere  therewitl" 
and  that  for  vnreafonable  greate  wayges,  flraung 
foldiours.     For  they  hadde  rather  put  flraungers  i 
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sopardie,  then  theyr  owne  coimtreyemen :   it  is  better  ei- 
:no^vynge  that  for  money  ynoughe,  their  ene-  JJ^^^'^J^'^^  ""^fi-, 
ciyesthemfelues  many  times  may  be  boughte   de  to  avoyde 
»r  folde,  or  elles  throughe  treafon  be  fette  ^f^h  muche 
ogethers  by  the  eares  amonge  themfelues.    losse  of  mans 
w  this  caiife  they  kepe  an  ineflimable     °"  '°  ^  '* 
reafure.     But  yet  not  as  a  treafure  :  but  fo  they  haue 
t,  and  vfe  it,  as  in  good  faythe  I  am  alhamed  to  fhewe  : 
saringe  that  my  woordes  fhall  not  be  beleued.     And 
his  I  haue  more  caufe  to  feare,  for  that  I 
:nowe  howe  difficulthe  and  hardelye  I  me-  "^  ^^"^* 

slfe  would  haue  beleued  an  other  man  tellinge  the 
ime,  if  I  hadde  not  prefentlye  iene  it  with  mine  owne 
yes. 

For  it  mufle  neades  be,  that  howe  farre  a  thynge  is 
iilTonaunt  and  difagreing  from  the  guife  and  trade  of 
he  hearers,  fo  farre  ihall  it  be  out  of  their  belefe. 
lowebeit,  a  wife  and  indifferent  eflimer  of  thynges, 
trill  not  greatlye  marueill  perchaunce,  feynge  all  theyr 
>ther  lawes  and  cuflomes  do  fo  muche  differre  from 
>ures,  yf  the  vfe  alfo  of  gold  and  fyluer  amonge  them 
)e  applied,  rather  to  their  owne  fafhyons,  than  to 
>ures.  I  meane  in  that  they  occupie  not  money  them- 
elues,  but  kepe  it  for  that  chaunce,  whiche  as  it  maye 
lappen,  fo  it  maye  be,  that  it  fhall  neuer  come  to  paffe. 
n  the  meane  time  golde  and  fyluer,  whereof  money  is 
aade,  they  do  fo  vfe,  as  none  of  them  doethe  more 
fteme  it,  then  the  verye  nature  of  the  thing  deferueth. 
^nd  then  who  doeth  not  playnelye  fe  howe  farre  it  is 
nder  Iron  :  as  without  the  whiche  men  q^^^^  ^^^^^ 
an  no  better  lyue  then  without  fiere  and  then  yron  as 
mter.  Whereas  to  golde  and  filuer  na-  necessa"rfe  vse 
ure  hath  geuen  no  vfe,  that  we  may  not  *^^^^^- 
f^ell  lacke  :  if  that  the  follye  of  men  hadde  not  fette 
:  in  higher  eflimation  for  the  rareneffe  fake.  But  of  the 
ontrarie  parte,  nature  as  a  moofle  tender  and  louynge 
[lother,  hathe  placed  the  befle  and  moofle  neceilarie 
hinges  open  abroade  :  as  the  ayere,  the  water,  and 
le  yearth  it  felfe.     And  hathe  remoued  and  hyd  far- 
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thefl  from  vs  vayne  and  vnprofi table  thing es.  Ther 
fore  if  thefe  metalles  amonge  them  Ihoulde  be  fafl 
locked  vp  in  fome  tower,  it  might  be  fufpected,  th; 
the  prince  and  the  counfell  (as  the  people  is  eui 
foolifhelie  ymagininge)  intended  by  fome  fubtiltie  1 
deceaue  the  commons,  and  to  take  fome  profite  of 
to  themfelues.  Furthermore  if  they  fhold  m.ake  ther 
plate  and  fuch  other  finelie  and  cunninglie  wrough 
lluffe :  if  at  anye  time  they  fliould  haue  occafion  i 
breake  it :  and  melte  it  againe,  therewith  to  paye  the 
foiildiers  wages,  they  fee  and  perceaue  verye  well,  th; 
men  woulde  be  lothe  to  parte  from  thofe  thinges,  th; 
they  ones  begonne  to  haue  pleafure  and  delite  in.  1 
remedie  all  this  they  haue  founde  oute  a  meane 
whiche,  as  it  is  agreable  to  all  their  other  lawes  and  cu 
tomes,  fo  it  is  from  ours,  where  golde  is  fo  much  fet  b 
and  fo  diligently  kept,  very  farre  difcripant  and  repu 
naunt :  and  therfore  vncredible,  but  onelye  to  them  th 
be  wife.  For  where  as  they  eate  and  drinke  in  earth ( 
and  glaffe  veffelles,  whiche  in  dede  be  curiouflye  and  pr 
^   ^  „      perlie  made,  and  yet  be  of  very  fmall  valu 

O  wonderfull        ^  ^         ,,  \    r-  ^  ■,  -i 

contumdie  of  of  golde  and  fyluer  they  make  common 
golde.  chaumber  pottes,  and  other  veffelles,  th 

ferue  for  mofle  vile  vfes,  not  onely  in  their  commc 
halles,  but  in  euery  mans  priuate  houfe.  Furthermo 
of  the  fame  mettalles  they  make  greate  chaines,  f( 

ters,  and  gieues  wherin  the[y]  tie  their  bon 
prochfui  badge  Hicn.  Finally  whofoeuer  for  anye  offer 
ofinfamedper-  ]jq  infamcd,  by  their  eares  hange  ryng 

of  golde :   vpon  their  fyngers  they  wea 
rynges  of  golde,  and  aboute  their  neckes  chames 
golde :  and  in  conclufion  their  heades  be  tied  aboi 
with  gold.     Thus  by  al  meanes  poffible  thei  proci 
to  haue  golde  and  filuer  among  them  in  reproche  a 
infamie.     And  thefe  mettalles,  which  other  nations 
as  greuoufly  and  forowefullye  forgo,  as  in  a  manr 
their  owne  liues  :  if  they  fliould  altogethers  at  ones 
taken  from  the  Utopians,  no  man  there  would  thin 
that  he  had  lofl  the  worth  of  one  farthing.     They 
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ther  alfo  pearles  by  the  fea  fide,  and  Diamondes  and 
:arbuncles  vpon  certen  rockes,  and  yet  they  feke  not 
[or  them :  but  by  chaunce  finding  them,  they  cut  and 
Dohfh  them.  And  therwith  thei  deck  their  ^ 
^onge  infauntes.  Whiche  Hke  as  in  the  p'redous  sto- 
iril  yeres  of  their  childhod,  they  make  yl'^J^'^^MrZ 
nuche  and  be  fonde  and  proude  of  fuch  to  piaye  with- 
Drnamentes,  fo  when  they  be  a  Htle  more  ^  * 
jrowen  in  yeares  and  discretion,  perceiuing  that  none 
Dut  children  do  weare  fuch  toies  and  trifels :  they  lay 
them  awaye  euen  of  their  owne  Ihamefafleneffe,  wyth- 
)ute  anye  byddynge  of  their  parentes ;  euen  as  oure 
:hyldren,  when  they  waxe  bygge,  doo  cafle  awaye 
luttes,  brouches,  and  puppettes.  Therfore  thefe  iawes 
md  cuflomes,  whiche  be  fo  farre  differente  from  al 
3ther  nations,  howe  diuers  fantafies  alio  and  myndes 
;hey  doo  caufe,  dydde  I  neuer  fo  playnelie  perceaue, 
is  in  the  Ambaffadours  of  the  Anemolians. 

Thefe  Ambaffadoures  came  to  Amaurote  a  very  piea- 
ivhiles  I  was  there.  And  becaufe  they  came  ^^""'  ^^®' 
to  entreate  of  great  and  weightie  matters,  thofe  three  citi- 
zens a  pece  oute  of  euerie  citie  were  comen  thether  be- 
ore  them.  But  all  the  Ambaffadours  of  the  nexte 
:ountreis,  whiche  had  bene  there  before,  and  knewe 
;he  fafhions  and  maners  of  the  Utopians,  amonge 
whom  they  perceaued  no  honoure  geuen  to  fumptuous 
apparell,  filkes  to  be  contemned,  golde  alfo  to  be  in- 
famed  and  reprochful,  were  wont  to  come  thether  in 
I'erie  homelye  and  fimple  araie.  But  the  Anemolianes 
becaule  they  dwell  farre  thence,  and  had  very  litle 
i[c]quaintaunce  with  them:  hearinge  that  they  were  all 
ipparelled  a  like,  and  that  verie  rudely  and  homely : 
thinkinge  them  not  to  haue  the  thinges  whiche  they 
did  not  weare  :  being  therfore  more  proude,  then  wife  : 
ietermyned  in  the  gorgioufnes  of  their  apparel  to  re- 
prelente  verye  goddes,  and  wyth  the  brighte  fhyninge 
md  glifterynge  of  their  gay  clothing  to  dafell  the  eyes  of 
the  filie  poore  Utopians.  So  there  came  in.  iii.  Ambaffa- 
dours with.  c.  [an  hundred]  leruauntes  all  apparelled  in 
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chaungeable  colour^:  the  mofte  of  them  infilkes:  tl 
Ambafradoursthemfelves(for  athomem  their  ownecou: 
trey  they  were  noble  men)  in  cloth  of  gold,  with  gre; 
cheines  of  gold,  with  golde  hanginge  at  their  eare 
with  gold  ringes  upon  their  fingers,  with  brouches  ar 
aglettes  of  gold  vpon  their  cappes,  which  gliflered  f 
of  peerles  and  precious  flones :  to  be  fhort  trimme< 
and  adourned  with  al  thofe  thinges,  which  among  t! 
Utopians  were  either  the  punifliement  of  bondmen,  ( 
the  reproche  of  fnfamed  perfones,  or  elles  trifels  f( 
yonge  children  to  playe  withal.  Therefore  it  wolc 
haue  done  a  man  good  at  his  harte  to  haue  fene  ho\N 
proudelye  they  difpleyed  theire  pecockes  fethers,  ho\^ 
muche  they  made  of  theire  paynted  flieathes,  and  ho\^ 
loftely  they  fet  forth  and  aduaunced  them  felfes,  whe 
they  compared  their  gallaunte  apparrell  with  the  pooi 
rayment  of  the  Utopians.  For  al  the  people  wei 
fwarmed  forth  into  the  flretes.  And  on  the  other  fie 
it  was  no  leffe  pleafure  to  confider  howe  muche  the 
were  deceaued,  and  how  farre  they  miffed  of  the 
purpofe  being  contrary  wayes  taken,  then  they  thougl 
they  fhould  haue  bene.  For  to  the  eyes  of  all  th 
Utopians,  excepte  very  fewe,  which  had  bene  in  oth( 
countreys  for  fome  refonable  caufe,  al  that  gorgeoufn( 
of  apparrel  feemed  fhamefull  and  reprocheful.  In  j 
muche  that  they  mofl  reuerently  faluted  the  vilefl  ar 
mofl  abiect  of  them  for  lordes  :  paffing  ouer  the  Ar 
baffadoures  themfelfes  without  any  honour:  iudgir 
them  by  their  wearing  of  golden  cheynes  to  be  bon 
men.  Yea  you  fhoulde  haue  fene  children  alio,  that  h: 
cafle  away  their  peerles  and  pretious  flones,  wh( 
they  fawe  the  like  flicking  vpon  the  Ambaffadoi 
cappes :  digge  and  pufhe  theire  mothers  vnder 
.  fides,  fainge  thus  to  them.     Loke  moth 

wittie  ea  ,  |^^^  great  a  lubbor  doth  yet  were  peer 
and  precious  floones,  as  though  he  were  a  litel  chi 
flil.  But  the  mother,  yea  and  that  alfo  in  good  earne: 
peace  fone,  faithe  fhe :  I  thinke  he  be  fome  of 
Ambaffadours  fooles.     Some  founde  faulte  at  the 
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golden  cheines,  as  to  no  vfe  nor  purpofe,  being  fo 
fmal  and  weake,  that  a  bondeman  might  eafely  breake 
them,  and  agayne  fo  wyde  and  large,  that  when  it 
pleafed  him,  he  myght  caft  them  of,  and  nmne  awaye 
at  libertye  whether  he  woulde.  But  when  the  Ambas- 
fadoures  hadde  bene  there  a  daye  or.  ii.  and  fawe  fo 
greate  abundaunce  of  gold  fo  lyghtely  efteimed,  yea  in 
no  leffe  reproche,  then  it  was  with  them  in  honour : 
and  befides  that  more  golde  in  the  cheines  and  gieues 
of  one  fugitiue  bondman,  then  all  the  coflelye  orna- 
mentes  of  them.  iii.  was  worth  :  they  beganne  to  abate 
their  courage,  and  for  very  fliame  layde  away  al  that  gor- 
gyoufe  array e,  whereof  they  were  fo  proud.  And  fpe- 
cyally  when  they  had  talked  familiarlye  with  the  Uto- 
pians, and  had  learned  al  theire  faffions  and  opinions. 
For  they  marueyle  that  any  men  be  fo  fol-  Doubtefui  he 
yfhe,  as  to  haue  delite  and  pleafure  in  the   caiiethit, 

1  /-   1       Tn       •  r         1      '1  rr  ^  either  in  consi- 

doubteful  glillennge  of  a  lytil  trytfelynge  deration  and  re- 
Rone,  which  maye  beholde  annye  of  the  tSe^'ston"^; 
flarres,  or  elles  the  fonne  itfelfe.    Or  that  or  eiies  he  call- 

.     r  11  .  A  T  •       r  ic      eth  doubtefui 

anye  man  is  fo  madde,  as  to  count  mm  lelie  very  uttei 
the  nobler  for  the  fmaller  or  fyner  threde   ^orthe. 
of  wolle,  which  felfe  fame  wol  (be  it  now  in  neuer  fo 
fyne  a  fponne  threde)  a  fhepe  did  ones  weare  :  and  yet 
was  fhe  all  that  time  no  other  thing  then  a  fhepe. 
They  marueile  alfo  that  golde,  whych  of  the  owne  na- 
ture is  a  thinge  fo  vnprofytable,  is  nowe  amonge  all 
people  in  fo  hyghe  eflimation,  that  man  him  felfe,  by 
whome,  yea  and  for  the  vfe  of  whome  it  is  fo  much  fet 
by,  is  in  muche  leffe  eflimation,  then  the  golde  it  felfe. 
In  fo  muche  that  a  lumpyfhe  blockehedded  a  true  saing 
churle,  and  whyche  hathe  no  more  wytte  ^^^  ^  wittie. 
then  an  affe,  yea  and  as  ful  of  noughtynes  as  of  follye, 
fhall  haue  neuertheles  manye  wyfe  and  good  men  in 
fubiectyon  and  bondage,  only  for   this,  bycaufe   he 
hath  a  greate  heape  of  golde.     Whyche  yf  it  fhoulde 
be  taken  from  hym  by  anye  fortune,  or  by  fome  fubtyll 
wyle  and  cautele  of  the  lawe,  (whyche  no  leffe  then 
fortune  dothe  bothe  raife  vp  the  lowe,  and  plucke 
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downe  the  highe)  and  be  geuen  to  the  mofle  vile  flaiia 
and  abiect  dryuell  of  all  his  houfholde,  then  fhortely 
after  he  fhal  goo  into  the  feruice  of  his  feruaunt,  as  an 
augmentation  nor  ouerplus  befide  his  money.  But  they 
Howe  muche  muche  more  maruell  at  and  detefl  the  mad- 
iTthelheidis  ^^^  ^^  them,  whyche  to  thofe  riche  men, 
oftheUtopi-  in  whofe  debte  and  daunger  they  be  not. 
^mmon"sorte^  ^o  giuc  almofl  diuine  honoures,  for  none 
ofchristianes.  other  confideration,  but  bicaufe  they  be 
riche :  and  yet  Icnowing  them  to  bee  fuche  nigefhe 
penny  fathers,  that  they  be  fure  as  longe  as  they  Hue, 
not  the  worthe  of  one  farthinge  of  that  heape  of  gold 
fhail  come  to  them. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  opinions  haue  they  conceaued, 
partely  by  education,  beinge  brought  vp  in  that 
common  wealth,  whole  lawes  and  cuflomes  be  farre 
different  from  thefe  kindes  of  folly,  and  partely  by 
good  litterature  and  learning.  For  though  there  be 
not  many  in  euery  citie,  which  be  exempte  and  dif- 
charged  of  all  other  laboures,  and  appointed  only  to 
learning,  that  is  to  faye :  fuche  in  whome  euen  from 
theire  very  childhode  they  haue  perceaued  a  fmgular 
towardnes,  a  fyne  witte,  and  a  minde  apte  to  good 
learning :  yet  all  in  their  childhode  be  inftructe  in  learn- 
inge.  And  the  better  parte  of  the  people,  bothe  men 
and  women  throughe  oute  all  their  whole  lyffe  doo  be- 
ftowe  in  leaminge  thofe  fpare  houres,  which  we  fayde 
The  studies  they  haue  vacante  from  bodelye  laboures. 
alm)n^rthe^^  They  be  taughte  learninge  in  theire  owne 
utopianes.  natyue  tong.  For  it  is  bothe  copious  in 
woordes,  and  alfo  pleafaunte  to  the  eare  :  and  for  the 
vtteraunce  of  a  mans  minde  very  perfecte  and  fure. 
The  moofle  parte  of  all  that  fyde  of  the  worlde  vfeth 
the  fame  langage,  fauinge  that  amonge  the  Utopians 
it  is  fynefle  and  purefle,  and  accordinge  to  the  diuer- 
fytye  of  the  countreys  it  is  d3^uerflye  alterede.  Of  all 
thefe  Philofophers,  whofe  names  be  heare  famous  in 
this  parte  of  the  worlde  to  vs  knowen,  before  oure  cum- 
mynge  thether  not  afmuche  as  the  fame  of  annye  oi 
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them  was  cumen  amonge  them.     And  yet    Musike 
in  Mufike,  Logike,  Arythmetyke,  and  Geo-    Amh^'emetike 
metrye  they  haue  founde  oute  in  a  manner    Geometric 
all  that  oure  auncient  Philofophers  haue  tawghte.    But 
as  they  in  all  thinges  be  almofle  equal  to  oure  olcle 
auncyente  clerkes,  fo  oure  newe  Logiciens  in  fubtyl 
inuentions  haue  farre  paffed  and  gone  beyonde  them. 
For  they  haue  not  deuyfed  one  of  all  thofe   j^  , . 
rules  of  reflrictions,  amplifications  and  fup-  semelhewhea. 
pofitions,  verye  wittelye  inuented  in  the   "^ppi"g  taume. 
fmall  Logicalles,  whyche  heare  oure  children  in  euery 
place  do  learne.  Furtheremore  they  were  neuer  yet  hable 
to  fynde  out  the  feconde  intentions :  infomuche  that 
none  of  them  all  coulde  euer  fee  man  himlelfe  in  com- 
men,  as  they  cal  him,  thoughe  he  be  (as  you  knowe) 
bygger  than  euer  was  annye  gyaunte,  yea  and  poynteu 
;o  of  vs  euen  wyth  our  fynger.     But  they 
be  in  the  courfe  of  the  flarres,  and  the  mou-  ^^^^°"«"^i«- 
^nges  of  the  heauenly  fpheres  verye  expert  and  cun- 
lynge.    They  haue  alfo  wittely  excogitated  and  diuifed 
!nflrumentes  of  diuers  faffions  :  wherein  is  exactly  com- 
prehended and  conteyned  the  mouynges  and  lituations 
Df  the  fonne,  the  mone,  and  of  al  the  other  flarres, 
kvhich  appere  in  theire  horizon.    But  as  for  the  amity es 
md  diffentions  of  the  pianettes,  and  all  that  yet  amonge 
ieceyteful  diuination  by  the  flarres,  they  christians^this 
leuer  afmuch  as  dreamed  thereof  Raynes,   fstemed  tlles^ 
vindes,  and  other  courfes  of  tempefles  they  ^^ies. 
cnowe  before  by  certeine  tokens,  which  they  haue 
earned  by  long  vfe  and  obferuation.     But   Naturaii  phi- 
Df  the  caufes  of  al  thefe  thinges  and  of  the  }°„'°P^^dgr 
^bbinge,  flowinge,  and  faltenes  of  the  fea,   mostvncertein, 
md  finallye  of  the  original  begynnynge  and  nature  of 
leauen  and  of  the  worlde,  they  holde  partelye  the  fame 
opinions  that  oure  olde  Philofophers  hold,  and  partely, 
IS  our  Philofophers  varye  among  themfelfes,  fo  they 
ilfo,  whiles  they  bringe  newe  reafons  of  thinges,  do 
difagree  from  all  them,  and  yet  among  themfelfes  in  all 
poyntes  they  doe  not  accorde.     In  that  part  of  Phi- 
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Moral  phiioso-  lofophic,  wliich  intreateth  of  manners  an 
phie.  vertue,  theire  reafons  and  opinions  agre 

with  ours.  They  difpute  of  the  good  qualityes  of  tl 
fowle,  of  the  body,  and  of  fortune.  And  whether  tl" 
The  order  of  name  of  goodnes  maye  be  apphed  to  a 
goodthinges.  thefe,  or  onlye  to  the  endowments  an 
giftes  of  the  foule. 

They  reafon  of  vertue  and  pleafure.  But  the  chie 
The  endes  ot  *  ^^d  principall  queflion  is  in  what  thing 
goodthhiges.  be  it  one  or  moe,  the  fehcitye  < 
man  confiflethe.  But  in  this  poynte  they  feme  a 
moofLe  to  muche  geuen  and  enclyned  i 
nes^hoidTo^py-  the  opiuion  of  them,  which  defende  pie 
nion  that  feiy-  f^J.g  wherein  they  determine  either  all  ( 

Cytie       consist-        -,         \    '     r    n  r  r   T     '  n 

ethe  in  honest  the  chiefyfLe  parte  of  mans  felicitye  to  rell 
pleasure.  j^^^  (wliyche  is  more  to  bee  marueled  a 

the  defenfe  of  this  foo  deyntye  and  delicate  an  opinio 
they  fetche  euen  from  theire  graue,  fharpe,  bytter,  ar 
The  principles  rygorous  religion.  For  they  neuer  difpu 
of  phiiosophye   ^f  felicity  or  bleffcdncs,  but  they  ioyi 

grounded  vpon  J  /•    tm  -i     r      i 

religion.  viito  the  rcalons  of  Fhilolophye  certeyi 

principles  taken  oute  of  religion  :  wythoute  the  whycl 
to  the  inuefligation  of  trewe  felicitye  they  thynke  reafc 
Thetheoiogie  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  wcakc  and  vnperfecte.  Tho 
of  the  utopi-  principles  be  thefe  and  fuch  lyke.  Th 
^^^'  the  foule  is  immortal :  and  by  ye  bountif 

The  immorta-     goodncs  of  God  ordeincd  to  felicitie.    Th 
le '  wherof  the-  ^^  ^^^  vcrtucs  and  good  deades  reward 
se  dayes  cer-     be  appointed  after  this  life,  and  to  our  eu 
ane's^£^[rdou-  deadcs  puniflimentes.      Though  thefe 
^te-  perteyning  to  religion,  yet  they  thincke 

mete  that  they  fhoulde  bebeleued  and  graunted  by  proi 
of  reafon.  But  yf  thefe  principles  were  condempn 
and  dyfanulled,  then  without  anye  delaye  they  pi 
nounce  no  man  to  be  fo  folifli,  whiche  woulde  not 
all  his  diligence  and  endeuoure  to  obteyne  pleafure 
ryght  or  wronge,  onlye  auoydynge  this  inconueniena 
that  the  leffe  pleafure  fhould  not  be  a  let  or  hind 
aunce  to  the  bigger :  or  that  he  laboured  not  for  tl 
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pleafure,  whiche  would  bringe  after  it  dis-  As  euerypiea- 
pieafure,  greefe,   and    forrow.      For  they  t^ZZtn^:! 
iudge  it  extreame  madnes  to  folowe  fliarpe   so  grefe  is  not 
and  peinfiil  vertue,  and  not  only  to  banniflie   tut  fo?"verufes 
ye  pleafure  of  life,  butalfo  willingly  to  suffer  s^^^- 
griefe,  without  anye  hope  of  proffit  thereof  enfuinge.  For 
what  proffit  can  there  be,  if  a  man,  when  he  hath  paffed 
ouer  all  his  lyfe  vnpleafauntly,  that  is  to  fay,  miferablye, 
(hall  haue  no  rewarde  after  his  death  ?     But  nowe  fyr 
they  thinke  not  felicitie  to  refte  in  all  pleafure,  but  only  in 
that  pleafure  that  is  good  and  honefle,  and  that  hereto, 
as  to  perlet  bleflednes  our  nature  is  allured  and  drawen 
euen  of  vertue,  whereto  onlye  they  that  be  of  the  con 
trary  opinion  do  attribute  lelicitie.     For  they  define 
vertue  to  be  life  ordered  according  to  nat-   in  this  defini- 
ure,  and  that  we  be  here  vnto  ordeined  of  Jl°"  °^  vertue 

1  *       1    1         1        1      1       /-  Ti  ^"^y  ^Si"e  with 

god.  And  that  he  dothe  followe  the  courfe  the  Stoidans. 
of  nature,  which  in  defiering  and  refufinge  thinges  is 
ruled  by  realon.  Furthermore  that  reafon  ^, 
doth  chiefely  and  principallye  kendle  in  effecte  of  reas- 
men  the  loue  and  veneration  of  the  deuine  °"  "^  "^^'^• 
maieftie.  Of  whofe  goodnes  it  is  that  we  be,  and  that 
we  be  in  poffibilitie  to  attayne  felicite.  And  that  fe- 
condarely  it  bothe  flirrethe  and  prouoketh  vs  to  leade 
our  lyfe  oute  of  care  in  ioy  and  mirth,  and  alfo  moueth 
vs  to  helpe  and  further  all  other  in  refpecte  of  ye  fociete 
of  nature  to  obteine  and  enioye  ye  fame.  For  there 
was  neuer  man  fo  earnefl  and  paineful  a  follower  of 
vertue  and  hater  of  pleafure,  yat  wold  fo  inioyne  you 
laboures,  watchinges,  and  faflinges,  but  he  would  alfo 
exhort  you  to  eafe,  lighten,  and  relieue,  to  your  powre, 
ye  lack  and  mifery  of  others,  prayfing  the  fame  as  a 
dede  of  humanitie,  and  pitie.  Then  if  it  be  a  poynte 
of  humanitie  for  man  to  bring  health  and  comforte  to 
man,  and  fpeciallye  (which  is  a  vertue  mofte  peculiarlye 
belonging  to  man)  to  mitigate  and  affuage  the  greife  of 
others,  and  by  takyng  from  them  the  forowe  and  heuy- 
nes  of  lyfe,  to  reftore  them  to  ioye,  that  is  to  faye  to 
pleafure :  whie  maye  it  not  then  be  fayd,  that  nature 
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doth  prouoke  euerye  man  to  doo  the  fame  to  himfelfe? 

Kut  nowe  a  ^^^  ^  ioyiuU  lyfe,  that  is  to  fay,  a  pleafaunt 

d'aiessome  ther  lyfc  is  either  euel :  and  if  it  be  lo,  then  thou 

inliye^pr'^cure  A^ouldeft  not  onlye  helpe  no  man  therto, 

vnto  themsei-  but  rather,  as  much  as  in  the  Heth,  with- 

grfefes  "as"^  drawe  all  men  frome  it,  as  noyfome  and  hurte- 

thoughe  therin  f^i   qj.  q\^  [f  ^-^qu  ^ot  Only  mayfte,  but  alfc 

rested  some  '.  •'  ■' .      ^ 

hieghe  pointe  01  dewty  art  bouud  to  procure  it  to  others 
wSsTatheV  why  not  chiefely  to  the  lelfe  ?  To  whome 
the  religiously  thou  art  bound  to  fhew  afmuch  fauoure  anc 
son^yTthe^yhap-  gcntclncs  as  to  Other.  For  when  nature 
pen'to him  either  biddeth  the  to  bc  good  and  eentle  to  othe: 

by  chaunce  or  i      i         i  i 

eiiesbynatu-  ilic  commaundcth  the  not  to  be  cruel 
oughTprcie^tl  and  vngentle  to  the  felfe.  Therefore  euer 
lye  to  receaue  very  naturc  (faye  they)  prefcribeth  to  vs  i 
bu  ert  em.  j^^^^^  ^yi^^  that  is  to  fay,  plcafure  as  th( 
ende  of  all  oure  operations.  And  they  define  vertu( 
to  be  lyfe  ordered  accordynge  to  the  prefcripte  o 
nature.  But  in  that  that  nature  dolhe  allure  and  pro 
uoke  men  one  to  healpe  another  to  lyue  meril] 
(which  fuerly  flie  doth  not  without  a  good  caufe 
for  no  man  is  fo  farre  aboue  the  lotte  of  mans  ftat< 
or  condicion,  that  nature  dothe  carke  and  care  for  hyn 
onlye,  whiche  equallye  fauourethe  all,  that  be  compre 
hended  vnder  the  communion  of  one  fliape  formi 
and  faffion)  verely  fhe  commaundeth  the  to  vfe  dili 
gent  circumfpection,  that  thou  do  not  fo  feke  for  thin 
owne  commodities,  that  thou  procure  others  incom 
raodities.  Wherefore  theire  opinion  is,  that  not  on 
Bargaynesand  coucnauntcs  and  bargayucs  made  amon: 
Lawes.  priuatc  men  ought  to  be  well  and  fayth( 

fullye  fulfilled,  obferued,  and  kepte,  but  alfo  comme 
lawes,  w4iiche  either  a  good  prince  hath  iudly  pu 
lyfhed,  or  els  the  people  neither  oppreffed  with  tyrai 
nye,  neither  deceaued  by  fraude  and  gyell,  hath 
theire  common  confent  conflituted  and  ratifyed,  coi 
cerninge  the  particion  of  the  cojnmodities  of  lyfe,  thi 
is  to  fay,  the  matter  of  plealure.  Thefe  lawes  not  o: 
ended,  it  is  wyfdome*  that  thou  looke  to  thine  ow 
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wealthe.  And  to  doe  the  fame  for  the  common  wealth 
is  no  leffe  then  thy  duetie,  if  thou  beareft  any  reuerent 
loue,  or  any  naturall  zeale  and  affection  to  thy  natiue 
countreye.  But  to  go  about  to  let  an  other  man  of  his 
pleafure,  whiles  thou  procurefl  thine  owne,  that  is  open 
wrong.  Contrary  wyfe  to  withdrawe  fomethinge  from 
the  felfe  to  geue  to  other,  that  is  a  pointe  of  humanitie 
and  gentilnes :  whiche  neuer  taketh  awaye  fo  muche 
commoditie,  as  it  bringethe  agayne.  For  it  is  recom- 
penfed  with  the  retourne  of  benefytes,  and  ^.^^  ^ 
the  confcience  of  the  good  dede,  with  the  course  of  kiad- 
remembraunce  of  the  thankefull  loue  and  "^^• 
beneuolence  of  them  to  whom  thou  haft  done  it,  doth 
bringe  more  pleafure  to  thy  mynde,  then  that  whiche 
thou  haft  withholden  from  thy  felfe  could  haue  brought 
to  thy  bodye.  Finallye  (which  to  a  godly  difpofed  and 
a  religious  mind  is  eafy  to  be  perfuaded)  God  recom- 
penfeth  the  gifte  of  a  fhort  and  fmal  pleafure  with  great 
and  euerlaflinge  ioye.  Therfore  the  matter  diligently 
weyede  and  confidered,  thus  they  thinke,  that  all  our 
actions,  and  in  them  the  vertues  themfelfes  be  referred 
at  the  lafL  to  pleaiure,  as  their  ende  and  felicitie.  Plea- 
fure they  call  euery  motion  and  ftate  of  the  The  definition 
bodie  or  mynde,  wherin  man  hath  naturally  of  Pleasure, 
delectation.  Appetite  they  ioyne  to  nature,  and  that 
not  without  a  good  caufe.  For  like  as,  not,  only  the 
fenfes,  but  alfo  right  reafon  coueteth  whatfoeuer  is  natu- 
rally pleafaunt,  for  yat  it  may  be  gotten  without  wrong 
or  iniurie,  not  letting  or  debarring  a  greater  pleaiure, 
nor  caufmg  painful  labour,  euen  fo  thofe  thinges  that 
men  by  vaine  ymagination  do  fayne  againft  nature  to 
be  pleafaunt  (as  thousrh  it  laye  in  their   ^  , 
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power  to  chaunge  ye  thinges,  as  they  do  terfeate pieasu- 
ye  names  of  thinges)  al  fuche  pleafures  ^^^' 
they  beleue  to  be  of  fo  fmall  helpe  and  furtheraunce 
to  felicitie,  that  they  counte  them  a  great  let  and  hin- 
deraunce.  Becaufe  that  in  whom  they  haue  ones  taken 
place,  all  his  mynde  they  poffeffe  with  a  falfe  opinion 
of  pleafure.     So  that  there  is  no  place  left  for  true  and 
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naturall  delectations.  For  there  he  many  thinges, 
which  of  their  owne  nature  conteyne  no  plefauntnes  ; 
yea  the  mofle  parte  of  them  muche  griefe  and  forrowe. 
And  yet  throughe  the  peruerfe  and  mahcyous  flicker- 
inge  inticementes  of  lewde  and  vnhonefLe  defyres,  be 
taken  not  only  for  fpeciall  and  fouereigne  pleafures,  but 
alfo  be  counted  amonge  the  chiefe  caufes  of  life.  In 
this  counterfeat  kinde  of  pleafure  they  put  them  that 
Theerrourof  ^  fpake  of  beforc.  Wliichc  the  better 
themthatestemegownes  tliey^hauc  on,  the  better  men  they 
moS^for  appar- thinke  them  felfes.  In  the  which  thing 
relies  sake.  ^j-^gy  ^qq  twyle  crre.  For  they  be  no  leffe 
deceaued  in  that  they  thinke  theire  gowne  the 
better,  than  they  be,  in  that  they  thinke  themfelfes 
the  better  For  if  you  confider  the  profitable  vfe  of 
the  garmente,  whye  fhould  wulle  of  a  fyner  fponne 
threde,  be  thoug[h]t  better,  than  the  wul  of  a  courfe 
fponne  threde?  Yet  they,  as  though  the  one  did  paffe 
the  other  by  nature,  and  not  by  their  miflakyng,  au- 
aunce  themfelfes,  and  thinke  the  price  of  their  owne 
perfones  thereby  greatly  encreafed.  And  therefore  the 
honour,  which  in  a  courfe  gowne  they  durfte  not  haue 
loked  for,  they  require,  as  it  were  of  dewtie,  for  theyr 
fyner  gownes  fake.  And  if  they  be  paffed  by  without 
reuerence,  they  take  it  difpleafauntlyand  difdainfullye. 
„  ,. ,  ^  And  agayne  is  it  not  lyke  madnes  to  take 

Folish  honore.  j      •  j  r^    i  i     i  -k 

a  pryde  m  vayne  and  vnprontable  honours? 
For  what  naturall  or  trewe  pleafure  doefl  thou  take  of 
an  other  mans  bare  hede,  or  bowed  knees?  Will  this 
eafe  the  paine  of  thy  knees,  or  remedie  the  phrenfie  of 
thy  hede  ?  In  this  ymage  of  counterfeite  pleafure,  they 
be  of  a  maruelous  madneffe,  whiche  for  the  opinion  of 
nobilitie,  reioyfe  muche  in  their  owne  conceyte.  Be- 
Vaine  nobiii-  caufe  it  was  their  fortune  to  come  of  fuche 
tie.  auncetoures,  whofe  flocke  of  longe  tyme 

hathe  bene  counted  ryche  (for  nowe  nobiUtie  is  nothing 
elles)  fpeciallye  riche  in  landes.  And  though  their 
auncetours  left  them  not  one  foote  of  lande,  or  els 
they  themfelues  haue  pyffed  it  agaynfle  the  wallas,  yet 
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hey  thinke  themfelues  not  the  lelTe  noble  therfore  of 
me  heare.     In  this  number  alfo  they  counte  them  that 
a.ke  pleafure  and  dehte  (as  I  faid)  in  gem-  pj^^^^^^.^  j„ 
les  and  precious  flones,  and  thynke  them-    precious  sto- 
^lues  ahnoae  goddes,  if  they  chaunce  to  nesmostfoiish. 
ette  an  excellente  one,  fpeciallye  of  thatkynde,  whiche 
1  that  tyme  of  their  own  countre  men,  is  xheopinionand 
ad  in  hyghefl  eflimation.     For  one  kynde  fansie  of  peo- 
f  flone  kepeth  not  his  pryce  flyll  in  all  meiu'^and  dimi- 
ountreis,  and  at  all  times.     Nor  they  bye  "i'^l^e  ^^^  p^^^^^ 
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lem  not,  but  taken  out  of  the  golde,  and  of  precious  sto- 
lare :  no  nor  fo  neither,  vntyll  they  haup  "^^• 
lade  the  feller  to  fweare,  that  he  will  warraunte  and  as- 
ire  it  to  be  a  true  flone,  and  no  counterfeit  gemme. 
uche  care  they  take  left  a  counterfeite  flone  fliould 
leceaue  their  eyes  in  fleade  of  a  ryghte  flone.     But 
^hy  Ihouldefl  thou  not  take  euen  afmuche  pleafure  in 
leholdynge  a  counterfeite  flone,  whiche  thine  eye  can- 
ot  difcerne  from  a  righte  flone  ?     They 
loulde  bothe  be  of  lyke  value  to  thee,   treas°urernot 
uen  as  to  the  blynde  man.     What  fhall  I   occupiyng  the 
lye  of  them,  that  kepe  fuperfluous  riches, 
D  take  delectation  only  in  the  beholdinge,  and  not  in 
lie  vfe  or  occupiynge  thereof?     Do  they  take  trew 
•leafure,  or  elles  be  thei  deceaued  with  falfe  pleafure  ? 
)r  of  them  that  be  in  a  contrarie  vice,   Hydersoftrea- 
idinge  the  gold  whiche  they  fhall  neuer  sure, 
ccupye,  nor  peraduenture  neuer  fe  more  ?   And  whiles 
ley  take  care  leafle  they  fhall  leefe  it,  do  leefe  it  in  dede. 
or  what  is  it  elles,  when  they  hyde  it  in  the  ground, 
ikynge  it  bothe  from  their  owne  vfe,  and  perchaunce 
ome  all  other  mennes  alfo  ?     And  yet  thou,  when  thou 
afle  hydde  thy  treafure,  as  one  out  of  all  a prettie fiction 
are,  hoppefl  for  ioye.     The  whiche  trea-  and  a  wittie. 
ire,  yf  it  fhoulde  chaunce  to  bee  flolen.  and  thou  igno- 
lunt  of  the  thefte  fhouldeft  dye  tenne  years  after:  all 
lat  tenne  yeares  fpace  that  thou  lyuedefl  after  thy 
loney  was  doolen,  what  matter  was  it  to  thee,  whether 
hadde  bene  taken  awaye  or  elles  fafe  as  thou  leftelle 
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it  ?  Trewlye  both  wayes  like  profytte  came  to  tlie 
To  thefe  fo  foolyfhe  pleafures  they  ioyne  dicers,  who 
madneffe  they  knowe  by  hearfay,  and  n^ 
ice  p  aye.  ^^  ^^^^  Huntcrs  alfo,  and  hawkers.  I  < 
what  pleafure  is  there  (fay  they)  in  caflinge  the  di( 
vpon  a  table.  Which  thou  haft  done  fo  often,  that 
there  wer  any  pleafure  in  it,  yet  the  oft  vfe  might  mal 
Huntinge  and  ^^^^^  wcHe  thcrcof  ?  Or  what  delite  Cc 
hawkinge.  there  be,  and  not  rather  dyfpleafure 
hearynge  the  barkynge  and  howlynge  of  dogges?  ( 
what  greater  pleafure  is  there  to  be  felte,  when  a  dog! 
foUoweth  an  hare,  then  when  a  dogge  followeth  a  dogg 
for  one  thinge  is  done  in  bothe,  that  is  to  faye,  ru 
nynge,  yf  thou  hafle  pleafure  therin.  But  yf  the  ho] 
of  flaughter,  and  the  expectation  of  tearynge  in  pec 
the  beafle  doth  pleafe  thee:  thou  fhouldefl  rather  1 
moued  with  pitie  to  fee  a  felye  innocente  hare  murder( 
of  a  dogge  :  the  weake  of  the  flronger,  the  fearefull 
the  fearce,  the  innocente  of  the  cruell  and  vnmercyfu 
Hunting  the  Therefore  all  thys  exercyfe  of  huntynge, 
basest  parte  of  a  thyugc  vnwortliye  to  be  vfed  of  free  me 
th^uropians,"^  the  Utopians  haue  reiected  to  their  be 
and  yet  this  is  chcrs  to  the  wiiiche  crafte  (as  we  fayde  1: 
cise  of  most  no-  iorc)  they  appointe  their  bondemen.  F 
bie  men.  ^-j-^^y  couute  huntyuge  the  lowefl,  the  v; 

efle,  and  moofle  abiecte  part  of  boucherie,  and  t 
other  partes  of  it  more  profitable,  and  more  honefte, 
bryngynge  muche  more  commoditie,  in  that  they  k 
beafles  onely  for  neceffitie.  Where  as  the  hunter  feke 
nothinge  but  pleafure  of  the  feelye  and  wofull  beafl 
flaughter  and  murder.  The  whiche  pleafure  in  beho 
inge  deathe,  they  thinke  doeth  rife  in  the  very  beafl 
either  of  a  cruel  affection  of  mind,  or  els  to  be  chai 
ged  in  continuaunce  of  time  into  crueltie,  by  longe 
of  fo  cruell  a  pleafure.  Thefe  therfore  and  all  fuc 
like,  whiche  be  innumerable,  though  the  common  fo: 
of  people  doth  take  them  for  pleafures,  yet  they,  fei 
there  is  no  natural  pleafauntnes  in  them,  do  playi 
determine  them  to  haue  no  affinitie  with  trcw  and  riis 
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pleafure.  For  as  touchinge  that  they  do  commonly e 
moue  the  fenfe  with  delectation  (whiche  femeth  to  be 
a  woorke  of  pleafure)  this  doeth  nothynge  diminifhe 
their  opinion.  For  not  the  nature  of  the  thing,  but 
their  peruerfe  and  lewde  cuflome  is  the  caufe  hereof. 
Whiche  caufeth  them  to  accept  bitter  or  fowre  thynges 
for  fwete  thynges.  Euen  as  women  with  child  in 
their  viciate  and  corrupte  tafte,  thynke  pytche  and 
tallowe  fweter  then  any  honey.  Howbeit  no  mannes 
iudgemente  depraued  and  corrupte,  either  by  fyckenes,  or 
by  cufLome,  can  chaunge  the  nature  of  pleafure,  more 
ihen  it  can  do  the  nature  of  other  thinges.  They 
make  diuers  kindes  of  pleafures.  For  fome  The  kindes  of 
:hey  attribute  to  the  foule,  and  fome  to  trew  pleasures. 
:he  body.  To  the  foule  they  geue  intelligence,  and 
:hat  delectation,  that  commethe  of  the  contempla- 
:ion  of  trewth.  Hereunto  is  ioyned  the  pleafaunte 
•emembraunce  of  the  good  lyfe  pafle.  The  The  pleasures 
pleafure  of  the  bodye  they  deuide  into  ii.  o^thebodye. 
Dartes.  The  firll  is  when  delectation  is  fenfibly  felt 
md  perceaued.  Whiche  many  times  chaunceth  by 
;he  renewing  and  refrefhing  of  thofe  partes,  whiche 
Dure  naturall  heate  drieth  vp.  This  commeth  by 
neate  and  drynke.  And  fometymes  whyles  thofe 
hynges  be  expulfed,  and  voyded,  wherof  is  in  the 
Dody  ouer  great  abundaunce.  This  pleafure  is  felt, 
vhen  we  do  our  natural  eafement,  or  when  we  be 
loyng  the  acte  of  generation,  or  when  the  ytchinge 
)f  any  part  is  eafed  with  rubbyng  or  fcratchynge. 
Sometimes  pleafure  rifeth  exhibitinge  to  any  membre 
lothynge  that  it  defireth,  nor  takynge  from  it  any 
)aine  that  it  feeleth,  which  neuertheleffe  tikleth  and 
noueth  oure  fenfes  wyth  a  certeine  fecrete  efficacie, 
)ut  with  a  manifeft  motion  turnethe  them  to  it.  As 
s  that  whiche  commeth  of  muficke.  The  feconde  parte 
)f  bodely  pleafure  they  fay,  is  that  which  confifteth 
nd  refLeth  in  the  quiete,  and  vpryghte  flate 
)f  the  bodye.  And  that  trewlye  is  euerye  °  ^  ^  ^* '  * 
Liannes  owne  propre  health   entermingled  and   dis- 
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turbed  with  no  griefe.    For  this,  yf  it  be  not  letted  no 
affaulted  with  no  greif,  is  delectable  of  it  felfe,  though 
it  be  moued  with  no  externall  or  outwarde  pleafun 
For  though  it  be  not  fo  plain  and  manyfefle  to  the  fenft 
as  the  gredye  lufle  of  eatynge  and  drynkynge,   ye 
neuertheleffe  manye  take  it  for  the  chiefefle  pleafun 
All  the  Utopians  graunt  it  to  be  a  right  fouereign 
pleafure,  and  as  you  woulde  faye  the  foundation  an 
grounde  of  all  pleafures,  as  whiche  euen  alone  is  habl 
to  make  the  flate  and  condition  of  life  delectable  an 
pleafaunt.     And  it  beyng  once  taken  awaye,  there 
no  place  lefte  for  any  pleafure.     For  to  be  withoi 
greife  not  hauinge  health,  that  they  call  vnfenfibilitii 
and  not  pleafure.     The  Utopians  haue  long  a  go  r( 
iected  and  condempned  the  opinion  of  them,  whicl' 
fayde  that  ftedfafle  and  quiete  healthe  (for  this  que 
tion  alfo  hathe  bene  diligently  debated  amonge  then 
oughte  not  therfore  to  be  counted  a  pleafure,  bycau 
they  faye  it  can  not  be  prefentlye  and  fenfiblye  pe 
ceaued  and  felte  by  fome  outwarde  motion.     But  < 
the  contrarie  parte  nowe  they  agree  almoofle  all  i 
this,  that  healthe  is  a  moofl  foueraigne  pleafure.     F( 
feynge  that  in  fyckneffe  (faye  they)  is  greiffe,  whiche 
a  mortal  eneraie  to  pleafure,   euen  as  ficknes  is  " 
health,  why  fhould  not  then  pleafure  be  in  the  quie 
nes  of  health  ?     For  they  fay  it  maketh  nothing 
this  matter,  whether  you  faye  that  fyckneffe  is  a  grief 
or  that  in  fickenes  is  griefe,  for  all  commethe  to  o 
purpofe.     For  whether  health  be  a  pleafure  it  feL 
or  a  neceffary  caufe  of  pleafure,  as  her  is  of  heat 
truelye   bothe   waye   it   foloweth,    that    they   cann 
be  withoute  pleafure,  that  be  in  perfect  helth.     Fi 
thermore  whiles  we  eat  (fay  they)  then  healthe,  whic 
beganne  to  be  appayred,  fighteth  by  the   helpe 
foode  againfle  hunger.     In  the  which  fight,  whi 
health  by  litle  and  litle  getteth  the  vpper  hande,  tl 
fame  procedyng,  and  (as  ye  would  fay)  that  onwa 
nes  to  the  wonte   flrength  miniflreth   that  pleafu 
whereby  we  be  fo  refrefhed.     Health  therfore,  whic 
in  the  conflict  is  ioyefull,  fliall  it  not  be  mery,  wher 
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hath  gootten  the  victorie  ?  But  as  foone  as  it  hathe 
recouered  the  priflinate  flrength,  which  thing  onely  in 
all  the  fight  it  coueted,  fhal  it  incontinent  be  aflonied  ? 
Nor  fhal  it  not  know  nor  imbrace  the  owne  wealthe 
and  goodnes  ?  For  where  it  is  faid,  healthe  can  not 
be  felt :  this,  they  thinke,  is  nothing  trew.  For  what 
man  wakyng,  fay  they,  felethe  not  himfelfe  in  health  : 
but  he  that  is  not  ?  Is  there  anye  man  fo  poffeffed  with 
floniflie  infenfibilitie,  or  with  lethargic,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  fleping  ficknes,  that  he  will  not  graunt  healthe  to 
be   acceptable  to   him,    and   delectable  ?   ^^ , 

_  ,     ^       ,  ,  .  ;      T  .  ,  Delectation. 

But  what  other  thmge  is  delectation,  than 
that  whiche  by  an  other  name  is  called  plealure? 
They  imbrace  chieiiie  the  pleafures  of  the  The  pleasures 
mind.  For  them  they  counte  the  chiefift  ofthemynde. 
and  moft  principall  of  all.  The  chiefe  parte  of  them 
they  thinke  doth  come  of  the  exercife  of  vertue,  and 
confcience  of  good  life.  Of  thefe  pleafures  that  the 
body  minifLreth,  they  geue  ye  preeminence  to  helth. 
For  the  delite  of  eating  and  drinking,  and  whatfoeuer 
hath  any  like  pleafauntnes,  they  determyne  to  be  plea- 
fures muche  to  be  defired,  but  no  other  wayes  than  for 
healthes  fake.  For  fuche  thinges  of  their  own  proper 
nature  be  not  fo  pleafaunt,  but  in  that  they  refifle  ficke 
neffe  priuelie  fLealing  on.  Therfore  like  as  it  is  a  wife 
mans  part,  rather  to  auoid  ficknes,  then  to  wifhe  for 
medicines,  and  rather  to  driue  away  and  put  to  flight 
carefull  griefes,  then  to  call  for  comfort :  fo  it  is  muche 
better  not  to  neade  this  kinde  of  pleafure,  then  thereby 
to  be  eafed  of  the  contrarie  griefe.  The  whiche  kinde 
of  pleafure,  yf  anye  man  take  for  his  felicitie,  that 
man  mufl  nedes  graunt,  that  then  he  fhalbe  in  mofl 
felicitie,  if  he  Hue  that  life,  which  is  led  in  continuall 
hunger,  thurfle,  itchinge,  eatinge,  drynkynge,  fcratch- 
y^nge,  and  rubbing.  The  which  life  how  not  only  foule, 
ind  vnhoneft,  but  alfo  ho  we  miferabie,  and  wretched 
it  is,  who  perceueth  not?  Thefe  doubtles  be  the 
bafell  pleafures  of  al,  as  vnpure  and  vnperfect.  For 
they  neuer  come,  but  accompanied  with  their  contrarie 
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griefes.  As  with  the  pleafure  of  eating  is  ioyned 
hunger,  and  yat  after  no  very  egal  fort.  For  of  thefe. 
ii.  ye  griefe  is  both  the  more  vehement,  and  alfo  oi 
longer  continuaunce.  For  it  beginneth  before  the 
pleafure,  and  endeth  not  vntil  the  pleafure  die  with  it 
Wherefore  fuche  pleafures  they  thinke  not  greatlye  tc 
be  fet  by,  but  in  yat  thei  be  neceffari.  Howbeit  the) 
haue  delite  alfo  ir)  thefe,  and  thankfuUi  knowledge  ye 
tender  loue  of  mother  nature,  which  with  moft  plea- 
faunt  delectation  allureth  her  children  to  that,  to  the 
neceffarie  vfe  wherof  they  mufl  from  time  to  time  con- 
tinually be  forced  and  driuen.  For  how  wretched  anc 
miferable  fhould  our  life  be,  if  thefe  dailie  greffes  oi 
hunger  and  thurfl  coulde  not  be  driuen  awaye,  bul 
with  bitter  potions,  and  fower  medicines,  as  the  othei 
Thegiftesof  difeafcs  be,  wherewith  we  be  feldomei 
nature.  troublcd  ?      But  beutie,   {Irengthe,   nem 

blenes,  thefe  as  peculiar  and  pleafaunt  giftes  of  nature 
they  make  muche  of.  But  thofe  pleafures  that  b( 
receaued  by  the  eares,  the  eyes,  and  the  nofe,  which( 
nature  willeth  to  be  proper  and  peculiar  to  man  (for  nc 
other  liuinge  creature  doth  behold  the  fairenes  and  th( 
bewtie  of  the  worlde,  or  is  moued  with  any  refpecte  o 
fauours,  but  onely  for  the  diuerfitie  of  meates,  neithe: 
perceaueth  the  concordaunte  and  difcordant  diflauncej 
of  foundes,  and  tunes)  thefe  pleafures,  I  fay,  they  ac 
cept  and  alowe  as  certen  pleafaunte  reioyfmgesof  life 
But  in  all  thinges  this  cautel  they  vfe,  that  a  leff 
pleafure  hinder  not  a  bigger,  and  that  the  pleafure  b' 
no  caufe  of  difpleafure,  whiche  they  thinke  to  folow  o 
neceffitie,  if  the  pleafure  be  vnhonefle.  But  yet  h 
difpife  the  comlines  of  bewtie,  to  wafl  the  bodeli 
flrength,  to  turne  nimblenes  into  floughiflmeffe,  to  con 
fume  and  make  feble  the  bodie  with  faflinge,  to  d 
iniurie  to  healthe,  and  to  reiecte  the  pleafaunte  mc 
tions  of  nature,  onles  a  man  neglecte  thefe  commod 
ties,  whiles  he  dothe  with  a  feruent  zeale  procure  th 
wealth e  of  others,  or  the  commen  profite,  for  th 
whiche  pleafure  forborne,  he  is  in  hoopc  of  a  greate 
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pleafure  at  goddes  hande,  elles  for  a  vaine  fhaddow  of 
vertue,  for  the  wealth  and  profite  of  no  man,  to  pun- 
ifhe  himfelfe,  or  to  the  intente  he  maye  be  hable  cour- 
ragiouflie  to  fuffer  aduerfitie  :  which  perchaunce  fhall 
Qeuer  come  to  him,  this  to  do  they  thinke  it  a  point  of 
extreame  madnes,  and  a  token  of  a  man  cruellye 
minded  towardes  himfelfe,  and  vnkind  towards  nature, 
as  one  fo  difdaining  to  be  in  her  daunger,  that  he  re- 
tiounceth  and  refufeth  all  her  benefites. 

This  is  their  fentence  and  opinion  of  vertue  and 
pleafure.     And  they  beleue  that  by  mans  reafon  none 
can  be  found  trewer  then  this,  onles  any   Marke  this 
godlyer  be  infpired  into  man  from  heuen.   '^^^^• 
Wherin  whether  they  beleue  well  or  no  neither  the 
time  doth  fuffer  vs  to  difcuffe  neither  it  is  nowe  neces- 
farie.    For  we  haue  taken  vpon  vs  to  fhewe  and  declare 
their  lores  and  ordinaunces,  and  not  to  defende  them. 
But  this  thynge  I  beleue  verely :   howe  foeuer  thefe 
decres  be,  that  there  is  in  no  place  of  the  world, 
neyther  a   more   excellent   people,   neither   a   more 
flourifhynge  commen  wealth.      They  be  lyghte  and 
quickeof  bodie,full  of  actiuitie  and  nimble-  ^j^^  weaithe 
nes,  and  of  more   flrength  then  a  man  and  description 
woulde  iudge  them  by  their  flature,  which  ^^^^^^topians. 
for  all  that  is  not  to  lowe.     And  thoughe  theyr  foyle  be 
not  verie  frutefull,  nor  their  aier  very  wholfome,  yet 
againfte  the  ayer  they  fo  defende  them  widi  temperate 
diete,  and  fo  order  and  hufbande  their  grounde  with 
diligente  trauaile,  that  in  no  countrey  is  greater  in- 
creafe,  and  plenty e  of  corne  and  cattell,  nor  mens 
Dodies  of  longer  lyfe,  and  fubiect  or  apte  to  fewer  dis- 
eafes.     There  therfore  a  man  maye  fee  well,  and  dili- 
gentlie  exploited  and  furnifhed,  not  onelye  thofe  thinges 
whiche  hufbandemen  do  commenly  in  other  countreis, 
as  by  craft  and  cunninge  to  remedie  the  barrennes  oi 
the  grounde  :  but  alfo  a  whole  wood  by  the  handes  of 
the  people  plucked  vp  by  the  rootes  in  one  place,  and  fet 
againe  in  an  other  place.     Wherein  was  had  regard 
and  confideration,  not  of  plenty,  but  of  commodious 
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carriage,  that  wood  and  timber  might  be  nigher  to  the 
fea,  or  the  riuers,  or,  ye  cities.  For  it  is  leffe  laboure 
and  bufmeffe  to  carri  grayne  farre  by  land,  than  wood. 
The  people  be  gentle,  merie,  quicke,  and  fyne  witted, 
delitinge  in  quietnes,  and  when  nede  requireth,  hable 
to  abide  and  fuffer  much  bodelie  laboure.  Els  they 
be  not  greatly  defirous  and  fond  of  it :  but  in  the  exer- 
cife  and  fludie  of  the  mind  they  be  neuer  wery.  When 
The  vtiHtie  of  they  had  herd  me  fpeak  of  ye  greke  litcra- 
thegreketonge.  ^^^j.^  q^  Icmiug  (for  in  latin  there  was  noth- 
ing that  I  thought  they  would  greatly  alow,  befides 
hifloriens  and  Poetes)  they  made  wonderfull  earnefte 
and  importunate  fute  vnto  me  that  I  would  teach  and 
inflructe  them  in  that  tonge  and  learninge.  I  beganne 
therfore  to  reade  vnto  them,  at  the  firfl  truelie  more 
bicaufe.I  would  not  feme  to  refufe  the  laboure,  then 
that  I  hooped  that  they  would  any  thing  profite  therein. 
But  when  I  had  gone  forward  a  litle,  I  perceaued  in- 
continente  by  their  diligence,  that  my 
apTnTs  to  kar-  laboure  fhould  not  be  beflowed  in  vaine. 
ninge    in  the   jTor  they  bes^an  fo  eafelie  to  fafhion  their 

Utopians.  ,  /       .  ^.    - .  ,  , 

letters,  fo  plamlie  to  pronounce  the  woordes, 
fo  quickelie  to  learne  by  hearte,  and  fo  fuerlie  to  re- 
hearfe  the  fame,  that  I  maruailed  at  it,  fauinge  that 
But  now  most  tlic  mofl  parte  of  them  were  fine,  and 
biockheded  as-  chofcn  wittcs  and  of  ripe  age,  piked  oute 

ses  be  sette  to  .         r   ^      ^  i  i*i 

learninge,  and  of  the  companpe  of  the  Icamcd  men,  whiche 
wrtter?o"r?upt  i^ot  onclic  of  their  owne  free  and  voluntarie 
with  pleasures  will,  but  alfo  by  the  commaundemente  oi 
the  counfell,  vndertoke  to  learne  this  langage.  There- 
fore in  leffe  then  thre  yeres  fpace  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Greke  tonge  that  they  lacked.  They  were  hable 
to  rede  good  authors  withoute  anie  flaye,  if  the  booke 
were  not  falfe.  This  kynde  of  learninge,  as  I  fuppofe, 
they  toke  fo  muche  the  fooner,  bycaufe,  it  is  fumwhal 
allyaunte  to  them.  For  I  thinke  that  this  nation  tookc 
their  beginninge  of  the  Grekes,  bicaufe  their  fpeche 
which  in  al  other  poyntes  is  not  much  vnlyke  the 
Perfian  tonge,  kepeth  dyuers  fignes  and  tokens  of  the 
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greke  langage.  in  the  names  of  their  cityes,  and  of  theire 
magiflrates.  They  haue  of  me  (for  when  I  was  deter- 
niyned  to  entre  into  my.  iiii.  voyage,  I  cafle  into  the 
(hippe  in  the  fleade  of  marchandifc  a  prety  fardel  of 
bookes,  bycaufe  I  intended  to  come  againe  rather 
iieuer,  than  fliortly)  they  haue,  I  faye,  of  me  the  mofle 
parte  of  Platoes  workes,  more  of  Ariflotles,  alfo 
TheophrafLus  of  plantes,  but  in  diuers  places  (which  I 
am  forye  for)  vnperfecte.  For  whiles  we  were  a  fliip- 
borde,  a  marmofet  chaunced  vpon  the  booke,  as  it  was 
negligentlye  layde  by,  which  wantonlye  playinge  there- 
wyth  plucked  oute  certeyne  leaues,  and  toore  them  in 
pieces.  Of  them  that  haue  wrytten  the  grammer,  they 
haue  onelye  Lafcaris.  For  Theodorus  I  caried  not 
vvyth  me,  nor  neuer  a  dictionayre,  but  Hefichius,  and 
Diofcorides.  They  fett  greate  floore  by  Plutarches 
bookes.  And  they  be  delyted  wyth  Lucianes  mery 
conceytes  and  iefles.  Of  the  Poetes  they  haue  Ariflo 
phanes.  Homer,  Euripides,  and  Sophocles  in  Aldus 
fmall  prynte.  Of  the  Hiflorians  they  haue  Thucidides, 
Herodotus,  and  Herodian.  Alfo  my  companion, 
Tricius  Apinatus  caried  with  him  phifick  bokes,  cer- 
tein  fmal  woorkes  of  Hippocrates  and  Galenes  Micro- 
techne.  The  whyche  boke  they  haue  in  greate  efli- 
mation.  For  thoughe  there  be  almofl  no  nation  vnder 
heauen  that  hath  leffe  nede  of  Phificke  phisicke 
then  they,  yet  this  notwithflandyng,  hieghiy  regar- 
Pliificke  is  no  where  in  greater  honour.  ^  ' 
Bycaufe  they  counte  the  knowledge  of  it  among  the 
goodlyefle,  and  mofl  profytable  partes  of  Philofophie. 
Forwhyles  they  by  the  helpe  of  this  Philofophie  fearche 
oute  the  fecrete  myfteryes  of  nature,  they  thinke  them- 
felfes  to  receaue  therby  not  onlye  wonderfull  greate 
pleafure,  but  alfo  to  obteine  great  thankes  and  fauour 
of  the  autour  and  maker  therof.  Whome  they  thinke 
according  to  ye  faffion  of  other  artificers,  ^he  contem- 
to  haue  fet  furth  the  maruelous  and  gor-  piadon  of  na- 
gious  frame  of  the  world  for  man  with  great 
afteccion  intentiuely  to  beholde.    Whom  only  he  hath 
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made  of  witte,  and  capacitie  to  confidre  and  vnder- 
(land  the  excellencie  of  fo  great  a  woork.  And  there- 
fore he  beareth  (fay  they)  more  goodvvil  and  loue  to 
the  curious  and  diHgent  beholder  and  vewer  of  his 
woork  and  manielour  at  the  fame,  then  he  doth  to 
him,  which  Hke  a  very  brute  beafle  without  witte  and 
reafon,  or  as  one  without  fenfe  or  mouing,  hathe  no 
regarde  to  foo  greate  and  foo  wonderfull  a  fpectacle. 
The  wittes  therefore  of  the  Utopians  inurede  and  exer- 
cifed  in  learnynge,  be  marueilous  quycke  in  the  inuen- 
tion  of  feates  helpinge  annye  thinge  to  the  aduantage 
and  wealthe  of  lyfife.  Howbeit.  ii.  feates  theye  maye 
thanke  vs  for.  That  is,  the  fcyence  of  imprinting,  and 
the  crafte  of  makinge  paper.  And  yet  not  onelye  vs 
but  chiefelye  and  principallye  themfelfes. 

For  when  we  fhewede  to  them  Aldus  his  print  in 
bookes  of  paper,  and  told  them  of  the  flufTe  wherol 
paper  is  made,  and  of  the  feate  of  grauing  letters, 
(peaking  fumwhat  more,  then  we  colde  plainlye  declare 
(for  there  was  none  of  vs,  that  knewe  perfectlye  eithei 
the  one  or  the  other)  they  furthwith  very  wittely  con- 
iectured  the  thinge.  And  where  as  before  they  wrote 
onely  in  fkinnes,  in  barkes  of  tryes,  and  in  rides,  nowe 
they  haue  attempted  to  make  paper,  and  to  imprint 
letters.  And  thoughe  at  the  firfl  yt  proued  not  all  oi 
the  befle,  yet  by  often  affayinge  the  fame  they  fhortelyc 
got  the  feate  of  bothe.  And  haue  fo  broughte  the 
matter  aboute,  that  yf  they  had  copyes  of  Greeke 
authores,  they  coulde  lacke  no  bookes.  But  nowe 
they  haue  no  moore,  then  I  rehearfed  before,  fauinge 
that  by  pryntynge  of  bookes  they  haue  multiplyed  anc 
increafed  the  fame  into  manye  thoufandes  of  copies 
Whofoeuer  cummethe  thether  to  fee  the  lande,  being( 
excellent  in  anye  gifte  of  wytte,  or  throug[h]e  much( 
and  longe  iournienge  wel  experienfed  and  fene  in  the 
knoweledg[e]  of  many  countreies  (for  the  whyche  caufe 
wee  were  very  welcome  to  them)  him  they  receyue  anc 
interteyne  wonders  gentilly,  and  louinglye.  For  the) 
haue  delite  to  heare  what  is  done  in  eueiye  lande 
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lowbeit  veiye  fewe  merchaunte  men  come  thether. 
For  what  flioulde  they  bring  thether,  onles  it  were  Iron, 
Dr  els  gold  and  filuer,  whiche  they  hadde  rather  carrye 
lome  agayne  ?     Alfo  fuch  thinges  as  are  to  be  caryed 
)ute  of  theire  lande,  they  thinke  it  more  wyfedome 
;o  carry  that  gere  furthe  themfelfes,  then  that  other 
fhoiilde  come  thether  to  fetche  it, 
toth[e]  entente  they  maye  the  bet- 
ter knowe  the  out  landes  on 
euerye  fyde  of  tliem,  and 
kepe  in  vre  the  feate 
and  knowledge 
of  failinge. 

(&t  53ontrfmen,  jstcfee  ptv» 
js!on$,  l3oetiloc1fee,  anti  Hi* 

utx0  ot!)er  matterief» 

Hey  neither  make  bondemen  of  prifoners 
taken  in  battayle,  oneles  it  be  ^  marueious 
in  battaylle  that  they  foughte  equitie  of 
them  felfes,  nor  of  bondmens  ^h^^"^^^°"- 
children,  nor  to  be  fhort,  of  anye  fuche  as 
they  canne  gette  oute  of  forreine  countries,  though  he 
vere  theire  a  bondman.     But  either  fuche,  as  amonge 
liemfelfes  for  heinous  offences  be  punyfhed  with  bond- 
ige,  or  elles  fuche,  as  in  the  Cities  of  other  landes  for 
^reat  trefpaffes  be  condempned  to  deathe.     And  of 
;his  fort  of  bondemen  they  haue  moofle  floore. 

For  manye  of  them  they  bringe  home  fumtimes  pay- 
nge  very  lytle  for  them,  yea  moofle  commonlye  gett- 
mge  them  for  gramercye.  Thefe  fortes  of  bondemen 
hey  kepe  not  onely  in  continual  woorke  and  labour, 
)ut  alfo  in  bandes.  But  their  oune  men  they  handle 
lardefl,  whom  they  ludge  more  defperate,  and  to  haue 
eferaed  greater  puniffhemente,  bycaufe  they  being  fo 
jodlye  broughte  vp  to  vertue  in  foo  excelente  a  com- 
non  wealth,  could  not  for  all  that  be  refreined  from 
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mifdoing.  An  other  kinde  of  bondemen  they  hau< 
when  a  vile  drudge  being  a  poore  laborer  in  an  oth( 
countrey  doth  chuefe  of  his  owne  free  wyll  to  be 
bondman  among  them.  Thefe  they  intreate  an 
order  honeflly,  and  enterteine  almofle  as  gentellye,  c 
theire  owne  free  cytyzeins,  fauynge  that  they  put  thei 
to  a  lyttle  more  laboure,  as  thereto  accuflomed.  1 
annye  fuche,  be  difpofed  to  departe  thens  (whiche  fe 
dome  is  feene)^  they  neither  holde  him  againfle  h 
Of  them  that  wyll,  neither  fende  him  away  with  empt) 
be  sicke.  handes.    The  fycke  (as  I  fayde)  they  fee  1 

with  great  affection,  and  lette  nothing  at  al  paffe  co: 
cerninge  either  Phify eke  or  good  diete,  whereby  they  mc 
be  reflored  againe  to  their  health.  Such  as  be  ficke  < 
incurable  difeafes  they  comforte  with  fittinge  by  ther 
with  talkinge  with  them,  and  to  be  fhorte  with  a 
maner  of  helpes  that  may  be.  But  yf  the  difeafe  I 
not  onelye  vncurable,  but  alfo  full  of  contynuall  payr 
and  anguifhe :  then  the  priefles  and  the  magiflrat< 
exhort  the  man,  feinge  he  is  not  hable  to  doo  am 
dewtye  of  lyffe,  and  by  ouerlyuinge  his  owne  death e 
noyfome  and  irkefome  to  other,  and  greuous  to  hir 
felfe  :  that  he  wyl  determine  with  himfelfe  no  longer  ' 
cheryfhe  that  peflilent  and  peineful  difeafe.  And  feini 
his  lyfe  is  to  him  but  a  torments,  that  he  wyl  not  b( 
vnwillinge  to  dye,  but  rather  take  a  good  hope  to  hir 
Voiuntarye  and  either  dilpatche  himfelfe  out  of  th 
deathe.  payncful  lyffe,  as  out  of  a  prifon,  or  a  racl 

of  tormente,  or  elles  fuffpr  himfelfe  wyllinglye  to  1 
rydde  oute  of  it  by  other.  And  in  fo  doinge  th( 
tell  him  he  fhall  doo  wyfely,  feing  by  his  deathe  1 
fhall  lofe  no  commoditye,  but  ende  his  payne.  Ai 
bycaufe  in  that  acte  he  fliall  followe  the  counfel  of  tl 
pryefles,  that  is  to  faye,  of  the  interpreters  of  godd 
wyll  and  pleafure,  they  fhewe  him  that  he  fhall  do  ly] 
a  godly  and  a  vertuous  man.  They  that  be  thus  pe 
fuaded,  finyfhe  theire  Hues  willynglye,  either  wi 
hunger,  or  elles  dye  in  theire  fleape  without  anye  fei 
ing  of  deathe.      But  they  caufe  none  fuche  to  d 
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agaynfle  his  wyll,  nor  they  vfe  no  leffe  dilygence  and 
attendaunce  aboute  him  :  beleuinge  this  to  be  an 
honorable  deathe.  EUes  he  that  killeth  himfelf  before 
that  the  pryefles  and  the  counfel  haue  allowed  the 
caufe  of  his  deathe,  him  as  vnworthy  either  to  be 
buryed,  or  with  fier  to  be  confumed,  they  cafle  vn- 
buried  into  fome  flinkinge  marrifh  The  ^^^  ^^ 
woman  is  not  maried  before  flie  be  xviii. 
yeres  olde.  The  man  iiij  yeres  elder  before  he  marye. 
If  either  the  man  or  the  woman  be  proued  to  haue 
actually  offended  before  theire  marriage,  with  an  other, 
the  partye  that  fo  hathe  trefpaced  is  fliarpelye  punifhed. 
And  bothe  the  offenders  be  forbidden  euer  after  in  al 
theire  lyfe  to  marrye  :  oneles  the  faulte  be  forgeuen  by 
the  princes  pardone.  But  bothe  the  good  man  and 
the  good  wyfe  of  the  houfe,  where  that  offenfe  was 
committed  as  beinge  flacke  and  neglygent  in  lokinge 
to  theire  chardge,be  in  daunger  of  greate  reproche  and 
infamye.  That  offenfe  is  fo  fharpely  punyfhed,  bicaufe 
they  perceaue,  that  onles  they  be  diligentlye  kepte  from 
the  libertye  of  this  vice,  fewe  wyll  ioyne  together  in 
the  loue  of  marriage,  wherein  all  the  lyfe  mufl  be  led 
^vith  one,  and  alfo  all  the  griefes  and  difpleafures  com 
ming  therewith  paciently  be  taken  and  borne.  Fur- 
:hermore  in  chuefmge  wyfes  and  hufbandes  they  ob- 
"erue  earneflly  and  flraytelye  a  cuflome,  whiche  femed 
lo  vs  very  fonde  and  folyflie.  For  a  fad 
md  an  honefl  matrone  flieweth  the  woman,  verie  honesUy, 
DC  fhe  mayde  or  widdowe,  naked  to  the  yet  not  vn- 
t\^ower.  And  lykewyfe  a  fage  and  difcrete  ^^''^^^* 
nan  exhibyteth  the  wower  naked  to  the  woman.  At 
this  cuflome  we  laughed,  and  difalowed  it  as  foolifhe. 
But  they  on  the  other  parte  doo  greatlye  wonder  at  the 
ibllye  of  al  other  nations,  whyche  in  byinge  a  colte, 
ivhereas  a  lytle  money  is  in  hafarde,  be  fo  charye  and 
:ircumfpecte,  that  thoughe  he  be  almofle  all  bare,  yet 
they  wyll  not  bye  hym,  oneles  the  faddel  and  all  the 
iiarneies  be  taken  of,  leafle  vnder  thofe  couerynges  be 
lydde,  fom  galle  or  foore.  And  yet  in  chuefmge  a  wyfe. 
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whyche  ITialbe  either  pleafure,  or  difpleafure  to  then 
air  theire  lyfe  after,  they  be  fo  recheles,  that  al  th 
refydewe  of  the  woomans  bodye  beinge  couered  wit 
cloothes,  they  efleme  her  fcafelye  be  one  handebredet 
(for  they  can  fe  no  more  but  her  face)  and  fo  to  ioyn 
her  to  them  not  without  greate  ieoperdye  of  eue 
agreinge  together,  yf  any  thing  in  her  body  afterwan 
fhould  chauilce  of  offend  and  myflyke  them. 

For  all  men  be  not  fo  wyfe,  as  to  haue  refpecte  t 
the  vertuous  conditions  of  the  partie.  And  the  er 
dowmentes  of  the  bodye  caufe  the  vertues  of  th 
minde  more  to  be  eftemed  and  regarded:  yea  eue 
in  the  manages  of  wyfe  men.  Verely  fo  foule  defo: 
mitie  maye  be  hydde  vnder  thofe  coueringes,  that 
maye  quite  alienate  and  take  awaye  the  mans  mynd 
from  his  wyfe,  when  it  fhal  not  be  lawful  for  their 
bodies  to  be  feparate  agayne.  If  fuche  deformiti 
happen  by  any  chaunce  after  themariage  is  confummat 
and  finyfhed,  wel,  there  is  no  remedie  but  patienc( 
Euery  man  mufle  take  his  fortune  wel  a  worthe.  Bi 
it  were  wel  done  that  a  lawe  were  made  wherebye  a 
fuche  deceytes  myghte  be  efchewed,  and  aduoyded  b( 
fore  hande. 

And  this  were  they  conflreyned  more  earnefllye  t 
looke  vpon,  becaufe  they  onlye  of  the  nations  in  th^ 
parte  of  the  worlde  bee  contente  euerye  man  wit 
one  wyfe  a  piece.  And  matrymoneie  is  there  neu( 
broken,  but  by  death  :  excepte  adultery e  breake  th 
bonde,  or  els  the  intollerable  wayewarde  maners  < 
either  partye.     For  if  either  of  them  find 

morcemen  .       ^J^gj^fglf^  f^j.  ^y^y  f^^]^  caufc   grCUcd  I    the 

maye  by  the  licenfe  of  the  counfel  chaunge  and  ta,V 
another.  But  the  other  partie  lyueth  euer  after  in  ii 
famye,  and  out  of  wedlocke.  Howbeit  the  hufband 
to  put  away  his  wife  for  no  other  faulte,  but  for  ihi 
fome  myfliappe  is  fallen  to  her  bodye,  this  by  n 
nieanes  they  wyll  fuffre.  For  they  iudge  it  a  grej 
poynt  of  crueltie,  that  anye  body  in  their  mofle  nee 
of  helpe  and  comforte,  fhoulde  be  cafte  of  and  forfakei 
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and  that  olde  age,  whych  both  bringeth  ficknes  with 
it,  and  is  a  fyckenes  it  felfe,  fhould  vnkindly  and  vn- 
faythfullye  be  delte  withall.  But  nuwe  and  then  it 
chaunfeth,  where  as  the  man  and  the  woman  cannot 
well  agree  betw[e]ne  themfelfes,  both  of  them  fyndinge 
other,  with  whome  they  hope  to  lyue  more  quietlye  and 
merylye,  that  they  by  the  full  confente  of  them  bothe 
be  diuorfed  a  fonder  and  maried  againe  to  other.  But 
that  not  without  the  authoritie  of  the  counfell.  Whiche 
agreeth  to  no  diuorfes,  before  they  and  their  wyfes 
haue  diligently  tried  and  examyned  the  matter.  Yea 
and  then  alfo  they  be  lothe  to  confent  to  it,  bycaufe 
they  know  this  to  be  the  next  way  to  break  loue  be- 
twene  man  and  wyfe,  to  be  in  eafye  hope  of  a  new 
manage.  Breakers  of  wedlocke  be  punylhed  with 
moofle  greuous  bondage.  And  if  both  the  offenders 
were  maried,  then  the  parties  whiche  in  that  behalfe 
haue  fufferede  wrong,  beinge  diuorfed  from  the  auou- 
treis,  be  maried  together,  if  they  wille,  or  els  to  whom 
they  luft.  But  if  either  of  them  both  do  flyl  continewe 
in  loue  towarde  fo  vnkinde  a  bedfellowe,  the  vfe  of 
wedlocke  is  not  to  them  forbidden,  if  the  party  e  faulte- 
les  be  difpofed  to  followe  in  toylinge  and  drudgerye 
the  perfon,  which  for  that  offence  is  condempned  to 
bondage.  And  very  ofte  it  chaunceth  that  the  repen- 
taunce  of  the  one,  and  the  earnefle  diligence  of  the 
other,  dothe  fo  moue  the  prince  with  pytie  and  compas- 
fion,  that  he  refloreth  the  bonde  perfone  from  feruitude 
to  libertie  and  fredom  again.  But  if  the  fame  partie 
be  taken  eftfones  in  that  faulte,  there  is  no  other  waye 
but  death.  To  other  trefpaces  no  prefcript  punifh- 
mente  is  appoynted  by  anye  lawe.  But 
accordinge  to  the  heynoufenes  of  the  of-  ofpunfshment^ 
fenfe,  or  contrarye,  fo  the  punifhemente  is  pp"^  \°  ^^% 

'  1-         .-'^T-  .  ^         --  discretion  of 

moderated  by  the  diicretion  of  the  coun-  the  magistra- 
fell.    The  hufbandes  chaflice  theire  wyfes:   *^^* 
and  the  parentes  theire  children,  oneles  they  haue  done 
anye  fo  horryble  an  offenfe,  that  the   open  punyfhe- 
mente  thereof  maketh  muche  for  the  aduauncemente 
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of  honefle  maners.  But  mofle  commenlye  the  raofle 
heynous  faultes  be  punyfhed  with  the  incommoditie  oi 
bondage.  For  that  they  fuppofe  to  be  to  the  offenders 
no  leffe  griefe,  and  to  the  common  wealth  more  pro- 
fit, then  yf  they  fhould  haflely  put  them  to  death,  and 
fo  make  them  quite  out  of  the  waye.  For  there  cum- 
meth  more  profit  of  theire  laboure,  then  of  theire 
deathe,  and  by  theire  example  they  feare  other  the 
longer  from  lyke  offenfes.  But  if  they  beinge  thus 
vfed,  doo  rebell  and  kicke  againe,  then  forfothe  the) 
be  flayne  as  defperate  and  wilde  beafles,  whom  neithei 
prifon  nor  chaine  coulde  reflraine  and  kepe  vnder.  But 
they,  whiche  take  theire  bondage  pacientlye,  be  not 
lefte  all  hopeles.  For  after  they  haue  bene  broken 
and  tamed  with  long  miferies,  if  then  thei  fliewe  fuch 
repentaunce,  as  therebye  it  maye  bee  perceaued  that 
they  be  foryer  for  theire  offenfe  then  for  their  punyflie- 
mente  :  fumtymes  by  the  Prynces  prerogatyue,  and 
fumtymes  by  the  voyce  and  confent  of  the  people, 
theire  bondage  either  is  mitigated,  or  els  cleane  re- 
,^  .         J      leafed  and  forgeuen.     He  that  moueth  tc 

Motion  to  ad-  ,  .9  -i     rr       ^  1    • 

uoutryepa-  aduoutreye  is  m  no  leffe  daunger  and  leo- 
nished.  perdie,  then  yf  he  hadde  committed  ad- 

uoutrye  in  dede.  For  in  all  offenfes  they  counte  the 
intente  and  pretenfed  purpofe  as  euel,  as  the  acte  oi 
dede  it  felfe,  thinking  that  no  lette  oughte  to  excufe 
him,  that  did  his  befle  to  haue  no  lette.  They  haue 
fmgular  delite  and  pleafure  in  foles.     And  as  it  is  a 

greate  reproche  to  do  annye  of  them  hurt( 
foofe^^^^        or  iniury,  fo  they  prohibite  not  to  take 

pleafure  of  foolyfhnes.  For  that,  the) 
thinke,  dothe  muche  good  to  the  fooles.  And  if  an) 
man  be  fo  fadde,  and  fterne,  that  he  cannot  laughe 
neither  at  their  wordes,  nor  at  their  dedes,  none  o 
them  be  committed  to  his  tuition  :  for  feare  leafl  hi 
would  not  intreate  them  gentilly  and  fauorably  enough 
to  whom  they  fhould  brynge  no  delectation  (for  othei 
goodnes  in  them  is  none)  muche  leffe  anye  prof^te 
(houlde  they  yelde  him.     To  mocke  a  man  for  his  de 
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formitie,  or  for  that  he  lacketh  anye  parte  or  lymme  of 
his  bodye,  is  counted  greate  difhoneflye  and  reproche, 
not  to  him  that  is  mocked,  but  to  him  that  mocketh. 
Which  vnwylely  doth  imbrayde  anye  man  of  that  as  a 
vice,  that  was  not  in  his  powre  to  efchewe.     Alfo  as 
they  counte  and  reken  verye  Httle  witte  to  be  in  him, 
that  regardeth  not  naturall  bewtie  and  comhneffe,  fo 
to  helpe  the  fame  with  payntinges,  is  taken 
for  a  vaine  and  a  wanton  pride,  not  with-   ^^^^"'^'"^^^^^ 
oute  greate  infamie.    For  they  knowe  euen 
by  very  experience,  that  no  comehneffe  of  bewtye 
doethe  fo  hyghelye  commende  and  auaunce  the  wiues 
in  the  conceite  of  their  hufbandes,  as  honefl  condi- 
tions and  lowHnes.     For  as  loue  is  oftentimes  wonne 
with  bewty,  fo  it  is  not  kept,  preferued,  and  continued, 
but  by  vertue  and  obedience.     They  do   ^,.^ 
not  onely  feare  their  people  from  doyng  shedlndver- 
euil  by  punifhmentes,  but  alfo  allure  them   '"^  rewarded. 
to  vertue  with  rewardes  of  honoure.     Therfore  they 
fet  vp  in  the  markette  place  the  y mages  of  notable 
men,  and  of  fuch  as  haue  bene  great  and  bounteful 
benefactors  to  the  commen  wealth,  for  ye  perpetual 
memorie  of  their  good  actes  :  and  alfo  that  the  glory 
and  renowme  of  the  auncetors  maye  flyrre  and  pro- 
uoke  their  pofteritie  to  vertue.     He  that 
inordinatly  and  ambitioufly  defireth  pro-   des!re"of  h'o-^^^ 
motions,  is  left  al  hopeles  for  euer  attein-  Jj^^rs  condem- 
ing  any  promotion  as  long  as  he  liueth. 
They  lyue  together  louinglye.     For  no  magiflrate  is 
eyther  hawte  or  fearfull.     Fathers  they  be  called,  and 
lyke  fathers  they  vfe  themfelues.     The  citezens  (as  it 
is  their  dewtie)  willynglye  exhibite  vnto 
them  dew  honour  without  any  compulfion.    Magistrates 

-  .  1  •      r  ir       •  .    1  honoured. 

Nor  the  pnnce  himfelfe  is  not  knowen 
from  the  other  by  princely  apparell,  or  a  robe  of  ftate, 
nor  by  a  crown  or  diademe  roial,  or  cap  of  mainten- 
aunce,  but  by  a  litle  fheffe  of  corne  caried  before 
him.  And  fo  a  taper  of  wax  is  borne  before  ye  bifhop, 
wherby  onely  he  is  knowen.      They   haue  but   few 
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Fewe  lawes.  lawcs.  For  to  people  fo  indructe  and  in 
(litute  very  fewe  do  fuffice.  Yea  this  thing  the] 
chiefely  reproue  among  other  nations,  that  innumer 
able  bokes  of  lawes  and  expofitions  vpon  the  fame  b( 
not  fiifficient.  But  they  think  it  againfl  all  right  am 
iuftice  that  men  fhoulde  be  bound  to  thofe  lawes 
which  'either  be  in  number  mo  then  be  hable  to  b( 
read,  or  els  blinder  and  darker,  then  that  anye  mai 
The  multitude  ^^^  ^^^^  vndcrflande  them.  Furthermor( 
of  lawyers  they  vtterlie  exclude  and  banifhe  all  at 
superfluous.  tomcis,  proctours,  and  fergeauntes  at  th( 
lawe  :  whiche  craftelye  handell  matters,  and  fubtelb 
difpute  of  the  lawes.  For  they  thinke  it  mofle  meete 
that  euery  man  fhould  pleade  his  own  matter,  and  te 
the  fame  tale  before  the  iudge  that  he  wold  tell  to  hii 
man  of  law.  So  fhal  there  be  leffe  circumfLaunce  o 
wordes,  and  the  trueth  fhall  foner  come  to  Hght,  while: 
the  iudge  with  a  difcrete  iudgement  doeth  waye  th( 
woordes  of  him,  whom  no  lawyer  hath  inflructe  witl 
deceit,  and  whiles  he  helpeth  and  beareth  out  fimph 
wittes  againft  the  falfe  and  malicious  circumuentioni 
of  craftie  children.  This  is  harde  to  be  obferued  ii 
other  countreis,  in  fo  infinitie  a  number  of  blinde  anc 
intricate  lawes.  But  in  Utopia  euery  man  is  a  cunning 
lawier.  For  (as  I  faid)  they  haue  very  few  lawes  :  anc 
the  plainer  and  groffer  that  anye  interpretation  is 

that  they  allcwe  as  mofl  iufle.  For  al 
ktei"^^''^^^      lawes  (faie  they)  be  made  and  publyfhe( 

onely  to  the  intente,  that  by  them  euer 
man  flioulde  be  put  in  remembraunce  of  his  dewtie 
But  the  craftye  and  fubtill  interpretation  of  them  (foras 
muche  as  few  can  atteyne  thereto)  canne  put  verye  few 
in  that  remembraunce,  where  as  the  fimple,  the  plaine 
and  groffe  meaninge  of  the  lawes  is  open  to  euery  e  mar 
Files  as  touchinge  the  vulgare  fort  of  the  peopk 
whiche  be  bothe  moofte  in  number,  and  haue  mofl 
nede  to  knowe  their  dewties,  were  it  not  as  good  fo 
them,  that  no  law  were  made  at  all,  as  when  it  is  mad€ 
to  bringe  fo  blynde  an  interpretation  vpon  it,  tha 
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without  greate  witte  and  longe  arguynge  no  man  can 
difcuffe  it?     To  the  fyndynge  oute  whereof  neyther 
the  groffe  iudgement  of  the  people  can  attaine,  neither 
the  whole  life  of  them  that  be  occupied  in  woorkinge 
for  their  liuynges,  canne  fuffice  thereto.    Thefe  vertues 
Df  the  Utopians  haue  caufed  their  nexte  neiboures  and 
Dorderers,  whiche  Hue  fre  and  vnder  no  fubiection  (for 
:he  Utopians  longe  ago,  haue  deliuered  manye  of  them 
Tom  tirannie)  to  take  magiflrates  of  them,  fome  for  a 
/-eare,  and  fome  for  fiue  yeares  fpace.     Which  when 
:he  tyme  of  their  ofhce  is  expired,  they  bringe  home 
igaine    with    honoure    and    praife,    and    take    new 
igaine  with  them  into  their  countrey.     Thefe  nations 
laue  vndoubtedlye  very  well  and  holfomely  prouided 
or  their  common  wealthes.     For  feynge  that  bothe 
;he  makinge   and   marringe  of  the  weale  publique, 
ioeth  depende  and  hange  vpon  the  maners  of  the 
•ulers  and  magiflrates,  what  officers  coulde  they  more 
vyfelye  haue  chofen,  then  thofe   which  can  not  be 
edde  from  honeflye  by  bribes  (for  to  them  that  fhortly 
Lfter  fhal  depart  thens  into  their  own  countrey  money 
hould  be  vnprofitable)  nor  yet  be  moued  eyther  with 
auoure,  or  malice  towardes  any  man,  as  beyng  flraun 
jers,  and  vna[c]quainted  with  the  people  ?  The  whiche 
wo  vices  of  affection  and  auarice,  where  they  take 
)lace  in  iudgementes,  incontinente  they  breake  iuflice, 
he  flrongefl  and  fuerefl  bonde  of  a  common  wealth  >s 
hefe  peoples  whiche  fetche  their  officers  and  rulers 
rom  them,  the  Utopians  cal  their  fellowes.    And  othei 
whome  they  haue  bene  beneficiall,  they  call  their 
rendes.     As  touching  leagues,  which  in 
•ther  places  betwene  countrey  and  countrey        ^agues. 
e  fo  ofte  concluded,  broken,  and  renewed,  they  neuer 
lake  none  with  anie  nation.     For  to  what  purpofe 
srue  leagues,  fay  they?  As  thoughe  nature  had  not  fet 
efficient  loue  betwene  man  and  man.     And  who  fo 
egardeth  not  nature,  thinke  you  that  he  will  paffe  for 
hordes  ?    They  be  brought  into  this  opinion  chiefelye, 
lecaufe  that  in  thofe  partes  of  the  worlde,  leagues  be- 

I 
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twene  princes  be  wont  to  be  kepte  and  obferued  ver 
Iklenderly.  For  here  in  Europa,  and  efpeciallye  ii 
thefe  partes  where  the  faith  and  reUgion  of  Chrifti 
reigneth,  the  maieflie  of  leagues  is  euerye  when 
ellemed  holy  and  inuiolable  :  partlie  through  the  iufl 
ice  and  goodnes  of  princes,  and  partly  at  the  reuei 
ence  and  motion  of  the  head  Bifliops.  Which  like  a 
they  make  no  promiffe  themfelues,  but  they  do  very 
religiouflye  perfourme  the  fame,  fo  they  exhorte  a] 
princes  in  any  wife  to  abide  by  their  promiffes,  an< 
them  that  refufe  or  denye  fo  to  do,  by  their  pontifical 
powre,  and  authoritie  they  compell  thereto.  An( 
furely  they  thinke  well  that  it  might  feme  a  verye  n 
prochefull  thing,  yf  in  the  leagues  of  them  which  by 
peculiare  name  be  called  faithful,  faith  fhould  haue  n 
place.  But  in  that  newe  founde  parte  of  the  work 
which  is  fcafelie  fo  faire  frome  vs  beyond  the  line  equir 
octiall,  as  our  life  and  maners  be  diffident  from  theirs 
no  trufl  nor  confidence  is  in  leagues.  But  the  mo  an 
holier  ceremonies  the  league  is  knitte  vp  v/ith,  th 
foner  it  is  broken  by  fome  cauillation  founde  in  th 
wordes,  which  many  times  of  purpofe  be  io  crafteli 
put  in,  and  placed,  that  the  bandes  can  neuer  be  1 
fure  nor  fo  flronge,  but  the}  will  find  fome  hole  ope 
to  crepe  out  at,  and  to  breake  both  league  an 
trueth.  The  whiche  craftye  dealing,  yea  the  which 
fraude  and  deceite,  if  they  fhould  know  it  to  be  pra( 
tifed  among  priuate  men  in  their  bargaines  and  coi 
tractes,  they  would  incontinent  crie  out  at  it  with  a 
open  mouth,  and  a  fower  countenaunce,  as  an  offen; 
mofle  deteflable,  and  worthye  to  be  punnyfhed  with 
fhamefull  deathe  :  yea  euen  very  they  that  auaunc 
themfelues  authours  of  lyke  counfell  geuen  to  prince 
Wherfore  it  may  wel  be  thought,  either  that  al  iuflic 
is  but  a  baffe  and  a  low  vertue,  and  which  aualeth 
felf  farre  vnder  the  highe  dignitie  of  kynges :  Or  at  t 
leaft  wife,  that  there  be  two  iuflices,  the  one  meete 
the  inferiour  forte  of  the  people,  goynge  a  fote  and  ere 
yngeloweby  the  grounde^and  bounde  down  on  eueryfj( 
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with  ma,nybandes,bycaufe  it  fliall  not  run  atrouers.  The 
other  a  princelye  vertue,  which  Hke  as  it  is  of  much  hygh- 
er  maieflie,  then  the  other  pore  iuflice,  fo  alfo  it  is  of  muche 
more  Hbertie,  as  to  the  which  nothing  is  vnlawfull  that  it  lus- 
teth  after.  Thefe  maners  of  princes  (as  I  faid)  whiche  be 
there  fo  euell  kepers  of  leagues,  caufe  the  Utopians,  as  I 
fuppofe,  to  m  ake  no  leagues  at  al,  which  perchaunce  would 
chaunge  their  minde  if  they  lined  here.  Howbeit  they 
thinke  that  thoughe  leagues  be  neuer  fo  faithfullye  obfer- 
ued  and  kepte,  yet  the  cuflome  of  makynge  leagues  was 
very  euell  begon.  For  this  caufe th  men  (as  though 
nations  which  be  feperat  a  fondre,  by  ye  fpace  of  a 
litle  hil  or  a  riuer,  were  coupled  together  by  no  focietie 
or  bonde  of  nature)  to  thinke  themfelues  borne  aduer- 
faries  and  enemies  one  to  an  other,  and  that  it  were 
lawfull  for  the  one  to  feke  the  death  and  deflruction 
of  the  other,  if  leagues  were  not :  yea,  and  that  after 
ye  leagues  be  accorded,  frendfhip  doth  not  grow  and 
encrefe :  But  the  licence  of  robbing  and  flealing  doth 
llyll  remaine,  as  farfurth  as  for  lack  of  forfight  and  ad- 
uifement  in  Avriting  the  wordes  of  the  league,  any  fen- 
tence  or  claufe  to  the  contrarie  is  not  therin  fufficientlie 
comprehended.  But  they  be  of  a  contrarye  opinion.  That 
is,  that  no  man  oughte  to  be  counted  an  enemye,  whiche 
hath  done  no  iniurye.  And  that  the  felowfhippe  of  na- 
ture is  a  ftronge  league :  and  that  men  be  better  and  more 
furely  knit  togethers  by  loue  and 
beneuolence,  then  by  couenauntes 
of  leagues  :  by  hartie  affec- 
tion of  minde,  then 
by  wordes. 

Arre  or  battel  as  a  thing  very  beaflly,  and 
yet  to  no  kinde  of  beafles  in  fo  muche 
vfe  as  to  man,  they  do  deteft  and  abhorre. 
And  contrarie  to  the  cuflome  almooUe  of 
all  other  nations,  they  counte  nothynge 
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fo  muche  againfl  glorie,  as  glory  gotten  in  warre. 
And  therefore  thoughe  they  do  dayUe  practife  and  ex- 
ercife  themfelues  in  the  difcipline  of  warre,  and  not 
onelie  the  men,  but  alfo  the  women  vpon  certen  ap- 
pointed daies,  lell  they  fhould  be  to  feke  in  the  feate 
of  a,rm^s,  if  nede  fhould  require,  yet  they  neuer  go  to 
battell,  but  either  in  the  defence  of  their  owne  coun- 
trey,  or  to  driue  out  of  their  frendes  lande  the  enemies 
that  haue  inuaded  it,  or  by  their  power  to  deliuer  from 
the  yocke  and  bondage  of  tirannye  fome  people,  that 
be  therewith  oppreffed.  Which  thing  they  do  of 
meere  pitie  and  compaffion.  Howbeit  they  fende 
helpe  to  their  frendes,  not  euer  in  their  defence.  But 
fometymes  alfo  to  requite  and  reuenge  iniuries  before 
to  them  done.  But  this  they  do  not  onleffe  their 
counfell  and  aduife  in  the  matter  be  aflced,  whiles 
it  is  yet  newe  and  frefhe.  For  if  they  finde  the  caufe 
probable,  and  if  the  contrarie  part  wil  not  reRoore 
agayne  fuche  thynges  as  be  of  them  iuflelye  demaunded, 
then  they  be  the  chiefe  autours  and  makers  of  the 
warre.  Whiche  they  do  not  onlie  as  ofte  as  by  in- 
rodes  and  inuafions  of  foldiours  praies  and  booties  be 
driuen  awaye,  but  then  alfo  muche  more  mortally, 
when  their  frendes  marchauntes  in  anie  lande,  either 
vnder  the  pretence  of  vniufle  lawes,  or  elles  by  the 
Avreflinge  and  wronge  vnderflandinge  of  good  lawes, 
do  fufleine  an  vniufl  accufation  vnder  the  colour  of 
iuflice.  Neither  the  battell  whiche  the  Utopians  fought 
for  the  Nephelogetes  againfl  the  Alaopolitanes  a  iitle 
before  oure  time  was  made  for  any  other  caufe,  but 
that  the  Nephelogete  marchaunt  men,  as  the  Utopians 
thought,  fuffred  wrong  of  the  Alaopolitanes,  vnder  the 
pretence  of  righte.  But  whether  it  were  righte  or 
wronge,  it  was  with  fo  cruel  and  mortal  warre  reuenged, 
the  countreis  rounde  about  ioyninge  their  helpe  and 
powre  to  the  purfaunce  and  malice  of  bothe  parties, 
that  mofle  florilhing  and  wealthy  peoples,  being  fome 
of  them  fhrewedly  fhaken,  and  fome  of  them  fharpely 
beaten,  the  mifcheues  wer  not  finiflied  nor  ended,  vn- 
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til  the  Alaopolitanes,  at  the  lafl  were  yelded  vp  as 
bondemen  into  the  iurifdiction  of  the  Nephelogetes. 
For  the  Utopians  fought  not  this  war  for  themfekies. 
And  yet  the  Nephelogetes  before  the  warre,  when  the 
AlaopoHtanes  flourifhed  in  weahh,  wer  nothing  to  be 
compared  with  them.  So  egerlye  the  Utopians  pro- 
fequute  the  iniuries  done  to  their  frendes :  yea,  in 
money  matters,  and  not  their  owne  likewife.  For  if 
they  by  coueyne  or  gile  be  wiped  befide  their  goodes, 
fo  that  no  violence  be  done  to  their  bodies,  they 
wreake  their  anger  by  abfleininge  from  occupieng  with 
that  nation,  vntil  they  haue  made  fatiffaction.  Not 
forbicaufe  they  fet  leffe  floore  by  their  owne  citizeins, 
then  by  their  frendes :  but  that  they  take  the  loffe  of 
their  frendes  money  more  heuelie  then  ye  loffe  of  their 
own.  Bicaufe  that  their  frendes  marchaunte  men,  for- 
afmuche  as  that  they  leife  is  their  own  priuate  goods, 
fufleine  great  dammage  by  the  loffe.  But  their  owne 
citizeyns  leife  nothing  but  of  the  commen  goods,  and 
of  that  whiche  was  at  home  plentifull  and  almofl 
fuperfluous,  els  had  it  not  bene  fent  furth.  Therfore 
no  man  feleth  the  loffe.  And  for  this  caufe  they 
thinke  it  to  cruell  an  acte,  to  reuenge  that  loffe  with 
the  deathe  of  manie,  the  incommoditie  of  the  which 
loffe  no  man  feeleth  neithei  in  his  lyfe,  nor  yet  in 
his  liuing.  But  if  it  chaunce  that  any  of  their  men 
in  any  other  countrey  be  maimed  or  killed,  whe- 
ther it  be  done  by  a  commen  or  a  priuate  counfel, 
knowyng  and  trying  out  the  trueth  of  the  matter  by 
their  ambafladours,  onleffe  the  offenders  be  ren- 
dered vnto  them  in  recompence  of  the  iniurie,  they 
will  not  be  appeafed :  but  incontinent  they  proclaime 
warre  againfl  them.  The  offenders  yelded,  they  pun- 
ifhe  either  with  death,  or  with  bondage.  They  be  not 
only  fory,  but  alfo  afhamed  to  atchieue  the  victorie  with 
bloudfhed,  counting  it  greate  folie  to  bie  victorie  deare 
precious  wares  to  dere.  They  reioyfe  and  bought. 
auaunt  themfelues,  if  they  vanquifhe  and  oppreffe  their 
enemies  by  craft  and  deceite.     And  for  that  act  they 
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make  a  generall  triumph,  and  as  yf  the  matter  were 
manfully e  handeled,  they  fet  vp  a  pyller  of  flone  in  the 
place  where  they  fo  vanquifhed  their  enemies,  in  token 
of  the  victorie.  For  then  they  glorie,  then  they  boafle, 
and  cracke  that  they  haue  plaied  the  men  in  deede, 
when  they  haue  fo  ouercommen,  as  no  other  lining 
creature  but  onely  man  could :  that  is  to  faye,  by  the 
by  the  mighte  and  puifaunce  of  wit.  For  with  bodily 
flrength  (fay  they)  beares,  lions,  boores,  wulfes,  dogges, 
and  other  wild  beaftes  do  fight.  And  as  the  mofle 
part  of  them  do  paffe  vs  in  llrength  and  fierce  courage, 
fo  in  wit  and  reafon  we  be  much  flronger  then  they  all. 
Their  chief  and  principall  purpofe  in  warre,  is  to  ob 
teine  that  thynge,  whiche  if  they  had  before  obteined, 
they  woulde  not  haue  moued  battell.  But  if  that  be 
not  poffible,  they  take  fo  cruell  vengeaunce  of  them 
whiche  be  in  the  faulte,  that  euer  after  they  be  aferde 
to  do  the  like.  This  is  their  chiefe  and  principall  in- 
tent, whiche  they  immediatlie  and  firfl  of  al  profe- 
quute,  and  fetforwarde.  But  yet  fo,  that  they  be  more 
circumfpecte,  in  auoidinge  and  efchewynge  ieopardies, 
then  they  be  defierous  of  prayfe  and  renowne.  There- 
fore immediatlye  after  that  warre  is  ones  folemnelie  de- 
nounced, they  procure  many  proclamations  figned  with 
their  owne  commen  feale  to  be  fet  vp  priuilie  at  one 
time  in  their  enemies  lande,  in  places  mofle  frequented. 
In  thefe  proclamations  they  promiffe  greate  rewardes 
to  hym  that  will  kill  their  enemies  prince,  and  fome 
what  leffe  giftes,  but  them  verye  greate  alfo,  for  euerye 
heade  of  them,  whofe  names  be  in  the  faide  proclama- 
tions conteyned.  They  be  thofe  whom  they  count  their 
chiefe  aduerfaries,  next  vnto  the  prince.  Whatfoeuerispre- 
fcribed  vnto  him  that  killeth  any  of  the  proclaimed  per- 
fons,that  is  dubled  to  him  that  bringeth  anye  of  the  fame 
to  them  aliue :  yea,  and  to  the  proclaimed  perfones 
themfelues,  if  they  wil  chaunge  their  mindes,  and  come 
into  them,  taking  their  partes,  they  profer  the  fame 
greate  rewardes  with  pardone,  and  fuertie  of  their  Hues. 
Tiierefore  it  quickely  conuneth  to  paffe  that  their  ene- 
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mies  haue  all  other  men  in  fufpicion,  and  be  vnfaith- 
full,  and  miflrufling  among  themfelues  one  to  another, 
liuing  in  great  feare,  and  in  no  lefTe  ieopardie.  For  it 
is  well  knowen,  that  diuers  times  the  mofl  part  of  them 
(and  fpeciallie  the  prince  him  felfe)  hathe  bene  betraied 
of  them,  in  whom  they  put  their  mofle  hope  and  trufl. 
So  that  there  is  no  maner  of  act  nor  dede  that  giftes 
and  rewardes  do  not  enforce  men  vnto.  And  in  re- 
wardes  they  kepe  no  meafure.  But  remembring  and 
confidering  into  how  great  hafarde  and  ieopardie  they 
cal  them,  endeuoure  themfelues  to  recompence  the 
greatnes  of  the  daunger  with  like  great  benefites.  And 
therefore  they  promife  not  only  wonderful  greate  abun- 
daunce  of  golde,  but  alfo  landes  of  greate  reuenues 
lieng  in  mofl  faffe  places  among  theire  frendes.  And 
theire  promiffes  they  perfourme  faythfuUy  withoute 
annye  fraude  or  couyne.  This  cuflome  of  byinge 
and  fellynge  aduerfaryes  among  other  people  is  dyfal- 
lowed,  as  a  cruel  acta  of  a  baffe  and  a  cowardyfhe 
mynde.  But  they  in  this  behalfe  thinke  themfelfes 
muche  prayfe  woorthy,  as  who  lyke  wyfe  men  by  this 
meanes  difpatche  greate  warres  withoute  anny  battell  or 
fkyrmyfhe.  Yea  they  counte  it  alfo  a  dede  of  pytye 
and  mercye,  bicaufe  that  by  the  deathe  of  a  fewe  offen- 
ders the  lyues  of  a  greate  numbre  of  innocentes,  afwel 
of  theire  oune  men  as  alfo  of  theire  enemies  be  raun- 
fomed  and  faued,  which  in  fighting  fhoulde  haue  bene 
fleane.  For  they  doo  no  leffe  pytye  the  baffe  and 
common  forte  of  theire  enemies  people,  then  they  doo 
theire  owne :  knowing  yat  they  be  driuen  and  enforced 
to  warre  againfle  their  willes  by  the  furyous  madnes  of 
theire  princes  and  heades.  Yf  by  none  of  tbefe  meanes 
the  matter  goo  forwarde,  as  they  woulde  haue  it,  then 
they  procure  occayfons  of  debate,  and  diffention  to  be 
fpredde  amonge  theire  enemnes.  As  by  bringinge  the 
princes  brother,  or  fome  of  the  noble  men  in  hoope  to 
obtayne  the  kingedome.  Yf  this  waye  preuayle  not, 
then  they  reyfe  vp  the  people  that  be  nexte  neyghe- 
boures  and  borderers  to  theire  enemyes,  and  them  they 
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fette  in  theire  neckes  vnder  the  coloure  of  fome  olde 
tytle  of  ryghte,  fuch  as  kynges  doo  neuer  lacke.  Tc 
them  they  promyffe  theire  helpe  and  ayde  in  theire 
warre.  And  as  lor  money e  they  gyue  them  abund- 
aunce.  But  of  theire  owne  cytyzeins  they  fende  tc 
them  fewe  or  none.  Whome  they  make  fo  much  of, 
and  loue  fo  intierlye,  that  they  would  not  be  willing  to 
chaunge  anye  of  them  for  their  aduerfaries  prince.  But 
their  gold  and  filuer,  bycaufe  they  kepe  it  all  for  thys 
only  purpofe,  they  laye  it  owte  frankly  and  frely:  as 
who  fhoulde  lyue  euen  as  wealthely,  if  they  hadde  be- 
flowed  it  euerye  pennye.  Yea  and  befydes  theire 
ryches,  whyche  they  kepe  at  home,  thei  haue  alfo  an 
infinite  treafure  abrode,  by  reafon  that  (as  I  fayde  be- 
fore) manye  nations  be  in  their  debte.  Therefore  they 
hiere  foldiours  oute  of  all  countreis  and  fende  them 
to  battayle,  but  cheifly  of  the  zapoletes.  This  people 
is.  500.  myles  from  Utopia  eaflewarde.  They  be  hide- 
ous, fauage,  and  fyerce,  dwellynge  in  wild  woodes  and 
high  mountaines,  where  they  were  bredde  and  brought 
vp.  They  be  of  an  harde  nature,  hable  to  abide  and 
fuReine  heate,  colde,  and  labour,  abhorrynge  from  all 
delicate  deintyes,  occupyenge  no  hufbandrye  nor  tyll- 
age  of  the  ground,  homelye  and  rude  both  in  buildinge 
of  their  houfes  and  in  their  apparrel,  geuen  vnto 
no  goodnes,  but  onely  to  the  breedinge  and  bring- 
ynge  vp  of  cattel.  The  mofle  parte  of  theire  lyuinge 
is  by  huntynge  and  flealynge.  They  be  borne  one- 
lye  to  warre,  whyche  they  diligentlye  and  ear- 
neflelye  feke  for.  And  when  they  haue  gotten  it, 
they  be  wonders  glad  thereof.  They  goo  furthe  of 
theire  countreye  in  greate  companyes  together,  and 
who  foeuer  lackethe  fouldyours,  there  they  proffer 
theire  feruice  for  fmall  wages.  This  is  onelye  the 
crafte  they  haue  to  gette  theire  liuynge  by.  They 
maynteyne  theire  lyfe,  by  fekinge  theire  deathe.  For 
them  whomewyth  they  be  in  waygesthey  fyghtehardelye, 
fyerdye,  and  faythefullye.  But  they  bynde  themfelfes 
for  no  certeyne  tyme.     But  vpon  this  condition  they 
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entre  into  bondes,  that  the  nexte  daye  they  wyll  take 
parte  with  the  other  fyde  for  greatter  wayges,  and  the 
nexte  daye  after  that,  they  wyll  be  readye  to  come 
backe  agayne  for  a  lytle  more  moneye.  There  be  fevve 
warres  thereawaye,  wherein  is  not  a  greate  numbre  of 
them  in  bothe  party es.  Therefore  it  dayelye  chaun- 
cethe  that  nye  kynfefolke  whyche  were  hiered  together 
on  one  parte,  and  there  verye  frendelye  and  famiHarlye 
vfed  themfelfes  one  wyth  another,  fhortely  after  beinge 
feparate  in  contrarye  partes,  runne  one  againfle  another 
enuyouflye  and  fyercelye:  and  forgettinge  bothe  kindred 
and  frendefliyppe,  thmfle  theire  fwordes  one  in  another. 
And  that  for  none  other  caufe,  but  that  they  be  hyered 
of  contrarye  prynces  for  a  lytle  moneye.  Whyche  they 
doo  fo  hyghlye  regarde  and  efleame,  that  they  will 
eafelye  be  prouoked  to  chaunge  partes  lor  a  halfe- 
penye  more  wayges  by  the  daye.  So  quyckelye 
they  haue  taken  a  fmacke  in  couetefenes.  Whyche  for 
all  that  is  to  them  no  proffyte.  For  that  they  gette  by 
fyghtynge,  immedyatelye  they  fpende  vnthryftelye  and 
wretchedlye  in  ryotte.  This  people  fighteth  for  the 
Utopians  agaynfle  all  nations,  bycaufe  they  gene  them 
greatter  wayges,  then  annye  other  nation  wyll.  For 
the  Utopians  lyke  as  they  feke  good  men  to  vfe  wel, 
fo  they  feke  thefe  euell  and  vicious  men  to  abufe. 
Whome,  when  neade  requirethe,  with  promiffes  of 
greate  rewardes  they  putte  forthe  into  great  ieopardyes. 
From  whens  the  moofle  parte  of  them  neuer  cumineth 
againe  to  afke  their  rewardes.  But  to  them  that  re- 
mainealiuetheypaye  yat which  they  promiffed  faithfully, 
that  they  maye  be  the  more  willinge  to  put  themfelfes 
in  like  daunger  another  time.  Nor  ye  Utopianes  paffe 
not  how  many  of  them  they  bring  to  deflruction.  For 
they  beleue  yat  they  fhould  doo  a  verye  good  deade  for 
all  mankind,  if  they  could  ridde  out  of  ye  worlde  all 
that  fowle  flinking  denne  of  that  mofl  wicked  and 
curfed  people.  Next  vnto  thies  they  vfe  ye  foldiours 
of  them  for  whom  they  fighte.  And  then  the  helpe  of 
their  other  frendes.     And  lafle  of  all,  they  ioyne  to 


theire  oune  citizens.  Emong  whome  they  giue  to  one 
of  tried  vertue  and  prowes  the  reule,  goouemaunce, 
and  conduction  of  the  whole  arrnye.  Vnder  him  thej 
api)oynte  ij.  other,  whyche,  whyles  he  is  faufFe,  be 
bothe  priuate  and  oute  of  offyce.  But  yf  he  be  taker 
or  flayne,  the  one  of  the  other,  ij.  fuccedeth  hym,  as  il 
were  by  inherytaunce.  And  if  the  feconde  mifcarrye. 
then  the  thirde  taketh  his  rowme,  leafle  that  (as  the 
chaunce  of  battell  is  vncerteine  and  doubtful)  the 
ieopardye  or  deathe  of  the  capitaine  fhoulde  brynge 
the  whole  armye  in  hafarde.  They  clmefe  foldyoun 
out  of  euery  citye  thofe,  whych  putte  furthe  themfelffej 
wyllyngelye.  For  they  thrufle  no  man  forthe  intc 
warre  agaynfle  his  wyll.  Bycaufe  they  beleue,  y 
annye  man  be  fearefull  and  fainte  harted  of  nature,  h( 
wyll  not  onelye  doo  no  manfuU  and  hardy  acte  hyn 
felfe,but  alfo  be  occayfon  of  cowardenes  to  his  fellowes 
But  if  annye  battell  be  made  agaynfle  theire  own( 
countreye,  then  they  putt  thefe  cowardes  (fo  that  thej 
be  flronge  bodyed)  in  fhyppes  amonge  other  bold( 
harted  men.  Or  elles  they  dyfpofe  them  vpon  th( 
walles,  from  whens  they  maye  not  flye.  Thus  whal 
for  fhame  that  theire  enemies  be  at  hande,  and  wha 
for  bycaufe  they  be  without  hope  of  runninge  awaye 
they  forgette  all  feere.  And  manye  times  extream( 
neceffitye  turnethe  cowardnes  into  prowes  and  manly 
nes.  But  as  none  of  them  is  thrufl  forthe  of  his  coun 
trey  into  warre  againfle  his  wyll,  fo  women  that  b( 
wyllynge  to  accompany  theire  hufbandes  in  times  o 
warre  be  not  prohibited  or  letted.  Yea  they  prouok( 
and  exhorte  them  to  it  with  prayfes.  And  in  fe 
fylde  the  wyues  doo  flande  euerye  one  by  theire  owm 
hufbandes  fyde.  Alfo  euery  man  is  compaffed  nex 
aboute  with  his  owne  children,  kinffolkes,  and  aliaunce 
That  they,  whom  nature  chiefely  moueth  to  mutua 
fuccoure,  thus  flandynge  together,  maye  healpe  on 
another.  It  is  a  great  reproche,  and  difhonefty  for  th 
hufband  to  come  home  without  his  wiffe,  or  the  ^vyff 
withoute  her  hulbande,  or  the  fonne  without  his  fathei 
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And  therfore  if  the  other  part  flicke  fo  harde  by  it, 
that  the  battel  come  to  their  handes,  it  is  fought  with 
^eat  flaughter  and  blodfhed,  euen  to  the  vtter  deflruc- 
tion  of  both  partes.  For  as  they  make  all  the  meanes 
and  fhyftes  that  maye  be  to  kepe  themfelfes  from  the 
neceffitye  of  fyghtinge,  or  that  they  may  difpatche  the 
battell  by  their  hiered  foldyours  :  fo  when  there  is  no 
remedy,  but  that  they  mulle  neades  fight  themfelfes, 
they  they  do  as  corragiouflye  fall  to  it,  as  before,  whyles 
they  myght,  they  did  wifelye  auoyde  and  refufe  it. 
Nor  they  be  not  moft  fierce  at  the  firfl  bront.  But  in 
continuaunce  by  litle  and  lytle  theire  fierce  courage 
sncreafeth,  with  fo  flubborne  and  obflynate  myndes, 
that  they  wyll  rather  dye  then  gyue  back  an  ynche. 
For  that  fuertye  of  lyuinge,  whiche  euerye  man  hath 
at  home  beinge  ioyned  with  noo  carefull  anxietye  or 
remembraunce  how  theire  pofleritie  fhall  lyue  after 
them  (for  his  penfifnes  oftentymes  breakethe  and 
abateth  couragious  flomakes)  maketh  them  flowte  and 
hardye,  and  difdaineful  to  be  conquered.  Moreouer 
theire  knowledge  in  cheualrye  and  feates  of  armes 
putteth  them  in  a  good  hope.  Finally  the  wholefome 
and  vertuous  opinions,  wherin  they  were  brought  vp 
euen  from  theire  childhode,  partely  through  learnynge, 
md  partlye  throughe  the  good  ordinaunces  and  lawes 
of  theire  weale  publique  augmente  and  encreafe  theire 
nanfull  courage.  By  reafon  whereof  they  neither  fet  fo 
itle  flore  by  their  Hues,  that  they  will  raffhelye  and  vn- 
iduifedlye  cafle  them  away :  nor  they  be  not  fo  farre 
in  lewde  and  fond  loue  therewith,  that  they  will  (hame- 
"ullye  couete  to  kepe  them,  when  honeflie  The  capitane 
Diddeth  leaue  them.     When  the  battel  is  jf  chieflye  to 

I'll  n   r  1  r  ^^  pursued  to 

lottell  and  m  al  places  moll  fierce  and  fer-  th[e]  interne  the 
lent,  a  bende  of  chofen  and  picked  yong  th"sonTr^be 
nen,  whiche  be  fworne  to  Hue  and  dye  to-  ended, 
^ethers,  take  vpon  them  to  deftroye  theire  aduerfaries 
:apitaine.  Whome  they  inuade  now  with  priuy  wieles, 
low  by  open  flrength.  At  him  they  flrike  both  nere 
ind  farre  of.     He  is  affayled  with  a  long  and  a  con- 
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tinuall  affaulte  frefhe  men  flyll  commynge  in  the  weried 
mens  places.  '  And  feldome  it  chaunceth  (onles  he 
he  faue  hymfelfe  by  flying)  that  he  is  not  either  flayne, 
or  els  taken  prifoner,  and  yelded  to  his  enemies  aliue. 
If  they  Wynne  the  fyelde,  they  perfecute  not  theire 
enemies  with  the  violent  rage  of  flaughter.  For  the) 
had  rather  take  them  aliue,  then  kyl  them.  Neithei 
they  do  fo  follow  the  chafe  and  purfute  of  theire 
enemies,  but  they  leaue  behinde  them  one  parte  oi 
theire  hofle  in  battaile  arraye  vnder  their  flandardes. 
In  fo  muche  that  if  al  their  whole  armie  be  difcumfeted 
and  ouercum  fauing  the  rerewarde,  and  that  they  there- 
with atchieue  the  victory,  then  they  had  rather  lette  a! 
their  enemies  fcape,  then  to  followe  them  out  of  array 
For  they  remembre,  it  hath  chaunced  vnto  themfelfej 
more  then  ones :  the  whole  powre  and  flrength  o: 
their  hofle  being  vanquifhed  and  put  to  flight,  whiles 
their  enemies  reioyfmg  in  the  victory  haue  perfecutec 
them  flying  fome  one  way  and  fome  another,  a  fmal 
companye  of  theire  men  lying  in  an  ambufhe,  there 
redy  at  all  occafions,  haue  fodainelye  ryfen  vpon  then: 
thus  difperfed  and  fcattered  oute  of  arraye,  and  through 
prefumption  of  fafety  vnaduifedly  purfuing  the  chafe  ; 
and  haue  incontinent  changed  the  fortune  of  the  whole 
battayll :  and  fpite  of  their  tethes  wreflinge  oute  oi 
their  handes  the  fure  and  vndouted  victorye,  being  a 
litle  before  conquered,  haue  for  their  parte  conquerec 
the  conquerers.  It  is  hard  to  fay  whether  they  be 
craftier  m  layinge  an  ambufhe,  or  wittier  in  auoydinge 
the  fame.  You  would  thinke  they  intende  to  flye 
when  they  meane  nothing  leffe.  And  contrarye  wyfe 
when  they  go  about  that  purpofe,  you  wold  beleue 
it  were  the  leafle  parte  of  their  thought.  For  if  the) 
perceaue  themfelfes  either  ouermatched  in  numbre,  oi 
clofed  in  too  narrowe  a  place,  then  they  remoue  thei: 
campe  either  in  the  night  feafon  with  filence,  or  b) 
fome  pollicie  they  deceaue  theire  enemies,  or  in  the 
day  time  they  retiere  backe  fo  foftelye,  that  it  is  nc 
leffe  ieoperdie  to  media  with  them  when  they  gem 
backe,  then  when  they  preefe  on.     They  fence  anc 
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fortifie  their  campe  fewerlye  with  a  deape  and  a  brode 
trenche.  The  earth  therof  is  cafl  inward.  Nor  they 
do  not  fet  drudgeis  and  flaues  a  worke  about  it.  It  is 
doone  by  the  handes  of  the  fouldiours  them  felfes.  All 
the  whole  armye  worketh  vpon  it :  excepte  them  that 
kepe  watche  and  warde  in  harneis  before  the  trenche  for 
fodeine  auentures.  Therefore  by  the  labour  of  fo  manye 
a  large  trenche  clofmge  in  a  greate  compaffe  of  grounde 
is  made  in  leffe  tyme  then  anye  man  woulde  beleue. 
Theire  armoure  or  harneys,  whiche  they  t,,  . 

.     ^  ,  r»  n       1  Their  armour. 

weare,  is  fure  and  llrong  to  receaue  llrokes, 
and  handfome  for  all  mouinges  and  geflures  of  the 
bodye,  infomuche  that  it  is  not  vnweldye  to  fwymme 
m.  For  in  the  difcipline  of  theire  warefare  amonge 
other  feates  thei  learne  to  fwimme  in  harnes.  Their 
weapons  be  arrowes  aloufe  :  whyche  they  fhote  both 
flrongely  and  furelye,  not  onelye  fotemen,  but  alfo 
horfemen.  At  hande  flrokes  they  vfe  not  fwordes  but 
pollaxes,  whiche  be  mortall,  afwel  in  fharpenes,  as  in 
weyghte,  both  for  foynes  and  downe  flrokes.  Engines 
for  warre  they  deuyfe  and  inuent  wonders  wittelye. 
Whiche  when  they  be  made  they  kepe  verye  fecrete, 
leafle  yf  they  fhoulde  be  knowen  before  neade  requyre, 
they  fhould  be  but  laughed  at  and  ferue  to  no  purpofe. 
Bnt  in  makynge  them  hereunto  they  haue  chiefe  re- 
pecte,  that  they  be  both  eafy  to  be  caried,  and  hand- 
bme  to  be  moued,  and  turned  about.  ^^ 
Truce  taken  with  their  enemies  for  a  fhorte 
fime  they  do  fo  firmelye  and  faythfullye  keape,  that 
they  wyil  not  breake  it :  no  not  though  they  be  there- 
unto prouoked.  They  doe  not  wafle  nor  deflroye 
theire  enemies  lande  with  forraginges,  nor  they  burne 
not  vp  their  corne.  Yea,  they  faue  it  as  muche  as 
may  be  from  being  ouerrunne  and  troden  downe 
either  with  men  or  horfes,  thinkinge  that  it  growethe 
for  theire  owne  vfe  and  proffit.  They  hurt  no  man 
that  is  vnarmed,  onles  he  be  an  efpiall.  All  cities  that 
be  yelded  vnto  them,  they  defende.  And  fuche  as 
they  w}^nne  by  force  of  affaulte,  they  neither  difpoyle 
nor  facke,  but  them  that  withflode  and  dyffuaded  the 
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yeldynge  vp  of  the  fame,  they  put  to  deathe,  the  othe 
fouldiours  they  punnyflie  with  bondage.  All  th 
weake  multitude  they  leaue  vntouched.  If  they  know 
that  annye  citezeins  counfelled  to  yealde  and  rendr 
vp  the  citie,  to  them  they  gyue  parte  of  the  condemne( 
mens  goods.  The  refydewe  they  diflribute  and  giu 
frelye  amonge  them,  whofe  helpe  they  had  in  fam 
warre.  For  none  of  them  felfes  taketh  any  portion  c 
the  praye.  But  when  the  battaile  is  finifhed  and  ended 
they  put  theire  frendes  to  neuer  a  penny  code  of  al  th 
charges  that  they  were  at,  but  laye  it  vpon  their 
neckes  that  be  conquered.  Them  they  burdeine  with  th 
whole  charge  of  theire  expenfeis,  whiche  they  demaund 
of  them  partelye  in  moneie  to  be  kept  for  like  vfe  o 
battayll,  and  partelye  in  landes  of  greate  reuenues  to  b 
payde  vnto  them  yearelye  for  euer.  Suche  reuenue 
they  haue  now  in  manye  countreis.  Whiche  by  litle  an( 
litle  ryfmge  of  dyuers  and  fondry  caufes  be  increafei 
aboue.  vij.  [feven]  hundrethe  thoufand  ducates  by  th 
yere.  Thether  they  fende  forth  fome  of  their  citezein 
as  Lieuetenauntes,  to  Hue  there  fumptuoufly  like  mei 
of  honoure  and  renowne.  And  yet  this  not  withfland 
inge  muche  moneye  is  faued,  which  commeth  to  th 
commen  treafory :  onles  it  fo  chaunce,  that  they  ha( 
rather  trufl  ye  countrey  with  the  money.  AVhicl 
many  times  they  do  fo  long,  vntil  they  haue  nede  t( 
occupie  it.  And  it  feldome  happeneth,  that  thei  de 
maund  al.  Of  thefe  landes  they  affigne  parte  vnt 
them,  which  at  their  requefl  and  exhortacion  put  them 
felfes  in  fuch  ieoperdies,  as  I  fpake  of  before.  If  any 
prince  flirre  vp  warre  agaynfle  them,  intending 
inuade  theire  lande,  they  mete  hym  incontinent  out 
of  theire  owne  borders  with  greate  po\vre  and  flrengthe 
For  they  neuer  lyghtely  make  warre  in  their  own 
countrei.  Nor  they  be  neuer  broughte  into  fo  e> 
treme  neceffitie  as  to  take 
helpe  out  of  forreyne 
landes  into  their 
owne  Ilande. 
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C  <Bf  if)t  ttUQiom  in  Witopia* 

Here  be  diuers  kindes  of  religion  not  only 
in  fondrie  partes  of  the  Ilande,  but  alio 
in  diuers  places  of  euery  citie.  Some 
worfhip  for  God  the  fonne :  fome  the 
mone  :  fome,  fome  other  of  the  pianettes, 
rhere  be  that  giue  worfhip  to  a  man  that  was  ones  of 
ixcellente  vertue  or  of  famous  glory,  not  only  as  God, 
Dut  alfo  as  the  chiefefl  and  hyghefl  God.  But  the 
nofle  and  the  wyfeft  parte  (reiectynge  al  thefe)  beleue, 
:hat  there  is  a  certayne  Godlie  powre  vnknowen,  euer- 
iaflinge,  incomprehenfible,  inexplicable,  farre  aboue 
uhe  capacitie  and  retche  of  mans  witte,  difperfed 
throughoute  all  the  worlde,  not  in  bignes,  but  in  ver- 
tue and  power.  Him  they  call  the  father  of  al.  To 
[lim  alone  they  attribute  the  beginninges,  the  en- 
creafmges,  the  procedinges,  the  chaunges,  and  the 
endes  of  al  thinges.  Neither  they  geue  any  diuine 
honours  to  any  other  then  to  him.  Yea  al  ye  other 
alfo,  though  they  be  in  diuers  opinions,  yet  in  this 
pointe  they  agree  all  togethers  with  the  wifefl  forte, 
in  beleuing  that  there  is  one  chiefe  and  principall 
God,  the  maker  and  ruler  of  the  whole  worlde  :  whome 
they  all  commonlye  in  their  countrey  language  call 
Mythra.  But  in  this  they  difagree,  that  among  fome 
he  is  counted  one,  and  amonge  fome  an  other.  For 
euery  one  of  them,  whatfoeuer  yat  is  whiche  he  taketh 
for  the  chief  god,  thinketh  it  to  be  the  very  fame 
nature,  to  whole  only  diuine  mighte  and  maiellie,  the 
fumme  and  foueraintie  of  al  thinges  by  the  confent  of 
al  people  is  attributed  and  geuen.  Howbeit  they  all 
begyn  by  litle  and  litle  to  forfake  and  fall  from  this 
varietie  of  fuperflitions,  and  to  agre  togethers  in  that 
religion  whiche  femethe  by  reafon  to  paffe  and  excell 
the  refidewe.  And  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  all  the 
other  would  long  agoo  haue  bene  aboliflied,  but  that 
whatfoeuer  vnprofperous  thynge  happened  to  anie  of 
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them,  as  he  was  mynded  to  chaunge  his  rehgion,  th( 
fearefulnefle  of  people  did  take  it,  not  as  a  thing( 
comminge  by  chaunce,  but  as  fente  from  GOD  out  o 
heauen.  As  thoughe  the  God,  whofe  honoure  he  wa: 
forfakynge,  woulde  reuenge  tliat  wicked  purpofe  againf 
him.  But  after  they  hearde  vs  fpeake  of  the  name  o 
Chrifle,  of  his  doctrine,  lawes,  myracles,  and  of  the( 
no  leffe  wonderful  conflancie  of  fo  manye  martyrs 
whofe  bloude  wylUnglye  fhedde  broughte  a  grea 
numbre  of  nations  throughoute  all  partes  of  the  world( 
into  their  feet :  you  will  not  beleue  with  howe  gladdi 
mindes,  they  agreed  vnto  the  fame  :  whether  it  wen 
by  the  fecrete  infpiration  of  GOD,  or  elles  for  tha 
they  thought  it  nieghefl  vnto  that  opinion,  whicl 
among  them  is  counted  the  chiefefl.  Howbeit  '. 
thinke  this  was  no  fmale  helpe  and  furtheraunce  in  th< 
matter,  that  they  harde  vs  fay,  that  Chrifl  inflitutec 
among  his,  al  thinges  commen :  and  that  the  fam( 
Religious  hou-  commuuitie  doth  yet  remaine  amongefl  th( 
ses.  rightefl  Chriflian  companies.    Verely  how 

foeuer  it  came  to  paffe,  manye  of  them  confented  to 
gethers  in  our  religion,  and  were  waffhed  in  ye  hoi; 
water  of  baptifme.  But  becaufe  among  vs  foure  (fo 
no  mo  of  vs  was  left  a  liue,  two  of  our  companye  beyn] 
dead)  there  was  no  priefl,  which  I  am  right  forie  for 
they  beynge  entered  and  inftructed  in  al  other  pointe 
of  our  religion,  lacke  only  thofe  facramentes,  which 
here  none  but  prieftes  do  minifler.  Howbeit  the 
vnderfland  and  perceiue  them,  and  be  very  defierou 
of  ye  fame.  Yea,  they  reafon  and  difpute  ye  matte 
earneflly  among  themfelues,  whether  without  ye  fenc 
ing  of  a  chriflian  bifhop,  one  chofen  out  of  their  ow 
people  may  receaue  the  ordre  of  prieflhod.  An 
truely  they  were  minded  to  chuefe  one.  But  at  m 
departure  from  them  they  had  chofen  none.  The 
alfo  which  do  not  agree  to  Chrifles  religion,  feare  n 
man  from  it,  nor  fpeake  againfl  any  man  that  hat 
receiued  it.  Sauing  that  one  of  our  company  in  m 
prefence  was  Iharpely  punifhed.     He  as  foone  as 
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v/as  baptifed,  began  agalnfl  our  willes,  with  more 
earnefle  affection,  then  wifedome,  to  reafon  of  Chrifles 
religion :  and  began  to  waxe  fo  hote  in  his  matter, 
that  he  did  not  onlye  preferre  our  reHgion  before 
al  other,  but  alfo  did  vtterly  defpife  and  con- 
dempne  all  other,  calling  them  prophane,  and  the 
folowers  of  them  wicked  and  deuelifli,  and  the  children 
of  euerlaftinge  dampnation.  When  he  had  thus  longe 
reafoned  the  matter,  they  laide  holde  on  him,  accufed 
him,  and  condempned  him  into  exile,  not  as  a  defpifer 
of  religion,  but  as  a  fedicious  perfon,  and  a  raifer  vp  of 
diffention  amonge  the  people.  For  this  is  one  of  the 
auncientefl  lawes  amonge  them :  that  no  man  fhall  be 
blamed  for  refoninge  in  the  maintenaunce  of  his  owne 
religion.  For  kyng  Utopus,  euen  at  the  firfle  begin- 
ning, hearing  yat  the  inhabitauntes  of  the  land  wer 
before  his  comming  thether,  at  continuall  diffention  and 
flrife  amonge  themfelues  for  their  religions  :  perceyuing 
alfo  that  this  common  diffention  (whiles  euery  feuerall 
fecte  tooke  feueral  partes  in  fighting  for  their  countrey) 
was  the  only  occafion  of  his  conquefl  ouer  them  al, 
affone  as  he  had  gotten  the  victory :  Firfle  of  all  he 
made  a  decree,  that  it  fhould  be  lawfull  for  euerie  man 
to  fauoure  and  folow  what  reHgion  he  would,  and  that 
he  mighte  do  the  beft  he  could  to  bring  other  to  his 
opinion,  fo  that  he  did  it  peaceablie,  gentelie,  quietly, 
and  foberlie,  without  haflie  and  contentious  rebuking 
and  inuehing  againfl  other.  If  he  could  not  by  faire 
and  gentle  fpeche  induce  them  vnto  his  opinion  yet  he 
fhould  vfe  no  kinde  of  violence,  and  refraine  from  dis- 
pleafaunte  and  feditious  woordes.  To  him  gedidous  re- 
that  would  vehemently  and  feruentlye  in  this  soners  puni- 
caufe  ftriue  and  contende  was  decreed,  ^  ^  * 
banifhment  or  bondage.  This  lawe  did  kynge  Utopus 
make  not  only  for  the  maintenaunce  of  peace,  which 
he  faw  through  continuall  contention  and  mortal  hatred 
vtterly  extinguifhed :  but  alfo  becaufe  he  thought  this 
decrie  fliould  make  for  the  furtheraunce  of  religion. 
Wherof  he  durft  define  and  determine  nothing  vnad- 
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uifedlie,  as  douting  whether  god  defiering  manifolde 
and  diuerfe  fortes  of  honour,  would  infpire  fondry  men 
with  fondrie  kindes  of  reHgion,  And  this  fuerly  he 
thought  a  very  vnmete  and  foHfh  thing,  and  a  point  ot 
arrogant  prefumption,  to  compell  all  other  by  violence 
and  threateninges  to  agre  to  the  fame,  that  thou 
beleueft  to  be  trew.  Furthermore  thoughe  there  be 
one  religion,  whiche  alone  is  trew,  and  al  other  vaine 
and  fuperflitious,  yet  did  he  wel  forefee  (fo  that  the 
matter  were  handeled  with  reafon,  and  fober  modeftie) 
that  the  trueth  of  the  own  powre  would  at  the  lafl 
iffue  out  and  come  to  lyghte.  But  if  contention  and 
debate  in  that  behalfe  fhould  continuallye  be  vfed,  as 
the  woorfte  men  bemoofleobflinate  andflubbourne,  and 
in  their  euyll  opinion  moofle  conflante  :  he  perceaued 
that  then  the  belle  and  holyeft  religion  woulde  be  troden 
vnderfote  and  deftroyed  by  moll  vaine  fuperflicions, 
euen  as  good  corne  is  by  thornes  and  weedes  ouer- 
growen  and  chooked.  Therfore  all  this  matter  he 
lefte  vndifcuffed,  and  gaue  to  euerye  man  free  libertie 
and  choife  to  beleue  what  he  woulde.  Sauinge  that 
he  eameflelye  and  ilraitelye  charged  them,  that  no 
No  vile  opini-  man  fhould  conceaue  fo  vile  and  baafe  an 
ceauedof mans  opinion  of  the  diguitie  of  mans  nature,  as 
worthy  nature,  to  think  that  the  foules  do  die  and  perifhe 
with  the  bodye :  or  that  the  world  runneth  at  al 
auentures  gouerned  by  no  diuine  prouidence.  And 
therfore  thei  beleue  that  after  this  life  vices  be  ex- 
treamelye  puniflied  and  vertues  bountifully  rewarded. 
Hym  that  is  of  a  contrary  opinion  they  counte  not  in 
the  numbre  of  men,  as  one  that  hathe  aualed  the 
heighe  nature  of  hys  foule  to  the  vielnes  of  brute 
beaftes  bodies :  muche  leffe  in  the  numbre  of  their 
citiziens,  whofe  lawes  and  ordenaunces,  if  it  were  not 
for  feare,  he  wold  nothing  at  al  efleeme.  For  you 
maye  be  fuer  that  he  will  fLudie  either  with  craft 
priuely  to  mocke,  or  els  violently  to  breake  the  commen 
lawes  of  his  countrey,  in  whom  remaineth  no  further 
feare  then  of  the  lawes,  nor  no  further  hope  then  of  the 
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bodye.     Wherfore  he  that  is  thus  minded  is  depriued 
of  all  honours,  excluded  from  all  common   irreligious 
adminiflrations    in    the    weale    publique.   ded^flomau" 
And  thus  he  is  of  all  fortes  defpifed,  as  of  honours. 
an  vnprofitable,  and  of  a  bafe  and  vile  nature.     How- 
beit  they  put  him  to  no  punifhment,  becaufe  a  very  straung 
they  be  perfuaded,  that  it  is  in  no  mans   saymge. 
power  to  beleue  what  he  lifl.     No  nor  they  conflraine 
hym  not  with  threatninges  to  diffemble  his  minde, 
and  fhew  countenaunce  contrarie  to  his  thought    For 
deceit  and  falfliod  and  all  maners  of  lies,   Deceit  and  fais- 
as  nexte  vnto  fraude,  they  do  maruelouflie  ^°^  detested, 
detefle  and  abhorre.     But  they  fuffer  him  not  to  dis- 
pute in  his  opinion,  and  that  onelye  amonge  the  com- 
men  people.     For  els  aparte  amonge  the  priefles  and 
men  of  grauitie  they  do  not  onelye  fuffer,  but  alfo  ex- 
horte  him  to  difpute  and  argue  :  hoping  that  at  the  laR, 
that  madnes  will  geue  place  to  reafon.     There  be  alfo 
other,  and  of  them  no  fmall  numbre,  which  be  not  for- 
bidden to  fpeake  theyr  mindes,  as  grounding   their 
opinion  vpon  fome  reafon,  beyng  in  their  lining  neither 
euell  nor  vicious.  Their  herefie  is  much  contrarie  to  the 
other.     For  they  beleue  that  the  foules  of   a  marueious 
brute  beafles  be  immortall  and  euerlafling.   straunge  opi- 

--,  ,  ,  1       *,!  •        ruon  touching 

But  nothynge  to  be  compared  with  oures  m   the  souies  of 
dignitie,  neither  ordeined  nor  predeflinate  ^^^^^  beastes. 
to  like  felicitie.  For  al  they  beleue  certeinly  and  fewerly 
that  mans  bleffe  Ihal  be  fo  great,  that  they  do  moume 
and  lament  euery  mans  ficknes,  but  no  mans  death- 
oneles  it  be  one  whome  they  fee  depart  from  his  life 
carefullie,  and  agaynfl  his  will.     For  this  they  take  for 
a  verye  euel  token,  as  thoughe  the  foule  ^o  die  vnwii- 
beynge  in  difpaire,  and  vexed  in  confcience,   lyng'y  an  euek 
through  fome  priuie  and  fecret  forefeiling 
of  the  punifhement  now  at  hande  were  aferde  to  depart. 
And  they  thinke  he  fhall  not  be  welcome  to  God, 
which  when  he  is  called,  runneth  not  to  him  gladlye, 
but  is  drawen  by  force  and  fore  againfl  his  will.    They 
therfore  that  fee  this  kinde  of  deathe,  do  abhorre  it. 
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and  them  that  fo  die,  they  burie  with  forow  and  filence. 
And  when  they  haue  praied  God  to  be  mercifull  to  the 
foule,  and  mercifully  to  pardon  the  infirmities  therof, 
A  willing  and  they  couer  the  dead  coorfe  with  earth.  Con- 
nottobefamen!  trariewife  all  that  departe  merely  and  ful 
ted.  of  good  hope,  for  them  no  man  mourneth, 

but  followeth  the  heerfe  with  ioyfull  fynging,  commend- 
ing the  foules  to  God  with  great  affection.  And  at  the 
lafl,  not  with  mourning  forrow,  but  with  a  great  reuer- 
ence  they  bourne  the  bodies.  And  in  the  fame  place 
they  fette  vp  a  piller  of  flone,  with  the  dead  mans  titles 
therin  graued.  When  they  be  come  home  they  reherfe 
his  vertuous  maners  and  his  good  dedes.  But  no  part 
of  his  life  is  fo  oft  or  gladly  talked  of,  as  his  meri 
deth.  They  thinke  that  this  remembraunce  of  the 
vertue  and  goodnes  of  the  dead  doeth  vehemently  pro- 
uoke  and  enforce  the  lining  to  vertue.  And  that 
nothing  can  be  more  pleafaunt  and  acceptable  to  the 
deade.  Whom  they  fuppofe  to  be  prefent  among 
them,  when  they  talke  of  them,  though  to  the  dull 
and  feble  eiefight  of  mortall  men  they  be  inuifible. 
For  it  were  an  vnconuenient  thinge,  that  the  bleffed 
fhoulde  not  be  at  libertie  to  goo  whether  they 
woulde.  And  it  were  a  pointe  of  greate  vnkind- 
nes  in  them  to  haue  vtterly  caft  awaye  the  defire  ol 
vifitinge  and  feing  their  frendes,  to  whome  they 
were  in  their  life  time  ioyned  by  mutuall  loue  and 
amitie.  Whiche  in  good  men  after  their  deathe  they 
counte  to  be  rather  increafed  then  diminifhed.  The) 
beleue  therefore  that  the  deade  be  prefentlye  conuer 
faunt  amonge  the  quicke,  as  beholders  and  witneffe« 
of  all  their  v/ordes  and  dedes.  Therfore  they  go  more 
corragioufly  to  their  bufmes  as  hauing  a  truft  anc 
affiaunce  in  fuch  ouerfeers.  And  this  fame  belefe  o 
the  prefent  conuerfation  of  their  forefathers  and  aunce 
Sothsayers  tours  among  them,  feareth  them  from  al 
not  regarded  fccrctc  difhoncflie.  They  vtterly  defpift 
nor  ere  ite  .  ^^^  mockc  fothfayingcs  and  diuinations  o 
ihinges  to  come  by  the  flighte  or  voices  of  birdes,  ant 
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all  other  diumations  of  vaine  fuperflition,  whiche  in  other 
countreis  be  in  greate  obferuation.  But  they  highlye 
efleme  and  worfhyppe  miracles  that  come  j^j^ades 
by  no  healpe  of  nature,  as  woorkes  and  wit- 
neffes  of  the  prefente  power  of  God.  And  fuche  they 
faye  do  chaunce  there  verye  often.  And  fometimes  in 
great  and  doubtefull  matters,  by  commen  interceffion 
and  prayers,  they  procure  and  obteine  them  with  a  fure 
hope  and  confidence,  and  a  fleadfafl  belefe.   The  life  con- 

They  thinke  that  the  contemplation  of  na-  tempiatiue. 
ture,  and  the  prayfe  thereof  comminge,  is  to  God  a  very 
acceptable  honoure.  Yet  there  be  many  fo  earnefllye 
bent  and  affectioned  to  religion,  that  they  paffe  no  thing 
for  lerning,  nor  geue  their  mindes  to  any  The  life  ac- 
knowledge of  thinges.  But  ydelnes  they  vt-  tiue. 
terly  forfake  and  efchue,  thinking  felicitie  after  this  life 
to  be  gotten  and  obteined  by  bufie  labors  and  good 
exercifes.  Some  therfore  of  them  attende  vpon  the 
ficke,  fome  amende  high  waies,  clenfe  ditches,  repaire 
bridges,  digge  turfes,  grauell,  and  ftones,  fel  and  cleaue 
wood,  bring  wood,  corne  and  other  thinges  into  the 
cities  in  cartes,  and  ferue  not  onelye  in  commen  woor- 
kes, but  alfo  in  priuate  laboures  as  femauntes,  yea,  more 
then  bondmen.  For  what  fo  euer  vnpleafaunt,  harde, 
and  vile  worke  is  anye  where,  from  the  whiche  labour, 
lothfomnes,  and  defperation  doth  fray  other,  al  that 
they  take  vpon  them  willingly  and  gladly,  procuring 
quiete  and  reft  to  other,  remaininge  in  continual  woorke 
and  labour  themfelues,  not  embraidinge  others  there- 
with. They  neither  reproue  other  mens  Hues,  nor  glo- 
rie  in  theire  owne.  Thefe  men  the  more  feruiceable 
they  behaue  themfelues,  the  more  they  be  honoured  of 
all  men.  Yet  they  be  diuided  into  two  fectes.  The 
one  is  of  them  that  Hue  fmgle  and  chail,  abfleining  not 
onely  from  the  companie  of  women,  but  alfo  from  eat- 
ing of  fleflie,  and  fome  of  them  from  all  maner  of  beas- 
tes.  Whiche  vtterly  reiecting  the  pleafures  of  this  pre- 
fent  life  as  hurtfull,  be  all  wholye  fet  vpon  the  defier  of 
the  lyfe  to  come  by  watchynge,  and  fweatynge,  hoop- 
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inge  fhortly  to  obtaine  it,  being  in  the  meane  feafon 
merie  and  luftie.  The  other  fecte  is  no  leffe  defirous  of 
laboure,  but  they  embrace  matrimonye,  not  defpifynge 
the  folace  therof,  thinking  that  they  can  not  be 
difcharged  of  their  bounden  duties  towardes  nature 
without  labour  and  toyle,  nor  towardes  their  na- 
tiue  countrey  without  procreation  of  children.  They 
abflaine  from  no  pleafure  that  doeth  nothinge  hin- 
der them  from  laboure.  They  loue  the  flefh  of  foure 
footed  beafles,  bicaufe  they  beleue  that  by  yat 
meate  they  be  made  hardier  and  flronger  to  woorke. 
It  is  not  all  TheUtopianscountc  this  fecte  the  wifer,  but 
one  to  be  wise  the  Other  the  holier.  Which  in  that  they  pre- 
and  good.  {Qn'e  fmglc  life  before  matrimony,  and  that 

fharp  life  before  an  eafier  life,  if  herein  they  grounded  vpon 
reafon  they  would  mock  them.  But  now  forafmuchas  they 
fay  they  be  led  to  it  by  religion,  they  honor  and  wor- 
fhip  them.  And  theie  be  they  whom  in  their  language 
by  a  peculiar  name,  they  cal  Buthrefcas,  the  which 
woord  by  interpretation  fignifieth  to  vs  men  of  religion 
or  religious  men.  They  haue  priefles  of 
nestes.  exccdiug  liolincs,  and  therefore  very  few. 

For  there  be  but  xiij.  in  euery  citie  accordinge  to  the 
number  of  their  churches,  fauyng  when  they  go  furthe 
to  battel!.  For  than.  vij.  of  them  goo  lurth  with  the 
armie :  in  whofe  fleades  fo  manie  newe  be  made  at 
home.  But  the  other  at  their  letourne  home  again 
reentre  euery  one  into  his  owne  place,  they  that  be 
aboue  the  numbre,  vntill  fuche  time  as  they  fuccede 
into  the  places  of  the  other  at  their  dyinge,  be  in  the 
meane  feafon  continuallie  in  companie  with  the  bifh- 
oppe.  For  he  is  the  chiefe  heade  of  them  al.  They 
be  chofen  of  the  people,  as  the  other  magillrates  be  by 
fecrete  voices  for  the  auoydinge  of  flrife.  After  their 
election  they  be  confecrate  of  their  own  companie. 
They  be  ouerfeers  of  al  diuine  matters,  orderers  of  re- 
ligions, and  as  it  wer  iudges  and  maiflers  of  maners. 
And  it  is  a  great  difhoneflie  and  fhame  to  be  rebuked 
or  fpoken  to  by  any  of  them  for  diffolute  and  incontin- 
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ent  liuing.  But  as  it  is  their  office  to  geue  good  ex- 
hortations and  counfel,  fo  is  it  ye  dutie  of  the  prince 
and  the  other  magiilrates  to  correct  and  puniflie  offen- 
ders, fauing  that  the  priefles,  whome  they  find  excead- 
ing  vicious  Uuers,  them  they  excommuni-  Excommunica- 
cate  from  hauing  anye  interefL  in  diuine  tio"- 
matters.  And  there  is  almofle  no  punilhement  amonge 
them  more  feared.  For  they  ninne  in  verye  great  in- 
famie,  and  be  inwardly  tormented  with  a  fecret  feare  of 
rehgion,  and  fhall  not  long  fcape  free  with  their  bodies. 
For  vnleffe  they  by  quicke  repentaunce  approue  the 
amendement  of  their  Hues  to  the  priefles,  they  be  taken 
and  punifhed  of  the  counfel,  as  wicked  and  irreligious. 
Both  childhode  and  youth  is  inflructed,  and  taught  of 
them.  Nor  they  be  not  more  diligente  to  inflructe  them 
in  learning,  then  in  vertue  and  good  maners.  For  they 
vfe  with  verie  great  endeuour  and  diligence  to  put  in- 
to the  heades  of  their  children,  whiles  they  be  yet  ten- 
der and  phaunte,  good  opinions  and  profitable  for  the 
conferuation  of  their  weale  publique.  Which  when 
they  be  once  rooted  in  children,  do  remayne  with  them 
al  their  life  after,  and  be  wonders  profitable  for  the  de- 
fence and  maintenaunce  of  the  flate  of  the  commen 
welth.  Wliiche  neuer  decaieth  but  through e  vices  ris- 
inge  of  euill  opinions.  The  priefles,  onles  women  prie- 
they  be  women  (for  that  kinde  is  not  exclu-  stes. 
ded  from  prieflhoode,  howbeit  fewe  be  chofen,  and 
none  but  widdowes  and  old  women)  the  men  priefles, 
I  faye,  take  to  their  wifes  the  chiefefl  women  in  all  their 
countreye.  For  to  no  office  among  the  Utopians  is 
more  honour  and  preeminince  geuen.  In  fo  much  that 
if  they  commit  any  offence,  they  be  vnder  no  commen 
iudgement,  but  be  left  only  to  god  and  Themaiestie 
themfelfes.     For  thei  thinke  it  not  lawful  ^"^  p'^?""- 

■II*  •  1  Till         nence  of 

to  touch  him  with  mannes  hande,  be  he  pnestes. 
neuer  fo  vitious,  which  after  fo  fingular  a  fort  was  dedi- 
cate and  confecrate  to  god,  as  a  holly  ofiering.     This 
maner  may  they  eafelye  obferue,  bicaufe  they  haue  fo 
fewe  priefles,  and  do  chufe  them  with  fuch  circumxfpec- 
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tion.  For  it  fcafely  euer  chaunceth,  that  the  mode  ver- 
tuous  amonge  vertnous,  which  in  refpect  only  of  his 
vertue  is  auaunced  to  fo  high  a  dignity,  can  fal  to  vice 
and  wickednes.  And  if  it  fhould  chaunce  in  dede  (as 
mans  nature  is  mutable  and  fraile)  yet  by  reafon  they 
be  fo  fewe,  and  promoted  to  no  might  nor  powre,  but 
only  to  honoure,  it  were  not  to  be  feared  yat  anye  great 
dammage  by  them  fhould  happen  and  enfue  to  the  com- 
men  wealthe.  They  haue  fo  rare  and  fewe  prieftes, 
leafl  if  the  honour  were  communicated  to  many,  ye  dig- 
niti  of  the  ordre,  which  among  them  now  is  fo  highly 
eflemed,  fhould  rune  in  contempt.  Speciallye  bicaufe 
they  thincke  it  hard  to  find  many  fo  good,  as  to  be 
meet  for  that  dignity,  to  the  execution  and  difcharge 
whereof  it  is  not  fufficiente  to  be  endued  with  meane 
vertues.  Furthermore  thefe  prieftes  be  not  more  efle- 
med of  their  owne  countrey  men,  then  they  be  of  for- 
rein  and  flraunge  countreis.  Which  thinge  maye  here- 
by plainly  appere.  And  I  thinke  alfo  yat  this  is  the 
caufe  of  it.  For  whiles  ye  armies  be  fighting  together 
in  open  feld  they  a  litle  befide  not  farre  of  knele  vpon 
their  knees  in  their  hallowed  veflimentes,  holding  vp 
their  handes  to  heauen :  praing  firfl  of  all  for  peace, 
nexte  for  vyctory  of  their  owne  parte,  but  to  neyther 
part  a  bluddy  victory.  If  their  hofl  gette  the  vpper 
hand,  they  runne  in  to  the  mayne  battayle,  and  res- 
trayne  their  owne  men  from  lleying  and  cruelly  purfu- 
inge  theire  vanquyfhed  enemies.  VVhyche  enemyes,  yf 
they  doo  but  fee  them  and  fpeake  to  them,  it  is  ynoughe 
for  the  fauegarde  of  theire  lyues.  And  the  touching 
of  theire  clothes  defendeth  and  faueth  al  their  gooddes 
from  rauine  and  fpoyle.  This  thinge  hathe  auaunced 
them  to  fo  greate  wourfhip  and  trewe  maiefly  among  al 
nations,  that  manye  times  they  haue  afwel  preferued 
theire  own  citizens  from  ye  cruel  force  of  their  enemies, 
as  they  haue  theire  enemies  from  the  furyous  rage  of 
theire  owne  men.  For  it  is  well  knowen,  that  when 
theire  owne  army  hathe  reculed,  and  in  dyfpayre  turned 
backe,  and  runne  away,  their  ennemies  fyerilye  purfuing 
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with  llaughter  and  fpoyle,  then  the  priefles  cumming 
betwene  haue  flayed  the  murder,  and  parted  bothe  the 
hofles.     So  that  peace  hath  bene  made  and  concluded 
betwene  bothe  partes  vpon  equall  and  indifferent  condi- 
tions. For  there  was  neuer  any  nation,  fo  fierce,  fo  cruell, 
and  rude,  but  they  hadde  them  in  fuche  reuerence,  that 
they  counted  their  bodyes  hallowed  and  fanctified,  and 
therefore  not  to  beviolentlyeand  vnreuerentlye  touched. 
They  kepe  hoUye  the  firlle  and  the  lafle  daye  of 
euery  moneth  and   yeare,   diuydinge  the  Theobserua- 
yeare  into  monethes,  whyche  they  mea-  daies°Imonge 
fure  by  the  courfe  of  the  moone,  as  they  the  Utopians 
doo  the  yeare  by  the  courfe  of  the  fonne.     The  fyrfle 
dayes  they  call  in  theire  language  Lynemernes,  and 
the  lafle  Trapememes,  the  whyche  woordes  may  be 
interpreted,  primifefte  and  finifell,  or  els  in  our  fpeache, 
firft  feafle  and  lafl  feafl.   Their  churches  be  xheir  chur- 
verye  gorgious,  and  not  onelye  of  fine  and  cheis 
curious  workemanfhip,  but  alfo  (which  in  the  fewenes 
of  them  was  neceffary)  very  wide  and  large,  and  hable 
to  receaue  a  great  company  of  people.     But  they  be  al 
fumwhat  darke.      Howbeit  that   was   not  churcheisof 
donne   through   ignoraunce   in  buildinge,   aid ariSoL 
but  as  they  fay,  by  the  counfel  of  the  priefles.   why 
Bicaufe  they  thought  that  ouer  much  light  doth  difperfe 
mens  cogitations,  whereas  in  dimme  and  doubtful  lighte 
they  be  gathered  together,  and  more  earnefLly  fixed  vp- 
on religion  and  deuotion :  which  bicaufe  it  is  not  there 
of  one  fort  among  all  men,  and  yet  all  the  kindes  and 
faffions  of  it,  thoughe  they  be  fondry  and  manifold, 
agi'e  together  in  the  honour  of  the  diuine  nature,  as 
goyng  diuers  wayes  to  one  ende ;  therefore  nothing  is 
fene  nor  heard  in  ye  churches,  but  that  femeth  to  agre 
indefferently  with   them   all.      If  there  be  a  diflinct 
kind  of  facrifice  peculiar  to  anye  feueral  fecte,  that 
they  execute  at  home  in  their  owne  houfes.    The  com- 
mon facrifices  be  fo  ordered,  that  they  be  no  derogation 
nor  preiudice  to  anye  of  the  priuate  facrifices  and  re- 
ligions.    Therefore  no  ymage  of  annye  god  is  feene  in 
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the  churche,  to  the  intente  it  maye  bee  free  for  euer 
man  to  conceiue  god  by  their  reHgion  after  what  Hkene 
and  hmiUtude  they  will.  They  call  vpon  no  peculia 
name  of  god,  but  only  Mithra  In  the  which  w^orc 
they  all  agree  together  in  one  nature  of  the  diuin( 
maiefLi  whatfoeuer  it  be.  No  prayers  bee  vfed  but  fuch< 
as  euerye  man  maye  boldelie  pronounce  withoute  thi 
ofifendinge  of  anny  fecte.  They  come  therefore  to  th( 
churche,  the  lafte  day  of  euerye  moneth  and  yeare  u 
the  euenynge  yet  faftinge,  there  to  gyue  thankes  t( 
GOD  for  that  they  haue  profperouflye  paffed  ouer  th 
yeare  or  monethe,  wherof  that  hollye  daye  is  the  lafl 
daye.  The  nexte  daye  they  come  to  the  church  early 
in  the  mornyng,  to  praye  to  GOD  that  they  maye  hau 
good  fortune  and  fucceffe  all  the  newe  yeare  or  moneth 
whych  they  doo  begynne  of  that  fame  hollye  daye 
But  in  the  holly  dayes  that  be  the  lafle  dayes  of  th 
monethes  and  yeares,  before  they  come  to  the  churche 
the  wiues  fall  downe  proflrat  before  theire  hufbande 
feet  at  home,  and  the  children  before  th 
on  of  the  uto-  fcctc  of  their  parentes,  confeffmge  and  ac 
pians.  knowleginge  themfelfes  offenders  either  b 

fome  actuall  dede,  or  by  omiffion  of  their  deuty,  ani 
dehre  pardon  for  their  ofifenfe.  Thus  yf  anye  cloud 
of  priuy  difpleafure  was  rifen  at  home,  by  this  fatiffac 
tion  it  is  ouerblowen,  that  they  may  be  prefente  at  th 
facrifices  with  pure  and  charitable  mindes.  For  the 
be  aferd  to  come  there  with  troubled  confciences 
Therefore  if  they  knowe  themfelfes  to  beare  any 
hatred  or  grudge  towardes  anye  man,  they  prefum 
not  to  come  to  ye  facrifices,  before  they  haue  recor 
ciled  themfelfes  and  purged  theire  confciences,  fc 
feare  of  greate  vengeaunce  and  punyfhemente  for  the; 
oifenfe.  When  they  come  thether,  the  men  goo  int 
d  fcr  ^^^  ryghte  fyde  of  the  churche,  and  th 
places  in  the  womcn  iuto  the  lefte  fyde.  There  they  plac 
Churche.  themfelfes  in  fuche  oidre,   that   all   the 

whyche  be  of  the  male  kinde  m  euery  houfhold  fitt 
before  the  goodman  of  ye  houfe,  and  they  of  the  femal 
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cinde  before  the  goodAvyfe.  Thus  it  is  forfene  that  all 
;heir  geflures  and  behauiours  be  marked  and  obferued 
ibrode  of  them  by  whofe  authority  and  difcipline  they 
)e  gouerned  at  home.  This  alfo  they  diligently 
ee  vnto,  that  the  younger  euermore  be  coupled  with 
lis  elder,  lefl  children  beinge  ioyned  together,  they 
hould  paffe  ouer  yat  time  in  childifli  wantonnes,  wherin 
hey  ought  principally  to  conceaue  a  religious  and  de- 
loute  feare  towardes  god  :  which  is  the  chiefte  and  al- 
nofl  ye  only  incitation  to  vertu.  They  kill  no  lining 
)eafl  in  facrifice,  nor  they  think e  not  that  the  merciful 
:lemencye  of  god  hath  delite  in  bloude  and  ilaughter, 
vhich  hath  geuen  liffe  to  beafles  to  the  in- 
ent  they  fliould  Hue.  They  burne  franc-  ^^^^  "*^^* 
:enfence,  and  other  fweet  fauours,  and  light  alfo  a 
^eate  numbre  of  waxe  candelles  and  tapers,  not  fup- 
)ofinge  this  geare  to  be  any  thing  auaylable  to  the 
iiuine  nature,  as  neither  ye  prayers  of  men.  But  this 
^nhurtful  and  harmeles  kind  of  worfliip  pleafeth  them. 
Vnd  by  thies  fweet  fauoures  and  lightes,  and  other 
iich  ceremonies  men  feele  themfelfes  fecretlye  lifted 
'-p,  and  encouraged  to  deuotion  with  more  willynge 
md  feruent  hartes.  The  people  wearethe  in  the 
:hurche  white  apparell,  The  priefl  is  clothed  in 
:haungeable  colours.  Whiche  in  workemanfhipe  bee 
xcellent,  but  in  fluffe  not  verye  pretious.  For  theire 
eflimentes  be  neither  embraudered  with  gold,  nor  fet 
^'ith  precious  ftones.  But  they  be  wrought  fo  fynely 
nd  conningelye  with  diuers  fethers  of  foules,  that  the 
flimation  of  no  coflely  fluffe  is  hable  to  counteruaile 
he  price  of  the  worke.  Furthermore  in  thefe  birdes 
ethers,  and  in  the  dewe  ordre  of  them,  whiche  is  ob- 
^rued  in  theire  fetting,  they  faye,  is  conteyned  certaine 
iuine  mifleries.  The  interpretation  whereof  knowen, 
i^hiche  is  diligentlye  taught  by  the  priefles,  they  be  put 
1  remembraunce  of  the  bountifull  benefites  of  God 
owarde  them  :  and  of  the  loue  and  honoure  whiche 
f  theire  behalfe  is  dewe  to  God :  and  alfo  of  their 
euties  one  towarde  another.     When  the  priefl  firfl 
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commeth  out  of  the  veftry  thus  apparelled,  they  fall 

downe  incontinent  euerye  one  reuerentlye  to  the  ground, 

with  fo  llill  filence  on  euerye  part,  that  the  very  faffion 

of  the  thinge  Rriketh  into  them  a  certayne  feare  of 

God,   as  though   he  were  there  perfonally  prefente. 

When  they  haue  lien  a  litle  fpace  on  the  ground,  the 

priea  geuethe  them  a  figne  for  to  ryfe.     Then  they 

fing  prayfes  vnto  God,  whiche  they  intermixt  with  m 

Theirechurche   ilrumeutes  of  muficke,  for  the  moRe  part( 

musike.  of  Other  faffions  then  thefe  that  we  vfe  ir 

this  parte  of  the  worlde.    And  like  as  fome  of  ours  I  e^ 

muche  fweter  then  theirs,  fo  fome  of  theirs  doo  farre 

paffe  ours.     But  in  one  thinge  doubdes  they  goo  ex 

ceding  farre  beyonde  vs.     For  all  their  mufike  both( 

that  they  playe  vpon  inflrumentes,  and  that  they  fmg( 

with  mannes  voyce  dothe  fo  refemble  and  expreff( 

naturall  affections,  the  found  and  tune  is  fo  appliec 

and  made  agreable  to  the  thinge,  that  whether  it  bee  J 

prayer,  or  els  a  dytty  of  gladnes,  of  patience,  of  trou 

ble,  of  mournynge,  or  of  anger  ;  the  faffion  of  th 

melodye    dothe   fo   reprefente    the   meaning   of  th 

thing,  that  it  doth  wonderfullye  moue,  flirre,  pearce 

and  enflame  the  hearers  m}Tides.  At  the  lafte  the  peopl 

and  the  prieR  together  rehearfe  folempne  prayers  1 

woordes,  exprellye  pronounced,  fo  mad 

Prayers.  ^j^^^  eueryc  man  maye  priuatelye  apply 

to  hymfelfe  that  which  is  commonlye  fpoken  of  al 

In  thefe  prayers  euerye  man  recognifethe  and  knov 

ledgethe  God  to  be  hys  maker,  hys  gouernoure,  an 

the  principal  caufe  of  all  other  goodnes,  thankyng 

him  for   fo  many  benefites  receaued   at  his  hand< 

But  namelye  that  throughe  the  fauoure  of  God  he  hal 

chaunced  into  that  publyque  weale,  whiche  is  mof 

happye  and  welthye,  and  hathe  chofen  that  religio: 

whyche  he  hopeth  to  be  mofte  true.     In  the  whycl 

thinge  if  he  doo  anye  thinge  erre,  or  yf  there  be  ai 

other  better  then  eyther  of  them  is,  being  more  a 

ceptable  to  God,  he  defierethe  him  that  he  wyl  of  h 

goodnes  let  him  haue  knowledge  thereof,  as  one  th 
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is  ready  too  followe  what  way  foeuer  he  %vyll  leade  hym. 
But  yf  this  fourme  and  faffion  of  a  commen  wealthe 
bee  befte,  and  his  owne  relygion  rnofl  true  and  per- 
fecte,  then  he  defyrethe  GOD  to  gyue  hym  a  con- 
llaunte  fledefaflnes  in  the  fame,  and  too  brynge  all 
other  people  to  the  fame  ordre  of  lyuynge,  and  to  the 
fame  opinion  of  God  onles  there  bee  annye  thinge 
that  in  this  diuerfitye  of  religions  dothe  delite  his  vn- 
fercheable  pleafure.     To  be  fhorte  he  prayeth  hym, 
that  after  his  deathe  he  maye  come  to  hym.    But  how 
foone  or  late  that  he  dare  not  affynge  or  determine. 
Hovvebeit,  if  it  myght  flande  with  his  maieflies  pleafure, 
he  woulde  be  muche  gladder  to  dye  a  paynefull  deathe 
and  fo  to  goo  to  God,  then  by  longe  lyuing  in  worldlye 
profperitye  to  bee  awaye  from  him.  Whan  this  prayer  is 
laid  they  fal  doune  to  the  ground  again  and  a  lytle  after 
they  ryfe  vp  and  go  to  dinner.    And  the  refydewe  of  the 
daye  they  paffe  ouer  in  playes,  and  exercife  of  cheualrye. 
Nowe  I  haue  declared  and  defcribed  vnto  you,  as 
truelye  as   I   coulde  the  fourme  and  ordre  of  that 
commen   wealth,    which   verely  in   my    iudgment   is 
not   only  the   befle,  but   alfo   that   which   alone   of 
good  right  maye  claime  and  take  vpon  it  the  name  of 
a  commen  wealth  or  publique  weale.     For  in  other 
places  they  fpeake  flil  of  the  commen  wealth.     But 
euery  man  procure th  his  owne  priuate  gaine.     Here 
where  nothinge  is  priuate,  the  commen  affaires  bee 
earnefllye  loked  vpon.  And  truely  on  both  partes  they 
haue  good  caufe  fo  to  do  as  they  do.     For  in  other 
countreys  who  knoweth  not  that  he  fhall  flerue  for  hon 
ger,  onles  he  make  fome  feuerall  prouifion  lor  himfelfe, 
though  the  commen  wealthe  floryfhe  neuer  fo  muche 
in  ryches?     And  therefore  he  is  compelled  euen  of 
verye  neceffitie  to  haue  regarde  to  him  felfe,  rather  then 
to  the  people,  that  is  to  faye,  to  other.     Contrary wyfe 
there  where  all  thinges  be  commen  to  euery  man,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  that  any  man  fhal  lacke  anye 
thinge  neceffary  for  his  priuate  vfes :  fo  that  the  com- 
men  flore  houfes  and  bemes  be  fufficientlye  llored. 
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For  there  nothinge  is  diflributed  afcer  a  nyggyfhe  forte 
neither  there  is  anye  poore  man  or  begger.  Am 
thoughe  no  man  haue  anye  thinge,  yet  euerye  man  i 
ryche.  For  what  can  be  more  riche,  then  to  lyue  io) 
fully  and  merely,  without  al  griefe  and  penfifenes  :  Nc 
earring  for  his  owne  lyuing,  nor  vexed  or  troubled  wit 
his  wifes  importunate  complayntes,  nor  dreadyng 
pouertie  to  his  fonne,  nor  forrowyng  for  his  doughtei 
dowrey  ?  Yea  they  take  no  care  at  all  for  the  lyuyn 
and  wealthe  of  themfelfes  and  al  theirs,  of  theire  wyfe: 
theire  chyldren,  theire  nephewes,  theire  childrens  chyle 
ren,  and  all  the  fucceffion  that  euer  fhall  followe  i 
theire  pofleritie.  And  yet  befydes  this  there  is  n 
leffe  prouifion  for  them  that  were  ones  labourers,  an 
be  nowe  weake  and  impotent,  then  for  them  that  d 
nowe  laboure  and  take  payne.  Here  nowe  woulde 
fee,  yf  anye  man  dare  bee  fo  bolde  as  to  compare  wit 
this  equytie,  the  iuflice  of  other  nations.  Amon 
whom,  I  forfake  God,  if  I  can  fynde  any  figne  or  toke 
of  equitie  and  iuflice.  For  what  iuftice  is  this,  that 
ryche  goldefmythe,  or  an  vfurer,  or  to  bee  fliorte  an} 
of  them,  which  either  doo  nothing  at  all,  or  els  thi 
whyche  they  doo  is  fuch,  that  it  is  not  very  nec( 
fary  to  the  common  wealth,  fhould  haue  a  pleafaun 
and  a  welthie  lyuinge,  either  by  Idlenes,  or  by  vi 
neceffarye  bufmes :  When  in  the  meane  tyme  poor 
labourers,  carters,  yronfmythes,  carpenters,  and  plov 
men,  by  fo  greate  and  continual  toyle,  as  drawing  an 
bearinge  beaftes  be  fkant  hable  to  fufleine,  and  again 
fo  neceffary  toyle,  that  without  it  no  common  wealt 
were  hable  to  continewe  and  endure  one  yere,  fhou' 
yet  get  fo  harde  and  poore  a  lyuing,  and  lyue  : 
wretched  and  miferable  a  lyfe,  that  the  flate  and  coi 
dition  of  the  labouringe  beafles  maye  feme  mucl' 
better  and  welthier?  For  they  be  not  put  to  fc 
continuall  laboure,  nor  theire  lyuinge  is  not  much 
worfe,  yea  to  them  muche  pleafaunter,  takynge  n 
thoughte  in  the  meane  feafon  for  the  tyme  to  com 
But  thefe  feilye  poore  wretches  be  prefently  tormente 
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with  barreyne  and  vnfmtefull  labour.  And  the  remera- 
braunce  of  theire  poore  indigent  and  beggerlye  olde 
age  kylleth  them  vp.  For  theire  dayly  wages  is  fo  lytle, 
that  it  will  not  fuffice  for  the  fame  daye,  muche  leffe  it 
yeldeth  any  ouerplus,  that  may  daylye  be  layde  vp  for 
the  relyefe  of  olde  age.  Is  not  this  an  vniufl  and  an 
vnkynde  publyque  weale,  whyche  gyueth  great  fees  and 
rewardes  to  gentlemen,  as  they  call  them,  and  to  gold- 
fmythes,  and  to  fuche  other,  whiche  be  either  ydle 
perfones,  or  els  onlye  flatterers,  and  deuyfers  of  vayne 
pleafures  :  And  of  the  contrary  parte  maketh  no  gentle 
prouifion  for  poore  plowmen,  coliars,  laborers,  carters, 
yronfmythes,  and  carpenters  :  v/ithout  whome  no  com- 
men  wealthe  can  continewe  ?  But  after  it  hath  abufed 
the  labours  of  theire  lufly  and  flowring  age,  at  the 
lafle  when  they  be  oppreffed  with  olde  age  and  fycke- 
nes :  being  nedye,  poore,  and  indigent  of  all  thinges, 
then  forgettyng  theire  fo  manye  paynefull  watchinges, 
not  remembring  their  fo  manye  and  fo  greate  benefites, 
recompenfeth  and  acquyteth  them  mofle  vnkyndly 
with  myferable  death.  And  yet  befides  this  the  riche 
men  not  only  by  priuate  fraud,  but  alfo  by  commen 
lawes  do  euery  day  pluck  and  fnatche  awaye  from  the 
poore  fome  parte  of  their  daily  lining.  So  where  as  it 
femed  before  vniufleto  recompenfe  withvnkindnes  their 
paynes  that  haue  bene  beneficiall  to  the  publique  weale, 
nowe  they  haue  to  this  their  wrong  and  vniufle  deal- 
inge  (which  is  yet  a  muche  worfe  pointe)  geuen  the 
name  of  iuflice,  yea  and  that  by  force  of  a  law.  Ther- 
fore  when  I  confider  and  way  in  my  mind  all  thefe 
commen  wealthes,  which  now  a  dayes  any  where  do 
florifh,  fo  god  helpe  me,  I  can  perceaue  nothing  but  a 
certein  confpiracy  of  riche  men  procuringe  theire  owne 
commodities  vnder  the  name  and  title  of  the  commen 
wealth.  They  inuent  and  deuife  all  meanes  and  craftes, 
firfl  how  to  kepe  fafely,  without  feare  of  lefmg,  that 
they  haue  vniudly  gathered  together,  and  next  how  to 
hire  and  abufe  the  worke  and  laboure  of  the  poore  for 
as  litle  money  as  may  be.     Thefe  deuifes,  .when  the 
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riche  men  haue  decreed  to  be  kept  and  obferued  vnde 
coloure  of  the  comminaltie,  that  is  to  faye,  alfo  of  th( 
pore  people,  then  they  be  made  lawes.  But  thefe  mof 
wicked  and  vicious  men,  when  they  haue  by  their  vnfati 
able  couetoufnes  deuided  among  them  felues  al  tholi 
thinges,  whiche  woulde  haue  fufficed  all  men,  yet  hov 
farre  be  they  from  the  wealth  and  felicitie  of  the  Uto 
Contempte  of  pian  commen  wealth  ?  Out  of  the  which 
Money.  ^^  that  all  the  defire  of  money  with  th( 

vfe  thereof  is  vtterly  fecluded  and  baniflied,  how^ 
greate  a  heape  of  cares  is  cut  away  ?  How  great  ai 
occafion  of  wickednes  and  mifchiefe  is  plucked  vp  b; 
ye  rotes?  For  who  knoweth  not,  that  fraud,  thefi 
rauine,  brauling,  quarelling,  brabling,  flriffe,  chidins 
contention,  murder,  treafon,  poifoning,  which  by  dail 
punifhmentes  are  rather  reuenged  then  refrained,  d< 
dye  when  money  dieth.  And  alfo  that  feare,  griefe 
care,  laboures,  and  watchinges  do  perifh  euen  the  ver 
fame  moment  that  money  perifheth  ?  Yea  pouerty  i 
felfe,  which  only  femed  to  lacke  money,  if  mone 
were  gone,  it  alfo  would  decreafe  and  vanifhe  awa) 
And  that  you  may  perceaue  this  more  plainly,  confide 
with  your  felfes  fome  barein  and  vnfruteful  year^ 
wherin  manye  thoufandes  of  people  haue  flarued  fo 
honger :  I  dare  be  bolde  to  fay,  yat  in  the  end  of  tha 
penury  fo  much  corne  or  grain  might  haue  ben 
found  in  the  rich  mens  bernes,  if  they  had  bene  fearchec 
as  being  diuided  among  them  whome  famine  an 
peflilence  then  confumed,  no  man  at  al  Ihould  hau 
felt  that  plague  and  penuri.  So  eafely  might  me 
gette  their  liuing,  if  that  fame  worthye  princeffe  lad 
money  did  not  alone  flop  vp  the  waye  betwene  \ 
and  our  lyuing,  which  a  goddes  name  was  vei 
excellently  deuifed  and  inuented,  that  by  her  th 
way  therto  fhould  be  opened.  I  am  fewer  the  rycl 
men  perceaue  this,  nor  they  be  not  ignoraunte  ho 
much  better  it  were  too  lacke  noo  neceffarye  thin, 
then  to  abunde  with  ouermuche  fuperfluite:  to  be  ry 
oute  of  innumerable  cares  and  troubles,  then  to  be  b 
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feiged  and  eiicombred  with  great  ryches.  And  1  dowte 
not  that  either  the  refpecte  of  euery  mans  priuate  com- 
moditie,  or  els  the  authority  of  oure  fauioure  Chrifle 
(which  for  his  great  wifdom  could  not  but  know  what 
were  beft,  and  for  his  ineflimable  goodnes  could  not 
but  counfel  to  that  which  he  knew  to  be  befl)  wold  haue 
brought  all  the  worlde  longe  agoo  into  the  a  marueious 
lawes  of  this  weale  publique,  if  it  wer  not  yat  sayinge. 
one  only  beaft,  ye  princeffe  and  mother  of  all  mifchiefe 
Pride,  doth  withfLande  and  let  it.  She 
meafurethe  not  wealth  and  profperity  by  ^^^^' 
her  owne  commodities,  but  by  the  miferie  and  incom- 
modities  of  other,  fhe  would  not  by  her  good  will  be 
made  a  goddeffe,  yf  there  were  no  wretches  left,  ouer 
whom  fhe  might  like  a  fcorneful  ladie  rule  and  triumph, 
ouer  whofe  miferies  her  felicities  mighte  fhyne,  whofe 
pouertie  fhe  myghte  vexe,  tormente,  and  encreafe  by 
gorgiouflye  fettynge  furthe  her  richeffe.  Thys  hell 
hounde  creapeth  into  mens  hartes :  and  plucketh  them 
backe  from  entering  the  right  pathe  of  life,  and  is  fo 
depely  roted  in  mens  brefles,  that  fhe  can  not  be  pluc- 
ked out.  This  fourme  and  fafhion  of  a  weale  publique, 
which  I  would  gladly  wifh  vnto  al  nations :  I  am  glad 
yet  that  it  hath  chaunced  to  the  Utopians,  which  haue 
folowed  thofe  inflitutions  of  life,  whereby  they  haue 
laid  fuch  foundations  of  their  common  wealth,  as  fhal 
continew  and  lafl  not  only  wealthely,  but  alfo  as  far  as 
mans  wit  may  iudge  and  coniecture,  fhall  endure  for 
euer.  For,  feyng  the  chiefe  caufes  of  ambition  and  fe- 
dition,  with  other  vices  be  plucked  vp  by  the  rootes, 
and  abandoned  at  home,  there  can  be  no  ieopardie  of 
domifticall  diffention,  which e  alone  hathe  cafte  vnder 
foote  and  brought  to  noughte  the  well  fort[i]fied  and 
flronglie  defenced  wealthe  and  riches  of  many  cities. 
But  forafmuch  as  perfect  Concorde  remaineth,  and 
wholfome  lawes  be  executed  at  home,  the  enuie  of  al 
forein  princes  be  not  hable  to  fhake  or  moue  the  em- 
pire, though  they  haue  many  tymes  long  ago  gone  about 
to  do  it,  beyng  euermore  drinen  backe. 
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Thus  when  Raphaell  hadde  made  an  ende  of  his  tale, 
though  many  thinges  came  to  my  mind,  which  in  the 
maners  and  lawes  of  that  people  femed  to  be  inflituted 
and  founded  of  no  good  reafon,  not  onely  in  the  fafhion 
of  their  cheualry,  and  in  their  facrifices  and  religions, 
and  in  other  of  their  lawes,  but  alfo,  yea  and  chiefly,  in 
that  which  is  the  principal  foundation  of  al  their  ordin- 
aunces,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  communitie  of  their  life 
and  liuynge,  withoute  anye  occupieng  of  money,  b> 
the  whiche  thinge  onelye  all  nobilitie,  magnificence, 
wourfhippe,  honour,  and  maieflie,  the  true  ornamentes 
and  honoures,  as  the  common  opinion  is,  of  a  commor 
wealth,  vtterlye  be  ouerthrowen  and  deflroied  :  yet  be 
caufe  I  knew  that  he  was  wery  of  talking,  and  was  nol 
fure  whether  he  coulde  abyde  that  anye  thynge  fhoulde 
be  fayde  againfle  hys  mynde :  fpeciallye  remembrynge 
that  he  had  reprehended  this  faulte  in  other,  which  be 
aferde  left  they  fhould  feme  not  to  be  wife  enough,  on 
les  they  could  find  fome  fault  in  other  mens  inuentions 
therfore  I  praifing  both  their  inflitutions  and  hys  com 
munication,  toke  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  intc 
fupper:  fayinge  that  we  woulde  chuefe  an  other  tim( 
to  waye  and  examine  the  fame  matters,  and  to  talk( 
with  him  moore  at  large  therin.  Whiche  woulde  Goc 
it  might  ones  come  to  paffe.  In  the  meane  time  as  ] 
can  not  agree  and  confent  to  all  thinges  that  he  faide 
beyng  els  without  doubt  a  man  Angularly  well  learned 
and  alfo  in  all  worldelye  matters  exactly  and  profoundl; 
experienced:  fo  mufl  I  nedes  confeffe  and  graun 
that  many  thinges  be  in  the  Uto- 
pian weale  publique,  whiclie 
in  our  cities  I  maye  ra- 
ther wifhe  for,  then 
hope  after. 

C  STiius  euSet^  ti^e  aftmtoontft  talfte 
of  iaapljael  ©jjti&loOa^e  concer- 
ning ti^c  latocs  anD  instituti- 
ons of  ti^e  IlanOc 
of  Sltojna^ 


il  ^0  ti^e  viQi)t  fjoitomable  ^it- 

rome  Buslpfle,  prouost  2lncnn,  anO  counsclloure 

to  ti)e  tati^olifte  fttuge  ffiljarlcs,  ?3eter  ffl^j)Ics, 

©ttiKtn  of  ^nttocrpe,  toisijctfi  Ijealtlj 

auD  felicitie. 

Homas  More  the  fmgular  ornamente  of  this 
our  age,  as  you  your  felf  (right  honourable 
Buflide)  can  witneffe,  to  whome  he  is  per- 
fectly wel  knowen,  fent  vnto  me  this  other 
day  the  ylande  of  Utopia,  to  very  few  as 
yet  knowen,  but  mofl  worthy,  which  as  farre  excelling 
Platoes  commen  wealthe,  all  people  fhoulde  be  will- 
inge  to  know:  fpecially  of  a  man  mofl  eloquent  fo 
finely  fet  furth,  fo  conningly  painted  out,  and  fo  euid- 
ently  fubiect  to  the  eye,  that  as  oft  as  I  reade  it,  me 
thinketh  that  I  fee  fomwhat  more,  then  when  I  heard 
Raphael  Hythloday  himfelfe  (for  I  was  prefent  at  that 
talke  afwell  as  mafler  More)  vtteryng  and  pronounc- 
ing his  owne  woordes:  Yea,  though  the  fame  man,  ac- 
cordinge  to  his  pure  eloquence,  did  fo  open  and  de- 
clare the  matter,  that  he  might  plainely  enough  appeare, 
to  reporte  not  thinges,  which  he  had  learned  of  others 
onelye  by  hearefay,  but  which  he  had  with  his  own  eyes 
prefently  fene,  and  throughly  vewed,  and  wherin  he  had 
no  fmal  time  bene  conuerfant  and  abiding :  a  man  tru- 
lie,  in  mine  opinion,  as  touching  the  knowledge  of  re- 
gions, peoples,  and  worldly  experience,  muche  paffmge, 
yea  euen  they  very  famous  and  renowmed  trauailer 
Vlyffes :  and  in  dede  fuche  a  one,  as  for  the  fpace  of  thefe 
viij.  c.  [eight  hundred]  yeres  pall  I  think  nature  into  the 
worlde  brought  not  furth  his  like :  in  comparifon  of  whome 
Vefpuce  maye  be  thought  to  haue  fene  nothing.  More- 
ouer,  wheras  we  be  wont  more  effectually  and  pitthely 
to  declare  and  expreffe  thinges  that  we  haue  fene,  then 
whiche  we  haue  but  onelye  hearde,  there  was  befides 
that  in  this  man  a  certen  pecuUar  grace,  and  fmgular 
dexteritie  to  difcriue  and  fet  furth  a  matter  withall. 
Yet  the  felfe  fame  thinges  as  ofte  as  I  beholde  and  con- 
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fider  them  drawen  and  painted  oute  with  mafler  Mores 
penfille,  I  am  therwith  fo  moued,  fo  delited,  fo  inflamed, 
and  fo  rapt,  that  fometime  me  think  I  am  prefently 
conuerfaunt,  euen  in  the  ylande  of  Utopia.  And  I  pro- 
mife  you,  I  can  fl<:ante  beleue  that  Raphael  himfelfe  by 
al  that  fine  yeres  fpace  that  he  was  in  Utopia  abiding, 
faw  there  fomuch,  as  here  in  mafler  Mores  defcription 
is  to  be  fene  and  perceaued.  Whiche  defcription  with 
fo  manye  wonders,  and  miraculous  thinges  is  repleni- 
fhed,  that  I  flande  in  great  doubt  wherat  firft  and  chief- 
Ue  to  mufe  or  marueile :  whether  at  the  excellencie  of 
his  perfect  and  fuer  memorie,  which  could  welniegh 
worde  by  woorde  rehearfe  fo  manye  thinges  once  onely 
heard:  or  elles  at  his  Angular  prudence,  who  fo  well 
and  wittyly  marked  and  bare  away  al  the  originall  caufes 
and  fountaynes  (to  the  vulgare  people  commenly  mofl 
vnknowen)  wherof  both  yffueth  and  fpringeth  the  mor- 
tall  confufion  and  vtter  decaye  of  a  commen  wealth,  and 
alfo  the  auauncement  and  wealthy  flate  of  the  fame  may 
riefe  and  growe :  or  elles  at  the  efficacie  and  pitthe  of 
his  woordes,  which  in  fo  fine  a  latin  flile,  with  fuche 
force  of  eloquence  hath  couched  together  and  com- 
prifed  fo  many  and  diuers  matters,  fpeciallie  beinge  a 
man  continuallie  encombred  with  fo  manye  bufye  and 
troublefome  cares,  both  publique,  and  priuate,  as  he 
is.  Howbeit  all  thefe  thinges  caufe  you  litle  to  mar- 
uell  (righte  honourable  Buflid)  for  that  you  are  famil- 
iarly and  throughly  acquainted  with  the  notable,  yea 
almofl  diuine  witte  of  the  man.  But  nowe  to  procede 
to  other  matters,  I  fuerly  know  nothing  nedeful  or  re- 
quifite  to  be  adioyned  vnto  his  writinges :  Onely 
meter  of  iiij.  verfes  written  in  the  Utopian  tongue, 
whiche  after  mafler  Mores  departure  Hythloday  by 
chaunce  fhewed  me,  that  haue  I  caufed  to  be  added 
thereto,  with  the  Alphabete  of  the  fame  nation,  and 
haue  alfo  garniflied  the  margent  of  the  boke  with  cer- 
ten  notes.  For,  as  touchinge  the  fituation  of  the 
ylande,  that  is  to  faye,  in  what  parte  of  the  workk 
Utopia  flandeth,  the  ignoraunce  and  lacke  whereof  not 
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a  litle  troubleth  and  greueth  mafler  More,  in  dede 
Raphael  left  not  that  vnfpoken  of.  Howbeit  with 
verie  fewe  wordes  he  lightly  touched  it,  incidentlye  by 
ye  way  paffmg  it  ouer,  as  meanyng  of  likelihod  to 
kepe  and  referue  that  to  an  other  place.  And  the 
fame,  I  wot  not  how,  by  a  certen  euell  and  vnluckie 
chaunce  efcaped  vs  bothe.  For  when  Raphael  was 
fpeaking  therof,  one  of  mafler  Mores  feruauntes  came 
to  him,  and  whifpered  in  his  eare.  Wherefore  I  beyng 
then  of  purpofe  more  earneflly  addict  to  heare,  one  of 
the  company,  by  reafon  of  cold  taken,  I  thinke,  a 
fhippeborde,  coughed  out  fo  loude,  that  he  toke  from 
my  hearinge  certen  of  his  wordes.  But  I  wil  neuer 
ftynte,  nor  refl,  vntil  I  haue  gotte  the  full  and  exacte 
knowledge  hereof :  infomuche  that  I  will  be  hable  per- 
fectly to  inflructe  you,  not  onely  in  the  longitude  or 
true  meridian  of  the  ylande,  but  alfo  in  the  iuft  latitude 
therof,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  fubleuation  or  height  of  the 
pole  in  that  region,  if  our  frende  Hythloday  be  in  fafe- 
tie,  and  aliue.  For  we  heare  very  vncerten  newes  of 
him.  Some  reporte,  that  he  died  in  his  iorney  home- 
warde.  Some  agayne  affirme,  that  he  retorned  into  his 
countrey,  but  partly,  for  that  he  coulde  not  away  with 
the  fafhions  of  his  countrey  folk,  and  partly  for  that  his 
[ninde  and  affection  was  altogether  fet  and  fixed  vpon 
Utopia,  they  fay  that  he  hathe  taken  his  voyage 
thetherwarde  agayne.  Now  as  touching  this,  that  the 
lame  of  this  yland  is  nowhere  founde  amonge  the  olde 
md  auncient  cofmographers,  this  doubte  Hythloday 
limfelfe  verie  well  diffolued.  For  why  it  is  poffible 
^noughe  (quod  he)  that  the  name,  whiche  it  had  in 
Dlde  time,  was  afterwarde  chaunged,  or  elles  that  they 
leuer  had  knowledge  of  this  iland :  forafmuch  as  now  in 
)ur  time  diuers  landes  be  found,  which  to  the  olde  Geo- 
^aphers  were  vnknowen.  Howbeit,  what  nedeth  it  in 
his  behalfe  to  fortifie  the  matter  with  argumentes, 
eynge  mafler  More  is  author  hereof  fufficient?  Butwhere- 
is  he  doubteth  of  the  edition  or  imprinting  of  the  booke, 
n  deede  herein  I  both  commende,  and  alfo  knowledge  tb  e 
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mannes  modeflie.  Howbeit  vnto  me  it  femeth  a  worki 
mod  vnworthie  to  be  long  fuppreffed,  and  mofl  worth; 
to  go  abrod  into  ye  handes  of  men,yea5andvnder  thetitL 
of  youre  name  to  be  publyfhed  to  the  worlde :  eithe 
becaufe  the  fmgular  endowmentes  and  quaUties  c 
mafler  More  be  to  no  man  better  knowen  then  to  you 
or  els  bicaufe  no  man  is  more  fitte  and  meete,  thei 
you  with  good  counfelles  to  further,  and  auaunce  th 
commen  wealth,  wherin  you  haue  many  yeares  ahead 
continued  and  trauailed  with  great  glory  and  commer 
dation,  bothe  of  wifedome  and  knowledge,  and  alf 
of  integritie  and  vprightnes.  Thus  o  liberall  fuppoi 
ter  of  good  learninge,  and  floure  of  this  oure  tim 
I  byd  you  mofte  hartely  well  to  fare.  At 
Antwerpe  .1516.  the  firft  daye  of 
Nouember. 

a  meter  of  Aii\.  Mtvm^  in  tfie  21topiai 

tongue,  hvitUlv  toutijinge  astoell  tf)e  straunae 

fiegmnmg,  as  also  tJje  ff^ppit  anS  toraltfjie 

continuance  of  ti)e  same  common 

toealtfiCv 

VTqpos  ha  Boccas  peiila  chama  polta  cha77iaan, 
Bargol  he  maglomi  Baccan  foma  g  ymnofophao) 
Agrama  g  ymnofopho7i  laharem  bacha  bodajuilomin. 
Voluala  barchin  heman  la  lauoluala  drafjiine  pagloiii. 

C  Whiche  verfes  the  tranflator,  accordinge  to  h 
fimple  knowledge,  and  meane  vnderftanding  in  th 
Utopian  tongue,  hath  thus  rudely  englifhed. 

MY  kinge  and  conquerour  Utopus  by  name 
A  prince  of  much  renowme  and  immortall  fan 
Hath  made  me  an  yle  that  earfl  no  ylande  was, 
Ful  fraight  with  worldly  welth  with  pleafure  and  folas 
I  one  of  all  other  without  philofophie 
Haue  fhaped  for  man  a  philofophicall  citie. 
As  myne  I  am  nothinge  daungerous  to  imparte, 
So  better  to  receaue  I  am  readie  with  al  my  harte. 
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C  ^  sijorte  meter  of  WLtopia,  torttten  65  Sne- 

moliU!5  poete  laureate,  anfl  nepijetoe  to 

3l?I)tIjIoSai>e  bj?  Jjis  stjsster* 

ME  Utopie  cleped  Antiquitie, 
Voyde  of  haunte  and  herboroughe, 
Novve  am  I  like  to  Platoes  citie, 
Whose  fame  fliedi  the  worlde  throughe. 
Vea  like,  or  rather  more  likely 
Platoes  platte  to  excell  and  paffe. 
For  what  Platoes  penne  hathe  platted  briefely 
In  naked  wordes,  as  in  a  glaffe, 
The  fame  haue  I  perfourmed  fully, 
With  lawes,  with  men,  and  treafure  fyttely. 
Wherfore  not  Utopie,  but  rather  rightely 
My  name  is  Eutopie  :  A  place  of  felicitie. 

C  ©erartue  Noutomage  of  WLtopia* 

DOth  pleafure  pleafe?  then  place  the  here,  and 
well  the  reft, 
Mofl  pleafaunt  pleafures  thou  (halte  finde  here. 
Doeth  profit  eafe  ?  then  here  arriue,  this  yle  is  befl. 
For  paffinge  profettes  do  here  appeare. 
Doeth  bothe  thee  tempte,  and  woldeft  thou  gripe  both 

gaine  and  pleafure  ? 
This  yle  is  fraight  with  both  bounteoufly. 
To  flill  thy  gredie  intent,  reape  here  incomparable  treas- 
Bothe  minde  and  tongue  to  garnifhe  richelie.  [ure 

The  hid  welles  and  fountaines  both  of  vice  and  vertue 
Thou  hafl  them  here  fubiect  vnto  thine  eye. 
Be  thankful  now,  and  thankes  where  thankes  be  due 
Geue  to  Thomas  More  Londons  immortal  glorye. 

C  Cornelius  ©rapfjeg  to  iteaOer^ 

\   rVilt  thou  knowe  what  wonders  flraunge  be  in  the 
V       lande  that  late  was  founde  ?  [godly  be  ? 

Wilte  thou  learne  thy  life  to  leade,  by  diuers  ways  that 
Wilt  thou  of  vertue  and  of  vice,  vnderflande  the  very 
grounde  ?  [vanitie  ? 

Wilt  thou  fee  this  wretched  world,  how  ful  it  is  of 
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Then  read,  and  marke,  and  beare  in  mind,  for  th) 

behoufe,  as  thou  maie  bcR. 
All  thinges  that  in  this  prefent  worke,  that  worthi( 

clerke  fir  Thomas  More, 
With  witte  diuine  ful  learnedly,  vnto  the  worlde  hatl' 

plaine  exprefl. 
In  whom  London  well  glory  maye,  for  wifedome  anc 

for  godly  lore. 


tl  C|)e  Printer  to  tfie  EeaDer^ 

jHe  Vtopian  Alphabete,  good  Reader,  which( 

in  the  aboue  written  Epiflle  is  promifed 

hereunto  I  haue  not  now  adioyned,  becauf( 

I  haue  not  as  yet  the  true  characters  or  four 

mes  of  the  Utopiane  letters.    And  no  mar 

ueill:  feyng  it  is  a  tongue  to  vs  muche  flraunger  then  th( 

Indian,  the  Perfian,  the  Syrian,  the  Arabicke,  the  Egyp 

tian,  the  Macedonian,  the  Sclauonian,  the  ciprian,  th( 

Scythian  etc.  Which  tongues  though  they  be  nothing  f( 

fLraunge  among  vs,  as  the  Utopian  is,  yet  their  character 

we  haue  not.  But  I  trufl,  God  willing,  at  the  next  impreffioi 

hereof,  to  perfourme  that,  whiche  nowe  I  can  not :  that  i 

to  faye  :  to  exhibite  perfectly  vnto  thee, 

the  Utopian  Alphabete.     In  the 

meane  time  accept  my  good 

wyl.     And  fo  fare  well. 
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left  ®i)urci)e  gartfe,  at  tfje  sggne  of  H)e 
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